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Our New Interim Associate Pastor is 

Rev. Dr. Karen Bailey-Francois 
 

The Church Council acting on behalf of the congregation has 

voted to call The Rev. Dr. Karen Bailey-Francois as Interim 

associate Pastor beginning on March 1
st
.  Karen was 

recommended unanimously and enthusiastically by the Interim 

Associate Pastor Search Committee which consisted of Louise 

Wright, Chair, Stacy Malecki, Dudley Hamlin, Lynn Brown, 

Susan Dione, Maureen Davis and Dr. Jay Terbush. 

 

Karen received a BS in Accounting/Finance and an MBA from 

the University of Vermont.  Her Masters of Divinity is from 

Andover Newton Theological School and her Doctor of 

Ministry degree is from Hartford Seminary. 

 

She served full time at First Church of Christ in Hartford (Center Church) as Associate 

Minister/Minister of Christian Education from 1995 till 2006.  From 2006 until 2007 she was Interim 

Director of the Center for Youth Programs, Hands on Hartford (formerly Center City Churches) and 

continued to provide part time consultation/technical support in 2008.  Recently she has been doing 

supply preaching and helping with programs in her home church.  Karen is married to the Rev. Don 

Bailey-Francois who is Senior Pastor of the Ellington Congregational Church and is mother to son 

Jonathan, age 12.   

 

Karen began ministry in Connecticut as Interim Associate Minister for Union Congregational Church in 

Rockville.  She served as Associate through retirement of Senior Minister at Center Church (1996-

1997), with Interim Senior Minister‟s arrival (1997-1998) and extended transition of newly called Senior 

Minister (1998 and following).  Karen assumed various leadership and governance roles through the 

research and planning process that led to Center City Churches‟ affiliation with the national Hands On 

Network (2003-2006). 

 

She has experience working with fiscal responsibilities in churches and in industry.  Stewardship is a 

priority for Karen.  She has first hand stewardship experience in three different situations.  She also has 

training and/or experience in conflict mediation and strategic planning.   

 

 

mailto:info@storrscongchurch.org
http://www.storrscongo.uconn.edu/
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The position will be three quarter time, not full time.  Her responsibilities will include worship 

leadership (preaching once a month) and participating in baptism, weddings, funerals and communion 

services.  Pastoral care including visits in homes and hospitals and support of Call to Care will be shared 

with Dr. Jay.  She will also assist with Christian Education and serve as staff liaison to Council, 

Deacons, Christian Education, Outreach and Fellowship Boards.  We look forward to working with 

Karen in the ministry of the Storrs Congregational Church. 

 

In the last paragraph of her statement on ministry, Karen wrote: What I learn most often is that God‟s 

people are hungry for the Water and the Word, the Bread and the Cup, the promise and the nurture of 

new life in Christ.  When we come to God‟s table, we come as equals in our longing for spiritual 

nourishment, encouragement and hope.  As an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, I have 

been entrusted with the responsibility and privilege of serving at that table, of preaching from the pulpit, 

of teaching in the places where living intersects faith and of holding out a healing hand to any and all 

who have a need.  What a story to be able to tell.  My gratitude is beyond measure. 

 

 

 

Conference Minister Retires 

 

The Rev. Davida Crabtree has announced that she will retire as Connecticut 

Conference Minister effective in mid May.    Rev. Crabtree has been the 

head of the United Church of Christ in our state for 14 years.  She 

announced her retirement to the Board of Directors and the conference 

leadership in a very personal letter in mid February.   

 

The Connecticut Conference of the UCC has undergone significant changes 

under the tenure of Rev. Crabtree and is considered one of the strongest 

conferences in our national denomination.     An interim Conference 

Minister will be appointed by the Board of Directors in the next few months 

and a national search will be initiated to identify a new Conference Minister. 

 

 

 

 

 

Time to Order Your Easter Flowers 

Orders are now being taken for the Easter flowers.  You have your choice of 

azaleas, lilies, and hydrangea.  These flowers are available on first come – first 

served basis.  Please order early.  The plants cost $15.00 each.  Order forms 

will be in the Sunday Bulletins starting in March, or you may call the church 

office to place your order.  When ordering, be sure to note which type of plant 

you want and whether or not you will be picking the plant up after the Easter 

morning service on April 4
th

.  All orders must be in to the church office no 

later than Palm Sunday, March 28
th

. 
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During the past two and a half years, we have been doing a fair 

amount of prayerful discussion about our church and its sense of 

identity and purpose.  We have been talking about such issues as: 

what is our mission and purpose?  Who are we as the people of 

God?  What is God calling us to do and to become?   

 

The other day I came upon the following questions, which can apply to an individual, but work equally 

well for a church which is seeking to discern God‟s call in its corporate life.  Michael Himes, who is a 

theology professor at Boston College, recommends to students who are facing questions about their 

choice of vocation or career, that they ask themselves three questions:  What gives me joy?  What am I 

good at? Do other people need me to do it? 

 

What if we began to ask ourselves these three questions about the activities, programs, ministries of our 

church? 

 

What gives us joy?  Some of the activities in which we engage bring us joy, some do not.  Joy is 

different than mere happiness.  For me, joy is about a deep and abiding sense of peace and strength.  Joy 

is contagious, sustaining and life giving.  An activity may require a great deal of effort, may even be 

painful, but ultimately produces joy in the end.  Joy is a primary indicator of the presence of God‟s 

Spirit, if it is absent, then I question whether it is something that God calls me/us to do.   Some things in 

which a congregation engages, do not produce joy.  I believe that we should seriously and honestly 

reflect on whether a particular activity is something that God is calling us to do, if we do not experience 

joy in it. 

 

What are we good at?   Church‟s can often spend an enormous amount of time and energy worrying 

about and working at improving things that are regarded as deficiencies or weaknesses.  I believe that a 

church ought to start by focusing on what it does well, its strengths, its positive and life changing 

programs.  Building on what the church already does well, makes „success‟ more likely. 

 

People have many expectations (sometimes widely divergent expectations) about what they want the 

church to be and to do.   In my experience, very few churches are good at doing everything that any 

particular individual might want that church to be good at.  And it is completely unrealistic to expect a 

church to meet everyone‟s expectations all of the time.   As a church we need to articulate the 

expectations and then decide whether we are good at doing them.  Some things that the church was once 

„good‟ at doing, it may no longer be good at, and giving up time, energy and resources that are being in 

a sense „wasted‟, my free them up to risk something new, something that may be better. 

 

Do other people need us to do it?  The church exists for others, not just for itself.  The church is to 

follow her Lord, who „went about doing good.‟  The life of the community of faith, must always be 

oriented to those outside itself.  What does the world need this church to be and to do? 

I invite your reflections on these three life re-orienting questions. 

 

I am grateful to the Rev. Michael Ciba for many of the ideas in this article. 

 

Dr. Jay 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE 
The Church Directory, last published with a bright pink cover in March 2009, will be updated this 

spring.  Deacons and others in leadership will assist to assure that member information and any requests 

for changes in member status are accurately reflected. Both members and friends of the church will be 

listed including families with children currently registered for church school or participating in formal 

music or youth groups.  An updated directory will help us welcome and orient an Interim Associate 

Pastor, prepare for a new settled senior pastor and support accurate communication.  Our ability to 

accurately communicate is important to growing spiritually, welcoming and engaging each person in our 

congregation and supporting and caring for each other across the members and friends that make up our 

church family. 

 

Ways you can help are listed below.  Correct your own information or help us with changes you know 

regarding others. Email addresses and cell phone numbers currently on file in the office will be 

included routinely unless you request they be left out. Feel free to speak with Dianne in person or by 

phone at 401-447-4421. Please provide input by March 30
th

, 2010.  We’ll have a draft available for 

review before publication tentatively scheduled for mid May. 
 The 2010 Directory Work Group includes: Dianne Sprague (Lay Church Directory Coordinator), Pam 

Roberts (Council At Large Representative to the project) and Debbie Hlobik (Office Administrator 

/Bookkeeper); a pastor will serve Ex Officio. We would be glad to discuss the project with you. 

 

We need your help with this directory update project! 

1. Look at the information about you and your family in the pink directory from last year. If 

no changes or additions are needed, do nothing! Not in the directory? Give us the info. 

2. If you don’t have a directory, check a sample copy in the lounge, share your updates. 

3. If changes or additions are needed, simply fill out the following form. Check that email and 

cell phone numbers should be added or not. 

4. If you happen to notice in your directory something we might miss, let us know. 

5. Place the form in the suggestion box in the lounge, hand it to one of us, or email the 

information to dispraguew@gmail.com. 

 
 

DATA BASE/DIRECTORY INPUT FORM, March, 2010 

Name(s):  _________________________________________________________________ 

Children‟s Names: _________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

   _________________________________________________________________ 

Home phone:  _______________________    Work phone _______________________ 

Email:  ___________________________________  Cell phone:  _______________________ 

Affiliation, Groups/Church Activities you are active in: (not be published but used for communication) 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do Not Publish Request if any: _____________________________________________________ 

For Carillon (YR optional) Birthday   MO___DAY___YR__    Anniversary MO___DAY___YR___ 

Other Comments or requests: _____________________________________________________ 

mailto:dispraguew@gmail.com
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DID YOU KNOW??? 

We have an extremely talented and dedicated staff of lay leaders serving the 

Ministry of Music.  They are also quite modest, so over the next few months, you 

might enjoy learning a little more about them…..  

 

WENDY HAMLIN, Youth Choir Director 

 Bachelors in Music Education, UConn - 1981 

 Graduate Certificate from the Hartt School of Music - The Kodaly Institute - 1986 

 Masters in Music Education, UConn  - 1988 
  

Taught at Gilead Hill School in Hebron, CT from 1981 - 1993 K-6 Vocal, General and Instrumental 

music. Conducted a Grade 3-4 Chorus, Grade 5-6 Chorus and a select Glee Club of auditioned Grade 5-

6 students, as well as a 4th grade Beginning Band and a Concert Band of 5th and 6th graders.  She left 

teaching to stay at home with her growing family and help in the family business - Holiday Hill Day 

Camp and Recreation Center.  This year, she returned to Mansfield Middle School, to fill a one-year 

leave of absence, teaching beginning wind and brass students. 
  

Wendy has conducted the Youth Choir at Storrs Congregational Church since 1988. 

WOW!    THANK YOU! 
  

In addition to her work with the Youth Choir, Wendy, with her boundless enthusiasm and myriad 

contacts is also a terrific help in finding instrumentalists to play for special occasions, from strings for 

Messiah to ad hoc brass with the Vaughans on Palm Sunday.    

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

YOUTH CHOIR TALENT ABOUNDS 

Mansfield Middle School is gearing up for a big production of “Annie” March 26-28.  A number of our 

Youth Choir members have been selected for some major roles!  How many of these names do you 

recognize? 

Kelsey Lambert – Annie   Hunter Hamlin – Daddy Warbucks 

Meghan Lambert – Grace   Scotty Dival – Roosevelt 

Erika Blum – Orphan    Laura Blum – Orphan 

Carly Smith – Orphan 

 

Blessings,  

Trisha  
Dr. Patricia Snyder 

 
 

Our Women‟s Fellowship is hosting the April 5
th

 Eastern District Women‟s 

Fellowship meeting.  This is a chance to show our new facilities.  We provide 

coffee and goodies as women register at 9:30 a.m.  Worship and program follow in 

the Church.  Lunch is in the lounge.  Women bring their own sandwiches and we 

share desserts and beverages.
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A big thank you to all the teachers we had for February. As I am writing this, 

we still need teachers for March, April and May. Remember that 

Sunday school is the foundation and the start of your children's faith journey. 

You could have a huge part in helping to shape that journey. We are asking 

for three Sundays in a month where you can share your faith and knowledge 

through a prescribed lesson. Please, we really need your help in filling the 

positions for the next three months.  

 

If you are interested please contact Louise Wright or Nancy Titchen. 

  

We want to welcome our two new members to the board: Dave Litrico and Nancy Tomastik. 

  

Vacation Bible School (VBS) - This year the CE board decided we would try something different. We 

thought that we would have VBS in the evening for one week during the summer. This way whole 

families could be involved with the different activities and it would be a shared experience. What we 

need from you is to tell us when a good week would be. We were thinking the first week in August or 

the last week of June. Let us know what you think. 

  

Senior Pilgrim Fellowship: As many of you are aware, the SPF spent their February break in 

Washington DC helping the homeless and working in the soup kitchens. Thank you all for your 

generous support. 

  

Junior Pilgrim Fellowship is still looking for leaders and a meeting format that would suit the needs of 

our middle school aged students. If interested please contact one of the CE board members. 

  

God's peace 
 

 

 

 

 

Women‟s Fellowship welcomes the coming of Spring with a 

luncheon meeting March 11 from 12 – 2PM.  Gail Kapinos will 

provide her delicious cuisine followed by a program presented by 

Midge Manfred from Joshua‟s Trust.  There will be a talk & slide 

show featuring seasonal plants.   

 

We welcome everyone to join us for fun, Fellowship and great food.  Come hear the exciting plans for 

the Plant Bake & Tag Sale which will be chaired by Diane Sprague as well.  
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Dear Friends at Storrs Congregational Church,  

 

Thank you again for such a lovely send off last December and for your most generous gifts. I think of you often 

and am full of gratitude for my time with you, for the opportunities you afforded me, and for the ministry we did 

together!  

 

Speaking of gratitude, one of my New Year's Resolutions was a Gratitude Journal, so I've also been writing 5 

things I'm grateful for every day (or almost every day), and I'm never at a loss.  

 

Life back in Minnesota is going really well. I've barely noticed the below zero wind-chill, and being close to 

family has been a true blessing in this transition. My mother and I had an easy three day drive back, and I've been 

slowly getting settled in. I still have many boxes to unpack, and less time to do so because I decided to take two 

courses at the University of Minnesota in Collaborative Arts, one called "The Body Acoustic" where we are going 

to museums and looking at the body in space, and the other called "Hand, Mind, and Gesture: Image Driven 

Performance." Both are inspiring me to think outside of the box in terms of my future ministry. It's very exciting.  

 

I remain uncertain as to whether further education is in my future, but am trying to trust God's nudges and see 

what happens. I've been leaning more and more to seeing if I can get what I need right here in the Twin Cities.  As 

they say in the South, "God is Good! All the time! All the time! God is Good!"  

 

Blessings to you all and thank you again for everything. I miss you! 

 

God's Peace, 

Hilary 

  

 

Is there a birthday, anniversary, memorial or maybe a loved one you would like to 

dedicate the Flowers on Sunday to?  There are many Sundays available.  The flower chart 

is on the bulletin board outside the church office.  Please fill out a slip found in the 

pocket underneath the chart with your dedication.  Leave the completed slip in the pocket 

for Debbie to put in the bulletin.  Flowers are $15.00 and checks can be made out to the 

church.     
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*********  COMING SOON   ********* 

TALENT SHOW – SCC has Talent! 
 
When:   Saturday May 15, 2010  

Where:   Auditorium 

Who:  Performers – Yes, You!    

Performance Appreciators (aka audience) 

 

Please plan to join this fun-filled evening of entertainment – with an ice cream sundae intermission!   

 

We need performers – individuals or groups are welcome.   Do you have a talent that you would like to 

share – perhaps a song, a short comedy act or a skit, how about a comic/dramatic poetry reading or a 

special skill (juggling? Jump-roping? Did I hear unicycle?)  Please sign up with Stacy Malecki who is 

coordinating this event on behalf of the Music Board.  We are also looking for a Masters of 

Ceremonies to keep the fun moving during the evening!   

 

Also, a special opportunity for the younger set – A Children of the Church Recital is being planned 

earlier the same evening.   This is a great opportunity elementary and younger middle school aged kids 

to share their talents – be it piano, flute, voice or maybe a magic trick or two. 

 

 Questions? Please talk to Stacy Malecki (860) 487-4538 or RMalecki431@earthlink.net.   

 

     

 

 

We celebrate the arrival of new books in the Library for your reading pleasure.  

Greg Mortenson, who wrote Three Cups of Tea, continues his accounts of his 

humanitarian efforts in the Middle East in Stones into Schools: Promoting Peace 

with Books, Not Bombs, in Afghanistan and Pakistan.  Mitch Alburn‟s most recent 

book, Have a Little Faith relates the author‟s efforts to eulogize a beloved Rabbi 

who is near death, and how it rekindled his own faith. 

 

More new books to read while it snows are in the library.  Escape to England in 1830 as Mary Anning 

discovers a fossilized skeleton that triggers upheavals throughout the religious, scientific and academic 

communities in Tracy Chevalier‟s Remarkable Creatures.   

 

Andy Andrew shares a collection of heartwarming memories of Sawyerton Springs that will inspire your 

soul in Return to Sawyerton Springs.   

 

For children, there is God‟s Garden, a story about what happens when we die,  Ewe, a parable of the lost 

sheep, or in a third book, find out what happens when God Goes on Vacation 

mailto:RMalecki431@earthlink.net
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One Great Hour of Sharing 

 

Do you love me?...Feed my sheep.   John 21:15-17 

 

The One Great Hour of Sharing offering is the refugee, relief and development fund 

of the United Church of Christ.  Working together with partner churches and Church 

World Service, it provides assistance to people in more than eighty countries.  When 

the Haitian earthquake struck, the UCC was able to respond thanks to this fund.  

Your gift supports international programs of health, education and agricultural 

development, relief, and refugee assistance.  Remembering Jesus‟ call to the disciples 

to care for his people, please give generously.  Thank you. 

 

 

Easter Food Ingathering 

 

Our church community will be packing food for our annual Easter distribution to Mansfield families on 

Saturday, March 27 from 10 am to Noon in the Parish House lounge.  Volunteers of all ages are 

welcome!  Delivery will be on Palm Sunday, March 28 after worship; maps provided.   

 

We plan to again buy produce wholesale.  Donations are needed to cover the cost, as well as the 

purchase of hams.  Please make your check payable to Storrs Congregational Church with “Food 

Ingathering” on the memo line.  Gifts of Easter baskets, grass, candy and other items for children‟s 

baskets are also needed and can be left in the outreach alcove of the Parish House lounge.  Thanks for 

your help with this ministry, which is so much appreciated by your neighbors in need!   

 

 

 

 UCC UConn students are looking for ways to raise money for 

our upcoming Alternative Spring Break trip to help with 

Hurricane Relief in March 2010. 

 

So if you need help cleaning out a garage/basement/room/house, 

babysitting, spring outdoor cleaning, snow removal for a 

week/weekend, or other odds & ends jobs around the house/yard, 

we'd love to help out! 

 

Donations are requested for our labor. Please contact Jill Hardy 

(jillian.hardy@uconn.edu) if you have a potential job and we'll work with you to set up a 

time that works best. Thank you in advance for all of your support for our trip! 
 

 
 

 

There is a basket on top of the coat rack by the Church Office 

where lost and found items will be placed.  We currently have a 

pair of reading glasses, a gold cross necklace and a pair of gloves.  

Please stop and check to see if any of these items are yours. 

mailto:jillian.hardy@uconn.edu
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ANNIVERSARIES: 
Lynn & Marge Brown March 22 Ed & Nancy Tomastik March 28

 

 

BIRTHDAYS: 
Mary Patrone-Czaja March 1 

Erica Blum March 2 

Jessica McCabe March 2 

Foster Lindley March 3 

Ryan Ignatowicz March 3 

Dianne Sprague March 3 

Leigh Jones-Bamman March 5 

Grace Malloy March 7 

Rebecca Thompson March 7 

Ruth Maker March 7 

Faith Halloran March 7 

Hayden Abdullah March 13 

Erin Cowles March 14 

Bethany Saypalia March 14 

Haley Hamlin March 15 

Pamela Reichel March 15 

Luke Allen March 15 

Marty Kinsman March 15 

Katherine Taylor March 16 

Jennifer Cano March 17 

Joe Miller, Jr. March 18 

Laura Sharpe March 20 

Kelly Gifford March 21 

Cayce Schmidt March 21 

Charles Nagy March 21 

Madison Palmer March 21 

Nathaniel Ash-Morgan March 21 

Laura Popelski March 22 

Cayce Schmidt March 24 

Emma Swift March 24 

Jan Scottron March 25 

Curtis Hoffman March 26 

Jennifer Dixon March 26 

Steve Dahlberg March 26 

Ryan O'Keefe March 28 

Chuck Vinsonhaler March 29 

Lena Looman March 29 

     Jenna Castle    March 31

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

SCC Worship on Channel 14 

Our worship broadcasts each Sunday at 11:30am 

on our local cable Channel 14.  It is a 30 minute 

broadcast of music and message from the previous 

Sunday. 
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March 

  7
th 

 4:00 p.m. Pot Luck/Bingo 

11
th

 12 – 2 Women’s Fellowship 

12
th

 – 14
th

 UCC Women’s Celebration 

15
th

 Carillon Deadline 

27
th

 10:00 a.m. Easter Food Packing 

28
th

 Palm Sunday 

28
th

 East Food Delivery 

30
th

 Directory Deadline 

mailto:SCCHURCH@UConnVM.UConn.Edu

