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October

NOTE: Until the Education
Building is re-opened for
use, some room locations
may change.

2-3 Choir Retreat
4 Neighbor’s in Need

Offering
Joint Worship Service with

Korean Church
8 12:30pm Women’s

Fellowship Luncheon
(lounge)

12 Columbus Day – Office
Closed

16-18 Welcome to Our House
Celebration Weekend

(A full schedule of events
listed inside this issue)

18 Heritage Sunday

24 Clean-Up Day
25 Stewardship Dedication

Sunday

Complete calendar is
located on the back page
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Celebrate!
The months of construction are over – the elevator and
other accessibility projects are complete. It’s time for
celebration!

We’re hosting “Welcome To Our House – A Celebration
Weekend” October 16-18 to celebrate the changes to our
facilities as well as marking our annual recognition of long-
time church members on Heritage Sunday, October 18.

Square dancing, a music concert, a tag sale, an autumn
crafts sale, a barbeque lunch, family and children’s
games, a Holy Land trip seminar, a cemetery walking tour,
and much, much more are planned for the weekend.
Details about the weekend and how to purchase our
fundraising patron tickets are inside this issue of the
Carillon.

Heritage Sunday
Heritage Sunday will occur on Sunday, October 18 in
conjunction with the "Welcome to Our House: A
Celebration Weekend". Members of 40 years or more will
be recognized at the morning church service and,
following a special carillon concert, will gather with others
at a luncheon in the newly accessible auditorium on the
second floor of the Parish House.

SCC Worship on Channel 14
After an initial trial and error period, we are settling into a
schedule with our worship broadcasts each Sunday at
11:30am on our local cable Channel 14. Please let others
know about this 30 minute broadcast of music and
message. Call to Care and the Board of Deacons are

grateful to Don Castle and Andy McCabe for faithfully recording our weekly services, to Andy for
editing each week, and to Chauncy Rucker for helping when needed and delivering the DVD's.
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Shortly after I started as your Transitional Senior
Pastor, Rev. Hilary made a comment that she
understood one of the roles of an interim minister
was to be like a person who turns the snow globe
upside down, shakes it up vigorously and sets it
down to see where the snow settles. Well now it is
her turn to shake up the snow globe a bit!

I am personally grateful for Hilary’s presence here as a faithful pastor and my competent
colleague in the shared ministry leadership of this church. She has been creative and caring,
with an engaging personality and a wonderful sense of humor. She has served this church well
for five and a half years. And now she has made a thoughtful and prayerful decision that she is
being called away from here. I will miss her and am saddened by her resignation, while at the
same time I respect her clarity that it is time for her to move on and will pray for God’s best in her
life as she moves in new directions.

But the snow globe has some swirling flakes and some temporary confusion as to how things will
settle out. Let me share with you some preliminary comments about this situation:

First, we now have the opportunity as a family of faith to say a good “Good bye” to a pastor. I do
not mean by that expression that it feels “good” –it is painful for many of us to say good bye.
What I mean is that we have the opportunity to talk about our feelings, to say thank you to Hilary,
to express our sadness, to celebrate the good times we have shared and to wish each other well.
A “good” good bye is done with honesty, integrity, and in ways that are healthy, leaving the ones
saying good bye in a place that allows them to move on in separate ways.

There will be many formal and informal ways for each one of us to say our good byes, thanks
and God speed to you! Specific plans will be made for events related to Hilary’s ending.

Second, there is a vacancy on our staff team created by this resignation. Your lay leadership
and I have begun conversations about options related to this vacancy and how to maintain the
high quality of programs and activities, ministries and services that our church values. I assume
that over the next couple of months specific plans will be developed by the leadership in
consultation with all of the members of this church There are a number of possible ways for us
to go in the near term, including calling an interim Associate Pastor full or part time, considering
some temporary part time positions, encouraging some of our lay people to step up to some
temporary responsibilities and/or adjusting the Senior Pastor’s responsibilities.

No decisions have been made. The snowflakes are still swirling around in the globe. I am
confident of the resilience of this congregation and the talents of the lay leadership of this church.
AND I know that God is with us in the discernment process guiding us forward.

The Pastoral Search Committee is continuing its careful and exciting work. It will be many
months before a candidate is put forward as the choice to be your next settled Senior Pastor.
Permanent staffing decisions will await that spiritual leader’s perspectives and be dependent on
the gifts, talents, interests that she or he brings to this church. In the meantime, I will do my best
to continue to be your Pastor as we watch the snowflakes drift down and together shovel some
off the path to the future. I am so grateful to be with you in this journey!

Dr. Jay
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My dear friends,
As most of you know by now, I am leaving Storrs Congregational
Church. I’m looking forward to what God has in store for me
next, but I also am sad at leaving the many relationships that I’ve
formed in this special place.

We all have to say goodbye at some point as pastors. In
seminary, a professor recommended to me three to four years
as a good tenure for an associate pastor, and seven to ten years
as a solo or senior pastor. I’ve enjoyed a longer time here at Storrs Congregational Church than
recommended, but it doesn’t make the leaving any easier! In fact, it may make it more difficult!

Thinking about my impending goodbye has made me reflect back to our hello. I recently found
some comments written for my installation from the Rev. Alice O’Donovan and the Rev. Ginny
Black. Alice reminded us all in the “charge to the congregation” that “we have not called Hilary to
minister for us; we have called her to minister with us.” Indeed, you have lived into your promise
you made to me back on October 31, 2004, to minister with me. I am grateful for our various
partnerships in ministry over the years!

Ginny, in her “charge to the pastor,” quoted Sue Monk Kidd from her book A Secret Life of Bees.
“You have to know when to produce, when to be quiet—when to let things take their course.”
Ginny was advising me on balance. While it was appropriate for the beginning of my ministry, it is
equally appropriate for concluding it. 2010 will be my time to be quiet, and to let things take their
course. I am trusting God.

May God continue to bless our remaining time together. As I said in my letter, and as my
occasional tears remind me, I will miss you!

Blessings,

Rev. Hilary
The Rev. Hilary Martin Himan
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Singing Our Faith

Music is such a wonderful way to convey text and imprint words into our
memory. When I reflect on music and the church, I think that in our tradition
hymns can be one of the most powerful ways we’re drawn into community
together. It has been a constant source of joy for me that this congregation
raises its collective voice so well together in song.

On a recent trip to visit family in Canada, we stopped at a discreet distance to observe an Old
Order Mennonite meeting house in session on a Sunday morning, the parking lot filled with about
180 buggies and horses. As I was wondering just how many people that might translate into, and
how great a distance they might have had to travel, they began to sing their closing hymn. I
learned they still use a hymnal that dates back to the Reformation. Without assistance from
instruments, the song leader began and the entire assembly joined in singing verse after verse in
unison. It was so beautiful and incredibly moving. It gave one the sense that this community of
believers could move mountains with their songs.

There are so many ways that songs can unite us in a common endeavor. There are songs to
hoist sails, songs to build railroads, songs to sing while paddling canoes, and throughout history -
songs that unite communities in worship. From psalmist to Reformation hymnal, to African-
American spirituals, and current songwriters, we have a vast body of music and text to help
strengthen our faith. In this age of recorded music, as we plug into our mp3 players, let us not
forget to keep singing together our songs of faith.

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands!
Serve the Lord with gladness!
Come into his presence with singing!”

Psalm 100

Blessings,

Trisha
Dr. Patricia Snyder
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We on the Christian Education Board are grateful for the leadership
of Louise Wright and Nancy Titchen as our new Co-Coordinators of
the Church School. As we found ourselves dealing with new
building developments last month, Nancy and Louise were
wonderful in coming up with a new plan. We were looking forward
to beginning our new Rotation curriculum but with the construction
schedule we found we could not occupy our Education Building.
So, we made adjustments and offered Christian Education activities
instead! Thanks to everyone for being flexible, and to our Co-
Coordinators for planning in a pinch! Thanks also to our Christian
Education Activity leaders and to our Nursery Care workers.

We are also excited about our Adult Education program. Duwayne Keller and Louise will be
leading the conversation sessions on “Living Your Faith”. This will also begin on Sundays at 9am
when space is available.

We hope that in the month of October we will get into the classrooms for church school, but we
will wait and see!

We do want families to enjoy the “Welcome to Our House” weekend, when we celebrate our
Welcoming All Accessibility Project from October 16-18. Please check out all the family-friendly
activities and get involved in the celebration!

We will keep families posted on our activities as the building project comes to a completion.

Thank you!
The Board of Christian Education
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Neighbors in Need Offering – October 4
On World Communion Sunday, October 4, we will receive the UCC Neighbors in Need offering,
which supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States and Puerto
Rico. Two-thirds is used for local and national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct
service projects, providing support to the poor and hungry and enabling efforts to influence
policy on such issues as the federal budget, health care, violence prevention, and environmental
justice. One-third funds the UCC’s Council for American Indian Ministries, which supports 20
UCC congregations on reservations in North and South Dakota, Wisconsin, and northern
Nebraska and one urban, multi-tribal church in Minneapolis, as well as individuals from other
tribes who are members of other UCC churches in the U.S. Your neighbors need your generous
support. Thank you!

Library in Limbo! But Still Supporting Programs
We are disappointed that we can't use the library yet but are looking
forward to the end of construction and all that this Welcoming All: A
Campaign for Accessibility will mean to the church and the community. If
you haven't seen the ramp you will be well pleased. We have had limited
access to the library and are delighted to tell you that it came through all
the activity relatively dust free.

In the meantime we would like to encourage you to look at the books at the Continuous Book
Sale. The bookcase is located in the lounge and you are welcome to make selections and we
would be happy to see a donation in the container for defraying budget expenses. These and
many more books will be available at the Oct 16-18 activities.

The new church school curriculum is moving along and we will be working with Louise Wright
and Nancy Titchen, supervisors of the program, and the Shepherds and teachers supplying
resource materials. We will also have available materials on the subjects for children and
parents. Please be sure to make use of these items. We all know that 40 minutes a week isn't
enough time for teaching God's love to our children.

In early September we met with Dr Terbush to discuss and develop strategies for the library.
The discussion was interesting, enlightening and certainly worthwhile.

We are sorry to lose another member of our committee. Peg Winzler who has been so great in
cataloging and writing Sunday Bulletin News has asked to step down from her responsibilities.
We will miss Peg's wit and charm and good humored laughter that she brought to the committee
for a number of years.

Your committee members are now Janet Atkins, Charleen Knapp, Susan Schur, Jane Scott,
Jennie Talbot, and Joan Webster. Please feel free to speak with any of us about your desires for
the library.
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Simple Gifts: Living, Loving, Giving
'Tis the gift to be simple, 'Tis the gift to be free,
‘Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be,
And when we find ourselves in a place just right,
‘Twill be in the valley of love and delight

When true simplicity is gained,
To bow and to bend we shan't be ashamed.
To turn, turn will be our delight,
'Til by turning, turning we come round right

Joseph Brackett, Jr. (1848)

Simple Gifts is a familiar Shaker work written as a dancing song. “The gift” is God’s gift, not just
any gift. We have received many of these gifts in our relationship to God and with each other.
However, gifts are worthless unless they are used.

During the next few weeks, culminating in Dedication Sunday on October 25, we will explore the
simple gifts of living, loving, and giving. Consider what we have and how through living and
loving together, we can give God’s gifts to others.

Elizabeth Cowles, Holly Matthews, Curt Hoffman, and Frank Gifford


