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May Highlights 

May 1st Special Congregational 
Meeting, after worship in the 
Parish House Lounge 

 Potluck to Honor Graduating 
Seniors, 5:00 p.m., Auditorium 

May 8th Blankets + Offering 

Happy Mothers’ Day 

May 14th Annual Spring Fair 

May 15th Last Sunday School 

 Calendar Planning Meeting, 
12:00 p.m., Lounge 

May 21st L. Cameron Johnson Memorial 
Organ Competition 

May 30th Memorial Day Observance, 
Office closed 

SPF Retreat at Enders Island, Mystic, CT 
May 27th – May 30th 
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May 1st:  The 2nd Sunday of Easter 
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May 8th:  The 3rd Sunday of Easter – Holy Communion 
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May 15th:  The 4th Sunday of Easter 
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May 22nd:  The 5th Sunday of Easter 
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May 29th:  The 6th Sunday of Easter 
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Positive comments about the artwork being hung in our buildings are much appreciated by 
the group working on this project.  Many pieces of art were brought together at the time of 
the Welcoming All Campaign and stored in the Memorial Room.  When the redecorating of 
the Memorial Room became a reality it became necessary to move the works again and the 
decision was made to hang them for everyone to enjoy.  What you are now seeing in the 
buildings is the majority of what we own.  Many of the paintings are by former members of 
the church.  The grouping at the second floor elevator lobby had been scattered throughout the buildings and are 
taking on new meaning as an arrangement.  If you have been missing the crayon rubbing textile art from the 
lounge you will be excited to know that it has been saved from some deteriorating conditions.  The 1979 
rubbing by then member Jan Aronson is of an angel carved in a tombstone in the cemetery behind the church.  

Please be sure you say thank you to the Parish Piecers who offered to sponsor the work from 
their proceeds.  Jane Allinson provided some of the materials necessary to complete the 
framing. There are still a few more pieces requiring repair work.  Thank you to Bill Thompson 
and Dick Roberts for patiently hanging the paintings and photographs.  The group also helped 
Pastor Matt with some items in his office and will return to complete that task.  Janet Atkins, 
Pamela Roberts, Mark Roy, and Annmarie Thompson are the people working on this project. 

��������������������������� �
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The Rev. Susan Tarolli, our Eastern Regional Minister, from the Connecticut Conference, United Church of 
Christ issues the following invitation: 

"Give time.  It is wonderful that many churches have filled the Saturday serving slots that are 
typically the “church volunteer” slots for months to come.  Do you know of anyone in your 
congregation who might have the gifts to be an active, skilled member of the Board of Directors?  
Someone who has experience in non-profits?  Someone who has a commitment to serving the 
demographic served by the Soup Kitchen?   Give your voice.  Be daring in exploring and extending 
the compassion of Christ to those places in your own neighborhood most raw with need. Talk it up 
and see where the Spirit leads." 

Anyone interested in this exciting opportunity to lend support to the Covenant Soup Kitchen should contact 
Paul Doyle at Covenant Soup Kitchen, 860- 423-1643  or visit their website: http://covenantsoupkitchen.org/ 

��������������������������� �
Blankets+ 

Each year on Mothers’ Day members of our congregation contribute to the Blanket Fund.  Donations help 
Church World Service provide the right “tools” to meet immediate and long-term needs of people in crisis:  
·  Blankets, tents, food and other emergency supplies in the wake of a disaster 
·  Tools and seeds for refugees returning home to replant their fields 
·  Wells for families living in drought prone areas to provide clean, safe water to drink and to irrigate 

crops and gardens 
·  Literacy training and microcredit  for women struggling to realize their potential. 

Each blanket is $5.00. You may make a contribution by making checks payable to the Storrs Congregational 
Church with Blanket Sunday in the memo line.  Mothers’ Day cards can be used to acknowledge making these 
gifts on behalf of friends or family: the cards will be available on the information table in the lounge after 
Easter. 
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THANK YOU to all those who donated food for our Easter ingathering, and additionally to 
those who helped sort food items.   ~ The Outreach Board 
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��������	�
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Plans for Vacation Bible School are underway!  We are planning a fun-filled family event culminating with a 
bonfire at the church‘s Wormwood Hill property.  If you have any thoughts, ideas or would like to be a part of 

the planning process, please contact a CE board member.   

Just a reminder, the last day of Sunday School will be May 15th.  This will 
also be Teacher Appreciation Sunday.  Plan to attend church and support the 
wonderful teachers and helpers who have been leading our youth throughout 
the school year.  Playground activity time will begin on May 22nd.  We are 
still in need of volunteers to fill our playground supervision schedule.  If 
you’d like to help out one or two Sunday’s during the summer, please contact 
Julie Klimkiewicz in church or by email, julesklim@hotmail.com.   

~ Sue Irvine, Carolyn Holmy, Julie Klimkiewicz, Barbara Chilinski, Phil Gibbs, Kate Alexander 
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���������������������������������������������������  ��!����
������� ��� "#
$� %���� ���� ��� ���&���� &�'��� ��� ����!� �
('�������')� ��'������ ��� ���� ����'����� ����%��*���� � ������
��� ����  ��� ��� ����  ���*� �������� ��� �� ��&��� %����� � �+���
 ��������� �� ���� ���� ��������� ��� ,� �-� �� ������� ����
 ������ ��'����'� �  ������� ��.� ��������'� ��� ��� ���� �� ��
����� ��� ������� ���� ����  ���&����� /��+�� '�����'� ��'� ��
����'� ���� ����.� ��� ��� ��� ��� ����  ������� &��  �������

��� �������� ��� ���� ����������� ������ ���� ���� ����� “Imagine – Conversations about our passions”.  We 
��� �������� ���'������������ ��.���'���.���������� ����'��&��� �������%�� ������ ������ ��� ������
��0�����  ���'���  ��!���������� ��� %�� ����� ���� ������ ���'� ���� ����������'� ���� ���'������ � ����
����� ���� !�������� ��� ����  ��� ���1�����'� ���� �� �� � ���� '�����'�  �� ������ ����� ���������&��%����
���� !������� ��� ������������%������� ���  �������� ���� ���� �� ��� ��.�������� .� ����( �������&��)���!����
���������������.��%����*�����'�����2��������&������ ������������*������������ ��������������������
�
�������������+������ ��.��%���� ����������������3�� ���������4������������&�������� ��%����������������
���� ����� ������������� � ���� '���� ��� ��� ��'�'�� ����%� ����  ��'��'������ ��� ���� ����������%��*� ��� ����
 ��� �� ��� %���� ����� ��� �� ���� ��!������� ��� �������. � ����� ���� ������� ��� ����  ��'��'������ %�����
 ���&�����'�%����%�� ����  ����������'�������5�� �� ���� �������������������� �������������������

���������� �!����"#$�!#%�� !���&���
� �����%�����*���������������� ���� �������� '�"(�&!�!��� ����&���� ������������ ��� ������ ���������
&�� �!����&��� ���� ������ ���� ���� ����� ���)�� ���� �$� ����!#& � '�$$� *#� +�&!#% � ��� ���� ��������'��
	��������	�����������������!�������&&��%������67��� ����������������'��� )�"���'�'#�'�$$� ��!���#�!��
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FUNd-raising Events  
 

Date 
Key Leadership 

Estimated Range  
Projected 

Funds 
Raised 

WF/ All Church Bazaar Dec 4 2010   Eileen Metzger and Team      $400 $ 600 $1,000 

WF/ All Church Spring Fair May 14  Dianne Sprague and Team               $600 $800  

Festival on the Green Sept 25  Volunteers Needed  $150 $250  

All Church Talent Show Fall 2011 Stacy Malecki                   $250   $400  
 
Pasta Dinner & Auction 

 
Oct 2011 

"Chefs" (Castles, Kapinos, McCabes & team) 
Dining Room, Cleanup & Auction Teams Needed 

 
$ 2,000 

 
$3,000  

Other??      

   MIN MAX GOAL 
 Potential Totals $3,400 $5,050 $6,500 
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Storrs Congregational Church 
Council Meeting 
March 15, 2011  

Minutes 
 
Present:  
 
Pam Roberts (Chair) 
Dr. Karen Bailey-Francois (Int. Assoc. Pastor)  
Betty Robinson (Christian Outreach Rep)   
Bob Malecki (Associate Chair)  
Chuck Vinsonhaler (Clerk) 
Dick Roberts (Properties Rep) 

The Rev Matt Emery (Senior Pastor) 
Carolyn Holmy (Christian Ed Rep) 
Sue Schur (Deacons Rep) 
Jan Castle (At Large) 
Dave Jordan (Treasurer)           
Liz Cowles (Growth Rep))

Nancy Rucker (Call to Care Rep) 
Ken Doeg (Fellowship Rep) 

Kathy Lajoie (Finance Rep) 

    
 
 

 
 

1. Called to Order by Pam Roberts at 7:10 P.M.  
 
2. Meditation and Candle Lighting: Pam, Bob and Jan lit the three spirit candles, representing the Holy Spirit, 
the Council as leaders , and the congregation, respectively. 

Continuing the theme “IMAGINE: Conversations about our Passion” Pastor Matt led a discussion of the 
first chapter of Changing the Conversation: A third way for congregations, by Anthony B. Robinson. We 
responded to discussion prompts from the book, for example, “Do a free association with the word mission.” 
Next month we will discuss the second chapter. 
 
3. Additions to the Agenda:  
 6f.  Finance Report (Fund-raising guidelines) 
 6g  Assistant Treasurer search 
 7b  Properties report 
 7c  Christian Ed space request 
 7d  Staffing Schedule 
 
4. Review of Council Minutes:  Dick Roberts moved, second by Sue, that the Minutes for the February 15, 
2011, Council meeting be accepted. The motion passed with one abstention. For tonight’s meeting, the clerk 
will prepare and distribute a draft of the minutes to all Council members by the end of the week. Comments will 
be incorporated and a final draft will be circulated to all Council members for approval at the next meeting. 
 
5. Present to Speak: None. 
 
6. Old Business 

a. Senior Minister Report Pastor Matt submitted a written report (see attachment) as he will do every 
month. Items of note include the move into their final phase of the Transition Team. They held a meeting a 
few weeks ago and expect their mission to be completed in the next few months. Pastor Matt said that as we 
move into discernment around staffing, a helpful approach would be for the congregation to identify those 
parts of the congregation's Storrs Congregational Church ministry that they most want the senior pastor 
role to focus on.  Then, the pieces that fall outside that scope may point to what other sorts of staffing might 
be most appropriate. Matt will attend a 2 ½ day conference, Celebrate Call, Celebrate Challenge, near 
Boston on the weekend of May 4-6.   
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b.   Associate Minister’s Report. Pastor Karen endorsed a suggestion by Liz that youth be more involved 
in the worship service. Karen is in fact planning a worship service with the children. After the Children’s 
Message (Bible Sunday) on March 20, Karen will hold a teaching communion in the Education Building, 
She offers prayers of joy for the Mickel and Schur grandchildren on their baptisms. 
 Women’s Fellowship is hosting a Women’s Retreat, Women of Vision, on March 26 from 9:00 to 1:30. 
Easter food ingathering is April 16. 
 
d. Scheduling. Pam noted the many new entries in the scheduling book. Boards and Committees should 

check the book before scheduling an activity. A planning/calendar meeting is being organized 
 

e. AT&T Proposal . The project is moving rapidly. A revised lease was received from AT&T on March 9. 
An information meeting is scheduled for April 3, with a follow-up on April 11 that will include a 
representative of AT&T.  Dave Jordan introduced a motion from Finance that follows:  The Council 
will call for a congregational meeting March 27 to obtain approval for the expenditure of $2000 
from the Major Projects fund to pay an attorney to help us review the Lease Agreement with 
AT&T.  Upon successful review and congregational approval of the Lease Agreement, the $2000 
will be returned to Major Projects using the signing bonus that is part of the AT&T agreement. 
The motion passed with one abstention. Council had asked Finance to consider how the AT&T lease 
money should be spent. A lively discussion at a recent Finance Board meeting produced a variety of 
suggestions including the following:10% to missions, Major Projects Fund, Operating Budget and 
Program support,  Flexible Endowment. They suggested that congregational input be gathered as part of 
the April 3 information session so that Finance and Council can develop a formal recommendation in 
advance of the May 1 congregational meeting. 

 
f. Board and Committee vacancies. (i).Dave moved (Jan second) that we accept with regret the 

resignation of Nancy Titchen from the Growth Board. Passed unanimously. (ii) The Nominating 
Committee recommends that, to fill vacancies, Kate Alexander be appointed to the Board of Christian 
Education to serve until 2012; and that Nancy Rucker be appointed to the  Senior Pastoral Relations 
Committee for the remainder of 2011 to fill the vacancy shown in the 2010 Annual Report. Jan so 
moved (Liz second) The motion passed unanimously. 

 
g. Fund-Raising Guidelines. .. As a follow-up to some communication with Pam, Kathy presented her 

recommendations on how the existing  guidelines for fundraising should be interpreted as related to 
events coordinated by Council to meet the goal of the line item for FUNDraising as income in the 2011 
operating budget. They are: 
  (I)      Have Fun 

  (ii)      Notify Kathy 429-1914 and the church office of the date and time of the             
           proposed event. 
  (iii)     Kathy will work as liaison with the Board of Finance to help meet the needs  
           of the event.  The Finance Board is not an approval stop.  Funds raised by the event  
           will be allocated to the fundraising commitment in the Council budget. 
 

h. Assistant Treasurer.  Bob M. is stepping up recruiting efforts for this valuable position. There will be 
an advertisement in the next Carillon. The primary function of the Assistant Treasurer is to take over 
when Dave is away. Assistant Treasurer will be a Council appointment. There is no obligation to 
become Treasurer when Dave finishes his term.  The Council heartily endorsed Bob’s efforts.  

 
7.  New Business 
 

a.   SCC 275th Anniversary Committee.  Three people have agreed to serve on this committee to organize 
a celebration of our 275th anniversary in 2012:  Janet Atkins, Dick Roberts and Mark Roy. They will recruit 
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several additional members, with particular emphasis on including a deacon. Sue moved (Carolyn second) 
to establish and expand a 275th anniversary Committee, for which Pam will prepare a written charge. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 
a. Properties Board Report.    
     (i)  Handicap Ramp. The Properties Board has received a preliminary estimate for constructing a new 
handicap ramp at the front of the Meeting House. Funding would come from the Poppy Whittaker Fund. 
The Council strongly endorsed this project. 

 (ii)  Heating System. The Properties Board is making both short term and long term changes in heat 
maintenance service  responding to a letter from our current service provider indicating they will no longer 
service SCC’s heating system due to safety risks. Short term repair services by UCONN have been secured.
 (iii)  Water Meters. Properties has received notice that SCC and the rest of the North Eagleville 
religious community may be receiving a letter from UCONN advising us of changes in drinking water service 
planned to be implemented as early as July 2011. A charge for water may be imposed. The letter is currently 
being reviewed by the state Attorney General. Properties will gather information and Pam requested they share 
the letter with Council leadership when and if it arrives.  
 (iv)  Tower Floor. After worship on March 20, members of the Properties Board will look at the floor in 
the steeple to determine what can be done in preparation for the April reinstallation of the carillon console. 
Dick Roberts will serve as the lead person to recruit others for any work required. 

 
b. Christian Education Space Request. Carolyn reported that the Christian Education Board would like 

to occupy Room 106 in the Education Building. They proposed that the historian and the clerk might 
then occupy the vacated CE office. The CE request was received favorably and CE will coordinate with 
the appropriate people to move this change forward. 

 
c. Staffing Structure.  The Pastors have requested that Council form a nominating team to put together a 

Staffing Discernment Group (SDG) to engage the discernment process about staffing patterns. This 
group would report back to Council by June. Council endorsed Bob M and Liz C as a nominating 
committee to recruit one other individual for the nominating team. Pastor Matt will then convene the 
nominating team with the goal of recommending (about) 6 people to serve on the SDG. The 
recommendations will be reported at the April Council meeting. 

 
8.  Treasurer’s report. According to Dave, the budget is in good shape. The Investment and Memorial Gifts 
Committees are functioning well. 
 
9.  Council Chair/Personnel Report. An evaluation timeline and process for staff is in place. The Personnel 
Committee will meet with all staff by the end of March. Deborah has completed her probationary period as 
Office Administrator. Jan C. will coordinate the fundraising plans for Council this year. 
      Pam agreed to share her time with two additional announcements: 
(i)  Liz reported that Growth will be hosting a celebratory dinner on May 1 for UCC UConn. The dinner is a 
way to acknowledge and thank them for their many contributions. 
(ii) Nancy asked for volunteers for Call to Care. Contact her if you can join this important mission. 
 
Since there was no further business, 
 
10. Adjournment  at 9:26 pm.  
 

Next Meeting: Tuesday April 19, 2011 @7:00pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Chuck Vinsonhaler, Clerk  
 



16 

Senior Pilgrim Fellowship 
 Senior Pilgrim Fellowship’s mission trip to Boston over our February break was a huge 
success! Our experiences were especially moving because we were able to interact directly 
with many of the people we served, who, we learned, could serve us by teaching us lessons 
about life and faith. Although we were sometimes discouraged by the situations we 
encountered, we also discovered a transcendent hope that made our work fulfilling and 
worthwhile. We would like to 
thank everyone involved in 
making this wonderful experience 
possible for us! 
 SPF will be going on our 
annual retreat to Ender Island over 
Memorial Day weekend. Enders 
Island is a beautiful catholic retreat 
center just off the coast of Mystic 
(http://www.endersisland.com/). 
Last spring, our retreat focused on 
relationships, which gave us a 
chance to learn about our 
relationships with ourselves, our 
families, and our peers. Our retreat this year will be guided by the theme “From this day 
forward…,” allowing us to explore the subtopics of change, choices, and the future. When we 
return from out retreat, we will lead a service to share our reflections with the congregation. 
 To prepare for our retreat, we have been raising money through a variety of fundraisers. 
As you have probably noticed, we have been selling Munson’s chocolate bunnies at fellowship 
hour (the small milk chocolate bunnies have been the undisputed favorites). We are also 
planning to sell grinders after church on May 1, 8 & 15th, with pick-up on May 22nd during 
Fellowship hour.  Please come and see a member of SPF during fellowship hour to sign up for 
your grinder. 
 Thanks to all of you for the support you have given this group. It means a lot to all of 
us to know that we have such a strong, caring community is backing us! 
 
On behalf of Senior Pilgrim Fellowship- Natalie Wisehart 
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Date Greeter Lead Usher Usher Usher Usher Fellowshi p hour 

1-May Pam Roberts Ken Doeg Frances Woody Bob Wyss Cheryl Roy 

8-May Marjorie Brown Ken Doeg Frances Woody Kathy LaJoie Linda Blum 

15-May B & J Klimkiewicz Ken Doeg Frances Woody Kathy LaJoie Cheryl Roy 

22-May Marietta Johnson Ken Doeg Frances Woody Kathy LaJoie Donna Latincsics 

29-May Nancy Rucker Ken Doeg Frances Woody Kathy LaJoie 

5-Jun Susan Irvine 
Chuck 

Vinsonhaler Mark Roy 
Charlene 

Dickenson Parish Piecers 

12-Jun Carol Jordan 
Chuck 

Vinsonhaler Mark Roy 
Charlene 

Dickenson Pam Roberts 

19-Jun B & J Klimkiewicz 
Chuck 

Vinsonhaler Mark Roy 
Charlene 

Dickenson 
Dave & Carol 

Jordan 

26-Jun Donna Latincsics 
Chuck 

Vinsonhaler Mark Roy 
Charlene 

Dickenson 
F.Woody S. 

Morrison 
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Alison Kuhn 5/1 
Ariana Javidi 5/1 
Anna Keyes 5/2 
Bradley Johnson 5/3 
Elizabeth Norris 5/3 
Katie Ryder 5/4 
Kleoniki, Nikolaidis 5/4 
Chase Klimkiewicz 5/5 
Lindsey Johnson 5/5 
Brittany Castle 5/6 
Clifford Pellegrine 5/6 
Kris Lynes 5/6 
Bettejane Karnes 5/7 
Jessie Gifford 5/7 
Lloyd Duff 5/7 
Morgan Acklen 5/7 
Jason Rucker 5/8 
Chauncy Rucker 5/9 
Charlene Dickenson 5/10 

Nicole Proulx 5/10 
Derek Newcomb 5/11 
Jonas Goes 5/11 
Bob Guttay 5/12 
Natalie Nikolaidis 5/12 
Christine Guyette 5/14 
Gretchen (Schur) Leming 5/15 
Kenneth Larson 5/15 
Mary Thatcher 5/16 
Katherine Bakken 5/17 
Tyler Thorson 5/17 
David Heng Litrico 5/18 
Ridg Davis 5/18 
Emily Irvine 5/19 
Eric Abell 5/20 
Mason Babbitt 5/20 
Todd Mickel 5/20 
Harriet Brubacher 5/21 
Sarah Elliot 5/21 

Elaine Greer 5/22 
Kayla Redanz-Swett 5/22 
Catherine Longley-Cook 5/23 
Ruskin Storrs 5/23 
Marissa Muller 5/24 
May Guttay 5/25 
Jessie Daniels 5/26 
Alaina Klimkiewicz  5/27 
Caitlin Sleight 5/27 
Elliot Clark 5/27 
Victoria Chilinski 5/27 
Vida Javidi 5/27 
Aaron Ferguson 5/28 
Nancy Tomastik 5/28 
Aline Booth 5/29 
Bryan Huey 5/29 
Kristin Tingley 5/29 

�	����	��	���	��
������	����� � 
The following list contains people called to active duty. Please 
keep them and their families in your prayers. If you know of 
someone who should be on this list (or have a correction), please 
contact the church office.  Thank you. 

Service Person Submitted by 
Matt Allen Pam & Dick Roberts 

Mitchell Ducharme Adrian & Janet Atkins 
Michael Finch Linda (Finch) Blum 

Chip Greer Elaine Greer 
Joel Higley Betty Robinson 

Francis Kimenyi John & Patty Tanaka 
Philip Lewis Russ Wheeler 
Eric Stailing Bryan & Susan Stailing 
Marta Tanaka John & Patty Tanaka 
Paul Tanaka John & Patty Tanaka 

Lamont Ward Nichole Gronski Ward 
Marc Revis Libby Burr 
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Attention!  
Special Congregational Meeting 

May 1st, 2011 
immediately following worship 

in the Parish House Lounge 
for the purpose of: 

6�  �������>��'� �� ������ �'�������� %����
��;�I���'������������������������������
���������� ��� �� ������� ������4� ������
�������-�����'�������

<�  �������'� ���� ���� ��������� ��������
��������&��������

@� ?�� �����'���%���������!���<766�������
��!����� �&�!�� ���� ��'���'� &�����
%�����&�����������


�  �� ������'� ���� ���!������� �����!���
��3��� ���3� �� ��������������� ��%����
��'�������������J<.777����J<.$77�

�
Questions?  Come for an Informational 
Chat &  Tour on Sunday, May1st from 

8:30 - 9:30 to see what is happening with 
this new and exciting opportunity. 


