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April

2 9:30am Women’s
Fellowship Communion

4 10:00am Food Packing
(Lounge)

5 Palm Sunday
11:30am Food Delivery

9 Maundy Thursday
6:00pm Fellowship Supper

(Lounge)
7:30pm Maundy Thursday

Service (Sanctuary)

10 Good Friday
12-3pm Prayer Vigil

(Sanctuary)

12 Easter
6:30am Sunrise Service

(Storrs Cemetery)
followed by Breakfast

10:00am Festival of the
Resurrection

15 Carillon Deadline – 4pm

28 9:00am Carillon Mailed Out

Complete calendar is
located on the back page
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Easter Food Ingathering
Our Easter food distribution to 15–20 Mansfield
households will take place on Palm Sunday. The
Outreach Board asks for your help in several ways:

1) From 10am until noon on Saturday, April 4,
packing food bags. Volunteers of all ages
welcome!

2) Donations of fresh food can be brought on
Saturday morning or Sunday, April 5. We
encourage you to bring the following for at
least one family, depending on the first letter of
your last name:
A-D Oranges E-K Potatoes
L-Q Apples R-Z Carrots or onions

Monetary donations to cover the cost of hams are
also needed; please note Food Ingathering on the
memo line of your check.

3) On Sunday volunteers are needed to deliver
food on the way home from church (maps
provided).

Thank you for your support of this important local
ministry in a time of great need!

Follow the events of Holy Week through pictures
from the Holy Land.
WHEN: Palm Sunday, April 5, during Fellowship
Hour following the Church service
WHERE: In the Parish House Lounge
WHAT: Selected pictures from the cameras of
some of our Holy Land travelers
WHO: Our Holy Land pilgrims will be there to share
some of their experiences and answer questions
about their trip.
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It has been some time since an edition of
Transition Times has gone out. But not
because we have lost sight of the nature of our
interim ministry. Rather last fall our transitional
tasks changed focus to encompass the
decision making process that led to our
members endorsing our accessibility project

and our commitment of the time and energy of all of us for the past six months around the
Welcoming All! Campaign.

What an amazing and successful adventure that has been! I am writing this on the day of
our Bash! when we symbolically hammered the wall and signaled the beginning of
construction that will make our buildings more user friendly for all people. We have raised
over one million and forty thousand dollars in pledges and gifts—an astonishing
accomplishment (and in the worst economic crisis in a generation).

More remarkable to me, however, than the raising of that incredible sum and the benefits
that will derive to all people who want to participate in any activity in our buildings, are the
spiritual and relational changes in this congregation. There is an energy and a positive
spirit, there is a ‘can do’ attitude and a spiritual depth of faith and love which is palpable in
our members. We have become a more faithful and close knit family.

These transformations of our relationships with God and each other have extended the
work that we covenanted together as our focus when we began our shared ministry in June
2007. Now it is time again to intentionally focus on some of the transitional tasks which we
set aside so that time, talent and energy could bring success in Welcoming All!

Looking ahead, in April, May and June we will be facilitating two or three after worship
gatherings to consider where are we now as a faith community and where are we going into
the future. We will talk about the strengths of this church, the reputation we have in the
area, and the thriving ministry and mission activities we have. We will consider the future,
and the question of where the congregation is being led by the Spirit of God. What new
ministries and opportunities might we envision for our church?

We will consider staff configurations discussing the roles and responsibilities for the next
settled Senior Pastor. We will discuss what personal, spiritual and leadership skills and
experiences are important for that new Pastor to have in light of where we envision God
calling. What lay and staff leadership will encourage us to live into that future?

Rev. Lois Happe our Connecticut Conference Eastern Regional Minister will be at the
Council meeting on April 21st to give an over view of the search and call process for a
settled Senior Pastor. This meeting is open to all members. I encourage anyone who has
some interest in serving on the pastoral search committee to participate in that meeting to
learn more about what is involved in being on a search committee. The congregation will
vote to empower a search committee later this spring.

In the meantime, continue to go deeper in your Lenten journey and let us share in the joy of
Easter! And watch for another edition of Transition Times! God fill you with joy!

Dr. Jay
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Out and About
In the middle of March, theologians, church musicians, and college
professors gathered at Yale University for a conference on Teaching
Church Music in North America: An Old Vocation in a New
Millennium. This three-day event was co-sponsored by the American
Guild of Organists and Yale’s Institute of Sacred Music.

The main thrust of the conference appeared to be dissemination of
curricula and skill-based classes on topics from hymn playing to
improvisation. Coupled with those practical aspects were shared

worship experiences and lectures by well-known theologians (Martin Marty, Marva Dawn,
Don Saliers etc) that helped guide participants to a fuller understanding of what it means to
make music for the church today. I so appreciated the opportunity to attend Lenten
worship services as a participant only and the time to listen and be inspired by some of the
best writers on church music today.

I need some more time to reflect, to re-read my notes and to assimilate all the things I was
led to ponder this past week. There was so much to digest. However, one statement that
stood out repeatedly is an intrinsic part of what I believe: “The primary musical instrument of
the church is the assembly (ecclesia)”. I’ll leave the etymological discussion for the
experts, and come at this from a very basic viewpoint. You, the congregation of believers,
are at the heart of all the music making of this Christian community. It’s not about the organ
or the fabulous choirs or the soloists, it’s about the assembly. To take it one step further,
it’s not even about whether you participate by singing well, it’s how you experience the
audible, tangible, palpable meaning of the hymns (and yes – the rest of the music then
follows too).

Last month I proposed collecting song stories, an idea that precipitated stimulating
discussion at a meeting of the Music Board. They helped clarify how this might happen and
the discussion is still open. 1) It would be meaningful to have a collection of song
‘memories’ – a collection of favorite hymns and the memories we associate with them. 2) It
would be wonderful to have a collection of songs that the children and youth could make
their own. 3) It would strengthen our community if we had common songs that we all knew
that could be sung at gatherings of the assembly – be it worship or potlucks or meetings.
Please feel free to add your voice to this discussion!

As we lay out the ‘how to’ of our song project, I invite you to reflect. Is there a song or a
song experience that brought you into the presence of God?

With joy,

Trisha
Dr. Patricia Snyder
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Holy Week Services

Palm Sunday (April 5)
10:00am A festive service with Brass and Organ, Music
Circle (Janice Castle, director), and the Adult Choir.

Maundy Thursday (April 9):
6:00pm Fellowship Supper: Come share a light supper
of soup and sandwiches in the Parish House Lounge
7:30pm Communion and Tennebrae Service: After
supper, stay for a special service remembering Jesus' last
night with his disciples. The Adult Choir will sing anthems spanning 4 centuries. We will
share in communion by intinction (dipping the bread into the cup) and then experience
the "service of shadows"-- tenebrae, extinguishing seven candles as we acknowledge
the shadows, which led Jesus to his death.

Good Friday (April 10): Prayer Vigil
Our sanctuary will be open from noon until 3 pm. You may come any time to pray and
meditate during that time. Let us pray for our church, for our spiritual lives and for the
deep spiritual meanings of Holy Week to be part of our lives individually and as a church
family. Some prayer books and materials will be available in the sanctuary prepared by
Dr. Jay.

Easter Sunday (April 12)
Sunrise Service 6:30am

All are welcome to the family-friendly Easter Sunrise Service on Sunday, April 12, at
6:30am! This year will again be held at the top of the Storrs Cemetery on N. Eagleville
Rd. For those of you who wish to begin your early morning in darkness, civil twilight will
begin at 5:45am, and the official sunrise is at 6:13am. Feel free to drive or walk to the
top of the hill either before worship begins to enjoy the quiet morning and God’s
Resurrection peace, or for the 6:30am start time. This year we will focus on the symbol
of the butterfly as one of God’s natural reminders of the mystery and joy of the
Resurrection! Ray Joesten will lead us in music. Please dress casually and warmly
should the weather require it. Following the service, we will all either walk or drive back
to the church for a delicious Easter Breakfast prepared for us by Nancy and Dave Bull,
the Castle Family, and possibly some others! We are so thankful for their willingness to
spread God’s love through food! All are welcome to this service, please invite friends!

Festival of the Resurrection 10:00am
Glorious music by the Youth and Adult Choirs, Organ and Handbells, beautiful floral
decorations, and message from Dr. Jay Terbush There will be no Sunday School or
ALIVE program, Children will remain in worship and be provided with Easter activity
sheets.
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Church Council – February 17: We passed four motions to
continue the work of the Welcoming All Committee. We
continued a discussion of the issues raised at the Jan. 20th
meeting relating to the budget and investments. These issues
will continue in the Board of Finance and the Investment
Committee. Dates for two informational meetings regarding
by-law changes were set, as well as a date for a
Congregational meeting.

Special Open Council Meeting – April 21, 2009
The Rev. Lois Happe, Regional Minister for the Eastern Region of the Connecticut
Conference of the United Church of Christ will attend the April Church Council Meeting to
discuss the search process including timelines related to the formation of a Search
Committee and developing a Church Profile. She will also answer any questions members
might have about the search process. This information session will be from 7:00 – 7:30 p.m.
All are welcome to attend. The regular Council meeting will begin at 7:30 and will last until
9:00.

Time to Order Your Easter Flowers
Orders are now being taken for the Easter flowers. You have
your choice of azaleas, hydrangeas, lilies, and mums. These
flowers are available on first come – first served basis. Please
order early. The plants cost $12.00 each. Order forms are in
the Sunday Bulletins, or you may call the church office to
place your order. When ordering, be sure to note which
type of plant you want and whether or not you will be
picking the plant up after the Easter morning service on
April 12. All orders must be in to the church office no
later than Sunday, April 5.
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Many thanks to Pam Roberts, Jamie Lang-Rodean and the
wonderful volunteers who stepped up at the last minute and
filled in for the Nursery and ALIVE Programs during UCONN
Spring Break. We are blessed to have members willing to
come forward and help support the programs for our youth.

We continue to celebrate Lent during early April – a special
time of reflection and prayer leading into Easter. We hope that
families have taken the opportunity to use some of the Lenten
materials available in the CE Office during this time. On April

5th, Palm Sunday, our Kid Connection classes will focus on Preparing for Easter. And on
April 12th, Easter Sunday, there will be no Kid Connection or ALIVE Program. Children will
remain in church with their families and coloring books will be provided for the little ones.

Both Kid Connection and ALIVE resume for April 19 and April 26. During Kid Connection
the children will begin a unit entitled “Mothers and Others” and enjoy the stories of Ruth &
Naomi and Ruth & Boaz.

Looking ahead, our Kid Connection Program will be winding down in May with the last day
of Sunday School on May 17 when we will celebrate Church School Sunday and recognize
our teachers during worship service. We also hope that you will join us for special
refreshments during Fellowship to celebrate the many volunteers who are involved with and
support our CE Programs.

We would like to continue to encourage families to attend services during the summer by
reintroducing “The Box” for the Children’s Message and again providing supervised
playground time for the children. We will need two volunteers each Sunday to supervise the
weekly sessions. Please contact Rev. Hilary or a CE Board member if interested in helping.

Blessings from the Christian Education Board (in alphabetical order):

Susan Dione, Sally Doyen, Nancy Gifford, Carolyn Holmy & Zoe Strickler

Service Sewing News
The Church World Service truck is coming to Connecticut the last week
on April.

The School kits are complete. Needed now are health kits – the plastic
bags with kit needs are available in the lounge. Please fill one with your
family.

We are working to complete layettes. Elaine Brand has 10 baby sweaters ready. We still
need cloth diapers. Can you help? OR, can you come and help on Monday mornings?

Any donations can be left in the boxes located under the tables in the Parish House lounge.
Thank you!


