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“I love to tell the story of unseen things above” begins one of our
hymns. I had the good fortune of attending the 2009 Festival
Gathering of the Network of Biblical Storytellers (NBS) in
Asheville, NC at the beginning of August. I sought them out
because of how much I enjoy offering my Biblical monologues in
worship.

The Network of Biblical Storytellers began in 1978 with a small
group of people who shared a commitment to rediscover the storytelling tradition of the Bible. Did
you know that our Bible was originally an oral tradition? Even Paul’s letters were thought to have
been performed orally to his listening audience by Paul’s envoys, considering the vast illiteracy of
his audience in the 1st century. So the Network focuses on storytelling with the actual text of the
Bible, internalizing the story so that no manuscript is needed. As their literature states: “The core
activity of the Network is telling the sacred stories of the biblical tradition in post-literate, digital
culture. This practice is rooted in a communal process of internalization through scholarly inquiry
and prayer.” While the kind of biblical monologues I have presented in worship would be affirmed
by the Network, “NBS commends especially the practice of telling the texts as they’ve been
traditioned to us.”

Previous to the Festival I sensed that the actual Biblical text was limited dramatically, and thus
preferred first-person monologues. Yet I discovered at the Festival a rich treasure in the Scripture
itself. I listened to the Biblical stories come alive with nuance and humor. I watched in awe the
Festival tradition of the Epic Telling, where a portion of Scripture is told using numerous
storytellers. Twenty-three storytellers and an hour and a half later I heard the entirety of Genesis
1-11. (Though I have to confess- there is no way around the genealogies. The lists bore me even
in embodied form!)

As the Network proclaims, “We have discovered biblical storytelling as a spiritual discipline that
involves first committing a narrative text of scripture to deep memory (not memorizing but
‘internalizing’ the story as images and feelings) and then engaging with the text in a lively ‘telling,’
a sacred act that binds teller and listeners in community.”

I would love to have some of our liturgists become storytellers this coming year! When the story
comes off the printed page and into a performative context, transformation happens. The Bible
speaks in a new way. If you might be interested in “telling” the Bible story instead of reading it,
please see me. We can search the lectionary (the assigned Scripture readings for each Sunday)
and see if a story grabs you! What a wonderful spiritual discipline that would be! Or, if there is a
story that you love and would like to internalize it, but not offer it in worship, that’s OK too! I would
be glad to work with anyone who is interested in exploring Biblical storytelling. I sense God’s
invitation to all of us to hear the Word anew!

Shalom, Salam, Peace!

Rev. Hilary
The Rev. Hilary Martin Himan








