
1 
 

The Carillon 

September 2010 

Storrs Congregational Church 
2 North Eagleville Road (860) 429-9382 
Storrs, CT  06268 Fax (860) 429-9693 
Email info@storrscongchurch.org  Web Page: http://www.storrscongchurch.org  
Editor: Deborah Gacek  Interim Associate Minister:  Rev. Dr. Karen Bailey -François 
 

���� ����
� � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � 
 � 
 
 � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � 
 � 
 
 � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � 
 � 
 
 � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � 
 � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � ���� ���������	
���
�����������������������������	
���
�����������������������������	
���
�����������������������������	
���
��������������������

��	���������	���������	���������	�������� ���

���� ���� ��	
��� 
������� 
���������
�� �� � ����� ����������� ������� � ��� �� 
������
!� "��"���� ��� !���#�� $���%�� � ���
$���� #�� ����%�� �����#������ � � %� ������
�������� ���%�&� %��� '����� ����� ���� "����
�(�� #����� "�����������������(��������"�����
� %� � ����#�� "� � � ���� ����� ����� ����
� ��������� � %� #���� ���� �����#� ���� �����
"������ ��� ����� �(� ����� )��*� %� �(�
!��������� +�

$���%�� $����#������ �� ��� ����� ,� 
����� ���
�������� � � #��(�������� #������� ������
$������ -��� � ���� ���#���� ��� �� ��� �� %�
��������%��#� �� "� ��� �������������������
�(�������� � "�"������ "+�

Sept.  5th  
Labor Day – 10:00 Family Worship  

Sept.  12th  Homecoming Sunday – 10:00 Family worship 
commissioning the new church program year in 
worship and through participation in the 
Mansfield “Festival on the Green” parade & 
celebration. 

Sept. 19th  10:00 Worship ~ Church School starts 
4:30 pm  Junior PF Start-up Meeting 
5:30 pm - Jr. / Sr. PF Cookout 
6:30 pm – Sr. PF Start-up Meeting 

Sept. 26th 10:00 Worship & Church School –  
Highlighting SCC Ministries and Partnerships 
with special recognition of UCC/UConn!   
Welcome Back Potluck for EVERYONE to 
follow. 

����������
������������������� !"����������
������������������� !"����������
������������������� !"����������
������������������� !"�� �������������� �
	����������� �
	����������� �
	����������� �
	����
� ���� "�"���.����#���%�� /��#��������������������� �����������������*�%��#����� �������(��������"����� +��0���
!!�
��
0������"������ ��� ����$���� �((�#�����*� "� �((�#�� � ����� "� ��� ��� ���� ������((��(� ���� ����%����������� �� � � %������
������1������� %� "������"��� �+���)�� ��%��������� �����%������ %���(�����
!!�'�  ���� %����#���(����� �������
���#�� "��� "+�������������� �#������+�0������������ ��������%%�#�����+�� ������� �#����������������������� "����
�%������� "�����#��� "������������� �+������23��$��  �����#���#��#� ����������� ��%+�������������� �#�� ����+���
4�����������5�������#����� "���5�������  ���������� "�������������� ������� ������06������������� ��� � ��#��(�����
#����� "���$�������  ���� %��#��� ���" �������#���� ���������� �#�����������#���������" �������#���� �� ���������
� �0����%�������789:;��)��������%�����((�� %�������� ��'�����(����� "�;��'<�!3<�0
&<��������%������������ �� %�
�����4�&<�
�	<���������� "�����#���� ����* ��������� ����=�0������������� �������%�� %�����������" ������ ����
#���#�����#������������>�� �� ���������������>��� � �+���

�#�����!���$
��%���	�&���	�����������
#��'����������#�����!���$
��%���	�&���	�����������
#��'����������#�����!���$
��%���	�&���	�����������
#��'����������#�����!���$
��%���	�&���	�����������
#��'��������� ������!����!(������!����!(������!����!(������!����!(� ���

!!� ����� �������� � %������� �� (� �����#� ������#�*�� � �� ���� (��%������� ������ �  �� � � %�?8::� �+�+� ����� �� ����%�
����� "�� %���#�%���������"�+�$��������� ���������� 
����%������ � "�
��������������#���#��*��#�� +�
�"  ������������
���������������������������#��� ���+��
������������ �� �����%=��$�� ������������� %�� #����"� "�������� ���%� ���� ��
����������������%6���������������������������� "���% "��+�$������#� ��%������ %� "�� ������������������� ��������
����� "���(������ ����������2�������	� �(���%�#����  ����� %�� ����#�� "���������� ��"������� %�(��� %� +���

���)*������������)*������������)*������������)*�������������������!(�
��"������������!(�
��"������������!(�
��"������������!(�
��"������+
�����,������+
�����,������+
�����,������+
�����,��- ---� ��� �����
�������	&� �����
�������	&� �����
�������	&� �����
�������	&�. ...�#�
������������	���
����#�
������������	���
����#�
������������	���
����#�
������������	���
���� ���
!� ��#��$���3������� ��� 
��� 
#����� !�6#������ (��� ��� � ��������� � � ����2��� � ���%6������� ���#� ��#�� ����#� ��#��
�((�#�+�0�����"����#���������������%���������%���#� �� ���������������+�



2 
 

 

Pasta Dinner & Auction Event… 
Coming October 23, 2010 – Save the Date 
The delicious and always enjoyable Annual Pasta Dinner and Auction will take place on October 
23rd.  Please be sure to save the date for this “good eats, good treats!” event. 

How will YOU contribute?  
Lots of needs exist from dining room set up and clean up to waitressing, or dishwashing; from 
kitchen help and auction recruitment set up and management that evening to people to distribute 
flyers, the options include something for everyone. 
Auction items are already coming in! THIS IS A MAJOR FUNd-raiser. 

We need everyone to help in some way.  Together we can make this happen. 
Many thanks to our Christian Chef crew who have committed to planning another wonderful menu, 
and preparing the food for the evening. 
Don, Jan, Gail, John, Andy and Kelly do an unbelievable amount of work for this FUN event. 

How will you support them? 
See the bulletin board sign-up or contact Pam Roberts, Council FUNd-raising Coordinator 
(drpampt@charter.net or 860 428-2406).   
  

Oliver! News… 
The first full rehearsal of Oliver! has been scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 12. Many members of the 
church family are participating in the production as well as others from the greater community 
including residents of Mansfield, Ashford, Tolland, Columbia, Vernon, Willimantic, Willington, 
Stafford Springs, Coventry and elsewhere.  

Performances will be at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 18, Friday, Nov. 19, and Saturday Nov. 20.  The 
performance on Sunday, Nov. 21 will be at 2 p.m. 

It is not too late to either help with the production or to make a donation.  A percentage of the money 
raised goes to Silver Lake Conference Center. 

Please see Louise Wright, Allison Burchell-Robinson, or Holly Matthews. 
 

UCC UConn Begins Fundraising for Alternative Spring Break 
Trip in March 
Need Help Raking? Fall Clean Up? Babysitting? UCC UConn students are looking for ways to raise 
money for their upcoming Alternative Spring Break in March, 2011. Students are available for 
raking, cleaning out basements/garages, babysitting, and other general manual labor. Donations are 
requested for their labor. Please contact Jillian Hardy or Michael Jeanfavre, who will arrange the 
appointments. Her email is jillian.hardy@uconn.edu and his email is michael.jeanfavre@uconn.edu. 

Thank you for your support! 
 
Thanks! 
Jill  
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A wise friend invokes the following to encourage and ground his daughters.  He says, “You can do 
ANYTHING you want… but not everything you want.”  In other words, “choose wisely.”  My guess is 
that the same will apply to us – you, me, this church – through the next few months.   To my mind, 
that is good. 
 
We are an imaginative and ambitious lot, full of ideas and hopes.  The results are obvious – just read 
through this newsletter!  There is so much good going on.  And yet, we are also a finite and practical 
crew, with limitations that deserve our respect.   
 
With this much time, with that much energy and with the resources at hand or in sight, we are 
prepared for a glorious Fall and the start of an exciting new program year.  It will be wonderful – 
worth every bit we commit.  AND, in the midst and the mix of this SCC season, we must attend to 
some essence-shaping needs:   
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One of my dearest, deeply held prayers is found in this familiar hymn: “Breath on me breath of God, 
fill me with life anew; that I may love what thou dost love and do what thou wouldst do.”  I like the 
timelessness I find in using the old words; the immediacy of the attention I must pay to the present in 
order to fulfill them; and the promise of the on-going, in-dwelling, God-centered life these few 
simple lines invite.   Isn’t that what our faith is all about? 
 
In the coming days and weeks and months, we CAN do anything we want… just not everything.  Not 
all at once.  And that is good.  For in the midst of our finite faithfulness, God will undoubtedly 
provide. 
 
See you in church! 
 

����������	
��



4 
 

 

Women’s Fellowship Luncheon News… 
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Note About Stewardship… 
Behind the Scenes 

 As summer winds down and we look forward to a full and fulfilling autumn, it seems natural to 
think of where we have been and where we are headed.  The themes embedded in our upcoming 
production of Oliver! are especially appropriate as we consider what it means to be part of our church 
family and wider community. 

 The Storrs Congregational Church Stewardship Committee has been working behind the scenes to 
identify the many ways we translate God's love into action.   As individual SCC members, we are 
involved in a range of different projects, but are each committed to sharing the comfort of our Giving 
God with all.  Our activities are integrated in God's love. 

 This October, the committee will explore how we welcome our wider community in fundamental 
ways.  The stewardship drive will commence on World Communion Sunday (October third).  
Consecration Sunday 2010 will take place on October 24th.  Throughout the month, church members 
and friends will present personal accounts of God's giving in their lives.   

 Now is the time for each of us to consider how our church family has enriched our lives, and how we 
may best share that joy with others. 
  

Library Happenings… 
Once again we begin the fall with recommitment to offering you the best of selections from your 
church library.  The shelves are filled with great books for your enjoyment.  If it is religious research, 
books for sharing with your family, books for your children to read, and, of course, that special book 
to share with yourself you will surely find the right book in the library. 

Why not start thinking about a stop in the library after worship on Sunday morning?  You may also 
borrow books during the week by following the instructions on top of the file cabinet.  There is 
usually someone working in the library on Tuesday mornings. 

Your suggestions for books to be added, your generous donations in books you aren’t using, and 
monies for books in memory or in celebration of a special person or to honor  an act of kindness are 
always appreciated.  Please feel free to discuss this possibility with a committee member. 

We also appreciate your ideas for more visibility to the library/education program of the facility.  We 
will be presenting a program for the Women’s Fellowship this year.  Watch for that opportunity for 
fellowship and learning more about the library. 

Happy borrowing from the Edwina Whitney Library of the Storrs Congregational Church. 

Serving you – Janet Atkins, Charleen Knapp, Susan Schur, Jane Scott, Jennie Talbot and Joan 
Webster   
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Good Bye and God Be With You! 
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Christian Education News… 
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Sunday School Classes Start September 19, 2010 
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Keep Those Pledges Coming… 
 
#�����	��	������	�����		:�	������	������	 ������	���	 ������	"�����	��������		;�	
����	��	 �
	
���	 ���	 �
	 +���	 ��	 ����	 �"���	 <=	 7>$$�...9	 "�����	 �� ���	 ��	 ������	 "��	 	 &��	 "�����	 ��	
"����	 ��	 ������	 ������	 �
	 >%?$�...	 ������	 ������	 ��� ���	 ���	 �����	 	 &��	 �(������	
7������������	 ��������9	 ���	 ���������	 ������	 ������ ����	 ���	 �����	 	 �����
����	 ��	 ��	 ���������	
����	 �������	 "�	  ���	 ��	 ��	 ����	 ��	 ��	 ����	 ����	 ��	 ��������	 ��	 ����	 ��	 �������	 ��������	
�����	��	����	
��	�������	��	�����	���		#��	;	������ ���	���	��	���	��	 ���	����	�������	��	
��	 ����	 ��	 ��	 ��������	 ���	 
����	 	 ;
	 ���	 ������	 ��� �����	 ���������	��	 ����3���������	 ���	 ��	
���	����	������	�����	��	���	�������		:��	�
	���	�� ������	�	��(	��
���	���	�����	��������	
�����	 ��	 ��	 �����	 ����	 �������	 	 ���� 	 ���	 
��	 ����	 ����������	 ��������	 �������	 �
	 ���	
�������	

@����	+������	����������	 

	



7 
 

Storrs Congregational Church Council Meeting 
June 15, 2010  

Minutes  
Present:   
Louise Wright (Chair) 
Pam Roberts (Vice Chair) 
Connie Rock (Deacons Rep) 
Betty Robinson (Christian Outreach Rep) 
Chuck Vinsonhaler (Clerk) 

Paulla Dixon (Fellowship Rep)  
Rich Cowles (Properties Rep) 
Dick Roberts (Music Rep) 
Dave Jordan (Treasurer)  
Dr. Karen Bailey-Francois (Int. Assoc. Pastor)

Zoe Strickler (Christian Ed Rep) 
Jamie Lang-Rodean (Growth Board Rep) 
   

Ed Tomastik  (Finance Board Rep)

  
1. Called to Order  by Louise Wright at 7:03 P.M.  
 
2. Meditation and Candle Lighting:  Pastor Karen lit the three “Spirit” candles while some of us read 
from the book of meditations,  “”Out of the Ordinary”. A main theme was that we become stronger in faith 
through community. 
 
3. Additions to the Agenda:  Two items from the Properties Board were added to New Business. 
 
4. Review of Council Minutes:  Ed moved and Pam seconded that we approve the Minutes of June 15. 
Motion passed subject to minor changes: correct spelling of Jeri; Section 7d changed to read “Council 
requests Properties to investigate the possibility for movable pews at the front of the sanctuary.” 
 
5. Present to Speak:  None. 
 
6. Old Business 

a. Interim Associate Minister’s Report.  Karen urged the Council to turn in their surveys. Notify 
her if you  didn’t receive one. The surveys will be used for appropriate background work on 
governance issues. 
 The response to the Veteran’s day celebration was gratifying. Karen is compiling a list of all 
veterans  associated with our church. She is looking for a plaque with the names of all our WWII 
veterans.  
 
b. Welcoming All : The WA group provided an update report as of May 31. They continue to pay off 
principal on our loans for the project at an accelerated rate. Reminder notes to pledgers were sent 
out at a June 11 meeting. Positive responses were heartening.  There will be another follow-up after 
the 2nd quarter report, in July. The next WA meeting is August 29. 
 
c. Building Committee:  The cement floor has been installed and tested. After the carpet is 

installed on June 22, we can close out the Welcoming All project contracts. The Building 
Committee will post signs to help in the navigation of our new space. 

 
d. Senior Pastor Search Committee:  The committee is very busy with interviews. They recently 

celebrated their 1-year anniversary together. They are optimistic that their hard work will lead to 
an outstanding choice. 

 
 

e. Properties . Rich C. reports that they have been looking at the possibilities for removable pews at 
the front of the sanctuary. Such pews would be very heavy. There is no good place to put them. 
They would likely be damaged from movement. Aesthetics preclude total removal of pews. 
Moving the piano requires professional help and considerable expense. For these and other 
reasons, the Properties Board is against removable pews. 
 
Dick R. noted that the Music Board supported temporary  pew removal. Dave J. suggested a 
complete redesign of the front of the sanctuary. A discussion followed on the topic of uses of our 
worship space. It was decided by acclamation to put this issue on hold and inform the 
congregation of our conversation. 
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f. Space and Facilities Action Plan. The Memorial Room working group is getting estimates to 
refinish the Memorial Room floor. 
 

g. FUNd raising.  This committee submitted a report, with an updated chart of activities 
and projected income. The plan to sell sports tickets has been abandoned due to 
lack of interest. Sue Schur and Pam will chair the Festival on the Green. They have 
scheduled a planning meeting for June 27 after worship. The Festival offers the 
opportunity for publicity as well as FUNdraisinig. There will be a dessert event in 
August, possibly including live music. The Pasta and Auction event is looking for 
leadership. Pam asked that we all publicize this need. 

 Ed reported for Finance on funding for Oliver! Up to $1000 may be spent by the Oliver! team 
without outside  approval. 

7.  New Business. 
a. Nominating . Pam moved and Dave seconded that the following recommendations from the 

Nominating Committee be accepted.  
 
�+�	��*�3������(������ #��0��#�� @��� �A����%������� ��4������� �B�A������� 8�@�9C+�
�+�-��� �3��� ����6'��������(�������������� �2����� ������������(����#� ��� ���������������� ��%������� �
D� ������:�:��  ��������� "�B�A������� ��@�9C+�
9+���%�%�#���%�$��������3������ ��!���������������� ���%�(�������
 ����������#�����$�����+�B0���#���� ��
$��������3������ ��!�����������#� �#������������� � ���������(���+�D������������������������������ �
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�##�������8�
��
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��D������� "63�%�� �
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b. Personnel .  Dave is satisfied with Deborah as book-keeper. A proposal by Personnel to change 

Deborah’s status to “temp for hire” met with approval from all sides. Deborah is enthusiastically 
supportive, but wants to maintain temp status for now due to financial considerations. The church 
saves money also. Personnel is looking into insurance policies and guidelines for time off. Any 
questions or comments should be directed to Dr. Jay or the Personnel Committee. 
 

c. Painting the Steeple. Rich C. is looking for steeple painters. The one available company has 
submitted a bid for a thorough, high-quality job. A cost of $15,750 will be covered by the Major 
Projects Fund.  The steeple painting will require negotiations with Verizon. Additional painting 
projects lie in the future. 
 
Pam moved that the Council accept a request by Properties to authorize the Council Chair to call 
a meeting of the congregation to consider major project expenditure for the purpose of steeple 
painting, pending approval by Finance and Verizon. Dick R. seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
d. Steeple Clock. Rich C. reported that the clock has one working face and no chimes. Two minute 

hands have blown down. Rich would like to spend $600-700 for translucent plexiglass (enough for 
3 clock faces). Rich will supervise the project, doing much of the work himself (Kudos to Rich!). 
The Waring Fund can be used if this work is deemed beautification. 
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Pam moved and Paulla seconded the following motion: That the Council authorize Rich’s work on 
the clock as discussed above, provided insurance coverage is acceptable. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
e. Christian Education Report . (given after Council Chair report) Zoe Strickler reiterated that The 

Board of Christian Education is “challenged” and needs the support of the entire congregation. A 
planning retreat will be discussed at a meeting after Vacation Bible School. Christian Ed will invite 
the entire congregation to join the retreat. 

 
 8.  Treasurer’s report.  Dave began by distributing a one-page narrative. Finances are looking better 
with income exceeding expenses for the month (by nearly $12,000. The Oliver! fundraising project is in 
the audition and planning stage. A tentative budget has been prepared and is in the process of being 
shared with Finance and other groups. May was not a good month for investments. The Managed Fund 
dropped over $50,000. The other funds are in good shape. The Investment Committee will meet with our 
SmithBarney representative on June16. 
 
9.  Council Chair Report.   

····  Deborah is handling the new “updatable” calendar. 
····  What should be sent electronically, what in hard copy? After some consideration, Louise 

decided to continue electronic mailings, but create hard copy of Agenda, Minutes, Special 
Need issues. Notify Deborah if you want a hard copy of something else. 

····  Louise has determined that a July Council meeting is not needed. The time may be spent 
in rest and renewal. 

····  Pam noted that 2012 is the 275th anniversary of our church. 
 

10. Closing Prayer . Led by Pastor Karen. 
 

11. Adjournment  at 9:14 pm. 
 
 

Next Meeting: Tuesday August 17, 2010 @7:00pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Chuck Vinsonhaler, Clerk  
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A Special Thank you for Dr Jay Terbush: This was read and a gift shared in a special moment 
during the council meeting of August 16, 2010.  Thank you Dr Jay and God Bless!!!! 

A resolution brought forward at the SCC Council meeting, August 16, 2010 
Where as we are approaching the end of our last council meeting together with Dr. Jay…. 
Whereas the hour of opportunity for expressing some collective thoughts directly to Dr. Jay is indeed 
here…… 
We, the SCC Council, collectively recognize you, Dr. Jay for your pastoral support and leadership.  
Some of us remember the   first time you came to a Council meeting as Mark Roy, chairman of the 
Interim Senior Pastor Search Committee introduced you to the Council in May of 2007. Some of us 
joined the FUN in February of  2008, in February  of 2009 and some joined the FUN in February of 
2010. 
Whereas there is not time to mention all the ways you have helped our church look back, celebrate 
and plan, begin to envision our future and  move on…….   
Whereas we will miss your willingness to participate in pie contests, dunking tanks and wall bashing, 
your construction mediation and your role as the best dressed and most convincing St. Nicholas there 
could ever be…...   
Whereas we will miss your encouragement of open communication and discernment of God’s plans 
for us …….and your challenge to us to “take at least one more step in our personal spiritual 
growth”…. 
And whereas the Holy Land Pilgrimage group would likely admit to taking many steps through the 
Holy Land with you…….They would likely say that they took many, huge, and important steps with 
you on their trip in Feb of 2009….. 
And whereas we will miss your questions which nearly always led to further thought, a broadening of 
perspective, a few chuckles and eventually, a hidden lesson or two….. 
And whereas we have learned more about Gluten free eating, thoughtful listening and 
communication, Celtic religious practices and ….the contents of THE BOX.  
Therefore, now as we near the end of the journey together, we feel obligated to carry out one more 
task you discussed as soon as you arrived and across the years of your employment with us.   
To be sure you are not disappointed, we feel we must bring your concept to the concrete….. make the 
countdown clear and administratively meet the mutual employment expectations  of you, Dr. Jay, our 
head of staff …..  
We hereby present you with your very own PINK SLIP.  We understand the PINK SLIP is non-
negotiable and in the best interest of the church and you.  We celebrate this three year experience 
while being at a place where we should be on our way to success without your continued 
employment.    So, here is your “PINK SLIP” from the personnel committee. Through extended 
research we were unable to locate an authorized UCC format or recommended wording for a 
transitional interim senior pastor employment termination form, therefore  we designed our own for 
you.  
In addition,  please accept this gift card to help you fill the hours of commuting in your future. 
And,  this gift to help you remember  Cass, Andy, Ted, Louise’s and your contributions to the council 
growing tradition of using candle light to focus the Council’s  attention on “letting our lights shine”  
as individuals,  to gather that  “light” as a Council and to spread that “light” further  as a whole 
church family in covenant with God.     
We resolve to move on relying on the grace of God and the talents, passion, joy and faith of our 
church family.  We wish you good luck, blessings, laughter and growing spirituality as you 
personally and professionally move on as well. 
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News of the Parish 

ANNIVERSARIES:  
Eileen & Larry Metzgar Sept. 6 
Bob & May Guttay Sept. 10 

Tom & Jan Weston Sept. 17 
Peggy & Ridgway Davis Sept. 22 

 
BIRTHDAYS:  

Mary Dean Sept. 1 
Ethel Cominskey Sept. 2 
Robert Kimenyi Sept. 3 
Adah Ruth Ballard Sept. 6 
Jay Terbush Sept. 6 
Keoki Vinsonhaler Sept. 8 
Larry Metzgar Sept. 9 
Melissa Mason Sept. 9 
Priscilla Pike Sept. 9 
Elliot Smith Sept. 11 
Pam Roberts Sept. 11 
Robert Malecki Sept. 12 
Alix Sleight Sept. 13 
Bill Thompson Sept. 13 
William Huey Sept. 13 
Jon Ryder Sept. 13 
Peg Winzler Sept. 14 
Stephanie Roy Sept. 16 
Matthew Dione Sept. 17 

Alice-Mae Suits Sept. 18 
Michael Spottiswoode Sept. 19 
Rod Rock Sept. 19 
Christopher Dustin Sept. 20 
Katie (Chague) Bienvenue Sept. 20 
Virginia Roger Black Sept. 20 
Donna Kristoff Sept. 21 
Ed Tomastik Sept. 21 
Jan Weston Sept. 23 
Ellie Marshall Sept. 25 
Steven Demurjian, Jr. Sept. 25 
Jane Anne Bobbitt Sept. 26 
Lynn Brown Sept. 26 
Elizabeth Mochel Sept. 28 
Wendy Hamlin Sept. 28 
Alyssa Cowles Sept. 29 
Corey Dione Sept. 29 
Robin Blomstrann Sept. 29 
Rebecca Clark Sept. 30 

 
DEATHS: 

Marcia Parker April 7, 2010 
Margaret Miller Brundage Christie June 1, 2010 
Frank Ballard June 4, 2010 
Alice (Poppy) Whitacre June 16, 2010 

 
BUILDING USAGE:  

The Storrs Congregational Church has opened its doors and extended hospitality to The 
Storrs Noon Group of AA.  This group previously met at St. Thomas Aquinas Chapel but 
has outgrown the space. Since the beginning of August, this group has been meeting 
each weekday in the Education Building Room 102 and use the Kitchenette in Room 104. 
The meetings are held from 12:00 – 1:00 on Monday –Thursday and from 11:30 – 12:30 
on Fridays. 
 
 



 

 
September 2010 UPDATE 
 

����������	
����
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With the announcement of Dr. Jay’s departure, we on the Welcoming All Committee have been thinking about 
his role in the life of the church, and in particular, his role in the launch and success of the Welcoming All 
project. 
 
Has it really been more than two years since he coaxed us into 
reviving plans to make our Parish House more 
accessible? By the end of the summer of 2008, the project 
was moving toward a Congregational vote and 
members of the church had reviewed old proposals, some 
that dated back nearly 30 years. 
 
He would be the first to say that many people were 
involved in the effort, many members of the church jumped 
in to provide support; many were helping to bring the project 
forward. But it was Dr. Jay’s enthusiastic, passionate, and 
positive support that served as a catalyst for our 
success. 
 
From the steering committee preplanning and 
consultant feasibility study in the summer of 2008 and the 
Congregational meetings that fall, through the 
Campaign Kick-Off in January 2009 and Celebration Sunday 
the following March, the construction from May 
through October, and into 2010 as we continue to collect 
the pledges that pay for the project, Dr. Jay has been a 
steadfast cheerleader, a staunch supporter, and a vibrant 
voice encouraging our efforts.  He urged us to listen to one another, and to discuss and discern God’s call to us. 
 
He led us as a congregation to write, from our hearts, prayers that voiced concern and asked for God’s guidance, 
prayers that shared support and hope. With spiritual sincerity and respect for all points of view, these prayers 
were published in a prayer book as a unifying and faith building project. The book continues to be a guide for us 
all. 
 
From everyone on the Welcoming All Committee, and on behalf of the previous Welcoming All Campaign 
Committee, thank you Dr. Jay. We wish you all the best in your new position in North Madison, Connecticut.  

For additional information  about 
Welcoming All, including photos and 
videos, visit the Church website: 
http://www.storrscongchurch.org and 
click on the blue Welcoming All! button. 

 
Making a big splash…  Dr. Jay urged us  
to pursue the Welcoming All Campaign  
for Accessibility. [Photo from the 2007  
Fall Festival.] 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Making the kick-off…  Dr. Jay talks with Jan 
and Don Hoyle at the campaign kick-off in 
January 2009, where it was announced that we 
had already raised $887,191.63 in pledges and 
in-hand contributions, nearly 81 percent of the 
campaign goal of $1.1 million. 

Breaking barriers… Dr. Jay and Rev. 
Hillary both helped make the big bash just 
that – a Big Bash!  
 

�
Behind us through it all…  Dr. Jay (back row, 
second from right) with Building Committee 
members and others at the elevator ribbon cutting. 

 
Spreading the word… Dr. Jay, and cast 
members, appeared on WILI’s “Wayne 
Norman Show” in November 2008 to 
promote the production of “Godspell” that 
raised funds toward the accessibility 
project. 

 

With all our hearts,  
With prayers of thanks, 
We will miss, Dr. Jay. 
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RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 
 

 

Excitement is in the 
air as the Fall 

FUNd-raising is 
coming! 

 
September is always a 

busy time as the program 
year moves into full 

swing at SCC, and this 
year is no exception. We 

anticipate much 
excitement as we extend 
our ”Welcome to All” on 

Homecoming Sunday, 
September 12th and take 
our excitement into the 

greater community. 


