
 

The Carillon 
STORRS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH UCC Late Aug. – Sept. 2015 

 

The People of God at Worship: August & September 
AUG 23:  The 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Pastor Matt preaching:  “Glorious Things of Thee Are 
Spoken” 
Focus Scripture:  Psalm 84 

 

RALLY SEASON @ SCC BEGINS… 
 

AUG 30:  The 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Pastor Matt preaching:  “Just Do It!” 
Scripture:  Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 & James 1:17-27 
Rally season here at SCC begins August 30th:  We 
welcome UConn students back into our midst… our 
music ensembles begin reassembling… and we share in a 
Blessing of the Backpacks for students of all ages… 
Haven’t made it to worship at SCC in a while?  Time to 
start getting back in the habit… 

SEPT 6:  The 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time – Holy 
Communion 

Pastor Nancy preaching:  “Marvel” 
Scripture:  Mark 7:24-37 

SEPT 13:  The 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Pastor Matt preaching:  “If the Disciples Had Yik Yak” 
Scripture:  Isaiah 50:4-9a & Mark 8:27-38 
Rally season continues:  Our Sunday School faith 
formation program resumes, and we gather in 
community-wide fellowship at our Welcome Back Party 
and Chili Cook-off (part of our 2014-15 Pick-a-Party 
series) after worship. 

SEPT 20:  The 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Pastor Matt preaching:  “Help! I've Fallen and I Can't 
Get Up!” 
Scripture:  Jeremiah 11:18-20 & Psalm 54 
Following worship, we’ll make visible our SCC presence 
in the community at the Celebrate Mansfield Festival 
parade! 
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SEPT 27: The 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Pastor Matt preaching:  “Seven Deadly Words” 
Scripture:  Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 & Mark 9:38-50 
Following worship, our community will gather, in the 
form of a Special Congregational Meeting, as we discern 
and decide on whether to begin a trial run of the new 
ministry leadership and governance frameworks that 
have been being developed over the past year-and-a-half 
(as well as handle some other needed business). 
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HAVE A 
MINUTE? 
Thoughts from 
Pastor Matt… 
 

Well, as always 
seems to be the case, 

summer sure seems to have gone by 
quickly, has it not?!  In short order, 
Storrs will be abuzz again with the 
energy and excitement of students new 
and old returning to campus, the big 
yellow school busses will prowl the 
roads again carrying children and youth 
to and from our local schools, and the 
many rhythms of life will return to 
‘school year’ norms.   
 As it turns out, though, the mission 
of God in the world and the activity of 
the church—at least life here at Storrs 
Congregational Church UCC—doesn’t 
go on vacation for the summer.  Sure, 
some things are different in the 
summertime, but we’ve still been busy 
here as a congregation with our ongoing 
works of proclamation and witness, care 
and compassion, life-affirmation and 
faith-formation, and mercy-making and 
justice seeking.  Moreover, there have 
been plenty of ‘extras’ and ‘highlights’ 
beyond these as well.  And, of course, 
planning work for the program year that 
is soon upon us. 
 There’s quite a lot shared here in 
this issue of The Carillon, and I hope 
you’ll take the opportunity to explore it 
all.  In the following pages, you’ll find: 
 a report on the Congregational 

Action Planning Workshop that 
took place on July 19th, at which an 
engaged and enthusiastic 
representation of our congregation 
did some dreaming and personal 

discernment in response to our self-
learning through this year’s surveys; 

 some news about Acoustics 
Improvements in the Auditorium 
that are soon-to-happen; 

 notes about our Governance 
Change conversation, including 
reminders about upcoming events 
and key steps in the process; 

 a summary article on “The United 
Church of Christ General Synod 30 
and Israel/Palestine: What Synod 
Said, and What It Didn’t”, helping 
you keep informed about an 
important happening this summer 
in our wider church (and an 
important issue of justice and 
Christian witness in the world);  

 an exciting teaser about our fall 
semester adult formation offerings; 
and 

 the first installment in a series on 
faith practices, as we seek as a 
congregation to grow in our 
spiritual vitality as individuals and 
as a body together. 

Of course, along the way there are also 
plenty of invitations to take part in 
upcoming programs, projects, and 
activities around the life of our 
congregation, and I hope you’ll join in! 
 Our “rally season” here at SCC 
begins this year on August 30th, and if it’s 
been a bit since you were here for 
Sunday worship, that’ll be a great 
Sunday to start getting back in the 
habit… I hope to see you! 
 

Yours in the journey, 

Matt 
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Going on a 
Journey 
Journeying with  
Pastor Nancy 
 
Beloved Church, 

I hope this issue of the Carillon finds you 
enjoying the final weeks of summer.  By 
the time you are reading this edition, 
our third annual Faith Row Vacation 
Bible School will have ended, and on this 
side of it, I anticipate a great week for 
the younger among us who are growing 
in faith. 
This summer has been a formative one 
for me as well.  I recently returned from 
my fourth trip to Israel/Palestine, where 
I spent ten days on my own, working on 
an exciting oral history project.  I'd love 
to talk to you about it sometime if you 
are interested.  I also transitioned this 
summer from being one of your full-
time pastors, to now three-quarter time.  
I see this transition as a wonderful 
opportunity for all of us--for me to find 
increased balance in my life with my 
children, and for all of us as a church to 
share more deeply in our joint ministries 
together.  To that end I have been 
thinking critically about the future of 
children and youth in our congregation.  
I want to propose that we all consider 
and reflect upon the idea of children and 
youth in our midst not as separate 
beings requiring exclusive programing, 
but instead as integral members of our 
congregation, essential parts of Christ's 
body.  This ideological shift isn't really 
anything new at all, but it is one that i 
believe helps us to roll with the reality of 
our times, to more fully embrace the 
lives, schedules, and needs of our 
congregation. 

I am not suggesting that children and 
youth programming cease, but I am 
suggesting that we all take collective 
responsibility for the opportunities, 
roles, and development of our children 
and youth.  I believe that what makes a 
child feel like part of the congregational 
life is to actually be part of the 
congregational life--through service to 
others, worship, learning, singing, and 
reading scriptures together; sharing joys 
and concerns, signs of peace, and meals 
together.  The good news is every single 
one of us can do this.  Every single one 
of us can reach out to a teenager in our 
congregation and invite them in to the 
life and work of the church.  Every single 
one of us can make it our job to know 
and greet each child that walks through 
the doors of SCC. Are you hosting a 
Pick-A-Party that might appeal to one of 
our SPF-aged kids?  Invite her!  Are you 
looking for ushers, greeters, Fellowship 
Hour hosts?  Invite a JPF-aged kid.  What 
about deciding on a particular child that 
you want to get to know better, learn 
about his interests, and make sure you 
check in with him regularly?  How about 
working with me to plan a church-wide 
mission trip, or intergenerational 
retreat?  After traveling to 
Israel/Palestine with SPF this past 
March, I was so inspired by the way 'our' 
three young women became part of an 
intergenerational community, learning 
from people older and younger than 
they, and learning about different ways 
of being in the world. Let's be one body 
of Christ together, and see how we learn 
from each other. I look forward to 
talking about this with you further, and 
imagining ways we might realize an 
integrated future.   

In partnership, 
Nancy 
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Heard it at Council ~ July 2015  

Council met in July to plan for the congregational workshop scheduled for July 19, 
where we’ll be working with the three focal areas that emerged from our 
congregation’s self-assessment.   Pastor Matt led us in thoughtful conversation 
around these areas in preparation for the work, brainstorming, and discernment that 
will occur at the congregational workshop.   

Bob Malecki , Treasurer, provided a mid-year financial update.  While we’re several 
thousand dollars behind budget, this is expected to balance out and no course of 
correction is required at this time.  Bob will give another update in October and 
provide recommendations, if needed. 

Council will be on summer break in August and will resume meeting in September. 

Submitted by:  Suzanne Hathaway, Council Chair 
 

Governance Exploration 

Upcoming Gatherings & Congregational Meeting 

As featured in the 5th issue of The Gist of It, mailed out at the end of July, the 
Governance Task Force is hosting a series of gatherings in August as our congregation 
discerns together and prepares to decide whether to initiate a trial run of the new 
ministry leadership and governance frameworks that have been under development.  
Plan to take part in these that are still upcoming…! 

 August 23th:   GTF Drop-in Q&A, following worship – a great opportunity to learn 
more, ask questions, hear from members of the GTF about their own perspectives 
and experiences in working up to this point, and more… all in a small-group or 
one-on-one context.  Gathers in the Library. 

 August 30th:  GTF Town Hall, following worship – an opportunity for our whole 
community to gather together to learn more and converse together around the 
proposed frameworks and envisioned timeline for a trial run. Gathers in the 
Parish House Lounge. 

A congregational meeting to vote on initiating a trial run is anticipated for Sunday, 
September 27th.  As a reminder, your Church Council has already given its 
endorsement to the overall frameworks being proposed, and full information about 
the proposals and all that has gone into this process thus far has been sent out in the 
various issues of The Gist of It special newsletters.   

All of the info about our Governance exploration and proposals is available to you on 
SCC’s website:  just go to http://www.storrscongchurch.org/ and look for the 
“Governance Exploration” button right on the front page (or the “Governance 
Exploration” link in the “About Us” menu that can be accessed throughout the site.) 
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Considering Congregational Conversation and Contribution 

Results and Reflections from the July 19th Action Planning Workshop 
by Pastor Matt 
 
After worship on Sunday, July 19th, an engaged and enthusiastic representation of our 
congregation gathered in the Auditorium for some fellowship over a lovely potluck 
lunch and for some creative planning work around three focal areas in our life 
together.  Somewhere between 45 and 50 people were there for lunch, with between 
35 and 40 staying for the whole planning workshop—and while there were a number 
of active members and leaders among our congregation who couldn’t join us, the 
gathered group still reflected a diverse and engaged representation of folk. 
 The three focus areas for our conversation and brainstorming arose out of the 
findings of the Church Assessment Tool (CAT) survey work our congregation did earlier 
this year (supplemented by findings from the Natural Church Development survey as 
well).  As we’ve shared our own perceptions about our congregation, it seems at this 
moment in time it would be fruitful for us to pay attention to a.) addressing our sense 
of satisfaction with worship, b.) identifying ways to create or strengthen meaningful 
relationships among our people, and c.) furthering the growth of our people in their 
personal spiritual vitality.   

The aim of our gathering on July 19th was to get ourselves brainstorming about 
what concrete actions, activities, projects, or ideas we are interested in actually doing 
in order to address these three focus areas.  I invited folks to try to not spend time 
that day simply analyzing the focus areas—whether by piling up the ‘complaints’ as to 
why these areas have been identified or by debating if these are in fact the key areas in 
need of addressing—but rather to really dig into creative thinking around possible 
concrete actions.  In our time together, we did a number of rounds of brainstorming 
in small groups (5-7 people) on each of the three areas.  We also had larger subsets do 
some sorting and filtering of the brainstorms, and then each person in attendance had 
the opportunity to identify a couple of the specific ideas that they themselves would 
be interested in helping make happen.  

I hope that the workshop will not prove to be the end-of-the-conversation or the 
only brainstorming we’ll do on these issues.  It was an important way to start the ball 
rolling (so to speak), though.  A generous amount of useable information, both action 
ideas and interested persons, came out of our work.  As staff and ministry leadership 
begin working with this information to help make it come to fruition, I hope that 
further ideas and the talents-and-interests of further people will be able to easily 
dovetail in to these starting places.  

So, what were some of the ideas, actions, and projects that came up? 
Glad you asked!  Here’s a summary list of the brainstormed ideas for which 
individuals indicated interest in actually helping make happen… 
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Worship 
 Include more children and youth in worship service (with a number of possible 

means/avenues suggested) 
 Increase variety and amount of personal prayer in worship 
 Have more variety in elements of worship (prayers, hymns, service order, space) 
 Increase the proportion of ‘familiar’ hymns used 
 Add rocking chairs for mothers, elderly, or others 
 
Spiritual Vitality 
 Provide devotional materials for at-home devotion and/or do more to encourage 

the use of the already-provided devotionals 
 Social Media Daily Devotional / Conversation Starter (Twitter devotional, 

Facebook devotional, “something that ‘buzzes on your phone’ in the middle of the 
day…) 

 Explore new ways of prayer & spiritual engagement:  Opportunities to learn how 
to ‘practice’ spirituality individually (i.e. workshops & group discussions) 

 Small group to explore spirituality 
 Mission work / projects where we work together to help others 
 Make for more of an atmosphere for personal prayer, such as by having time for 

needs to be prayed for with others or by having ‘prayer ministers’ available for 
people at the close of the worship service 

 
Building up Relationships 
 Create additional ways to engage UConn students in meaningful relationship –  

adopt students, breakfast before / lunch after church, etc. 
 Adult retreats, spiritual retreats and/or intergenerational mission-service trips 
 Social-type Meals:  Potlucks, progressive dinners, TGIF parties, Date-for-8, etc. 
 Make available more info about each other (for instance, autobiographical info in 

church directory, collection of ‘time-&-talent’ type info) 
 New small groups / one-off gatherings around a specific activity (i.e. hiking, 

caroling, fly-tying, group projects, “one book” [a la UConn Reads], etc.) 

In the coming weeks, staff and ministry leadership will be looking at these ideas (as 
well as the others brainstormed), getting in touch with the individuals who expressed 
a willingness to actually make these things happen, and working to facilitate our 
forward movement with some of these ideas and initiatives. 

Do you have your own ‘something’ that you’d be interested in actually working-
on yourself to address continued development of worship life, our hunger for deeper 
relationships, or our need for growth in personal spiritual vitality?  We want to know!  
Be in touch with me (Pastor Matt), with Pastor Nancy or Trisha, and/or with ministry 
leaders such as board/committee members or simply anyone active in a ministry area 
in which you’re interested. 
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Christian Education News 

Sunday School resumes September 13th! 

Join us for another year of learning and 
growing together.  Sunday morning 
learning is geared to children ages 4-11, 
and includes singing and full group 
gathering, as well as classes for kids of 
similar ages (grades PK-1, 2-4, and 5-7).  
This year, Nancy Titchen, Jamie Lang-
Rodean, and Pastor Nancy have created 
a curriculum for the older two classes 
that is tailored to the learning styles of 
our church's particular personality and 
children.  Cheryl Mitchell will be 
teaching the youngest class and leading 
them in the wonderfully invitational 
learning process, Godly Play.  
As always, we invite you to consider how 
your gifts and presence might be used 
during Sunday School time.  Are you 
interested in helping with curriculum 
development? Providing a snack? 
Curating our Sunday School room? 
Teaching our children something from 
your own area of expertise?  Let Pastor 
Nancy know!  We are always looking for 
ways to broaden the Sunday School 
experience of our children and are very 
open to thinking outside the box. 
Remember too that our chili cook-off 
Pick-A-Party is happening that day after 
church--plan to make it a festive day and 
stay for the community meal following 
Sunday School.  We look forward to 
seeing you all soon! 
 
Youth Information 
Pastor Nancy is working directly with 
the youth and families of our 
congregation to create meaningful 
experiences and integration into our 
church life.  If your child is of JPF or SPF 
age, and has not been contacted, please 
let Pastor Nancy know as soon as 

possible. 

The Adult Forum continues to meet on 
Sunday mornings in Room 201 at 9:00 am 
in the Christian Education building, and 
invites YOU to join! Contact: Kate 
Alexander (ktla2011@aol.com). 
 
Adult Forum on Climate Change:  
Five members of our congregation will 
share information regarding the present 
and future effects of climate change at 
an adult forum beginning on October 
4th. The presenters are each well 
informed in their area of expertise. The 
speakers and topics are: 
 October 4, Bob Wyss, UConn 

Journalism Professor, “How the 
Press Blew the Climate Change 
Story” 

 October 11, Ray Joesten, retired 
UConn Geology Professor: “"What 
every citizen of planet Earth needs 
to understand about carbon and 
climate change"  

 October 18, Mike Lake, retired UCC 
pastor, “ Follow the Money” 

 November 1, Richard Cowles, of the 
Connecticut Agricultural 
Experiment Station, "Evidence that 
change is already here: implications 
for agricultural production." 

 November 8, Don Hoyle, retired 
United Methodist pastor, “Progress 
toward a successful Paris global 
climate summit. 

These sessions will be held following 
worship, beginning at 11:30 am, in the 
SCC Library on each of the indicated 
dates.  The series is being offered as one 
of the options among our constellation 
of Adult Formation offerings for the Fall 
Term 2015; see elsewhere for 
information about our other offerings. 
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These sessions should help us become 
better informed and involved as our 
world approaches the global climate 
summit which will be held in Paris in 
December. The goals set at that summit 
will highlight how “No one can do 

everything, but everyone needs to do 
something.” 
 You will be receiving more 
information about these sessions as we 
approach October.but it is hoped that 
you will plan now so that you are able to 
attend. 

 
 

“Seeds of Hope” 
Number 9 

A series sponsored by the Green Team 
written by Don Hoyle 

Being Part of the Paris Climate Summit 
 

Interfaith Power and Light is inviting us as a church and as individual households to 
join a pilgrimage to the UN sponsored global climate summit that will assemble in 
Paris in December. This pilgrimage can be an act of dedication and sacrifice to help us 
gain a new understanding of God's will for Creation and all the people who inhabit it. 
It can be our attempt to put into practice our UCC motto of “God Is Still Speaking” as 
we seek to further God's Kingdom here on earth. 
 
The church council, acting upon a request from the Outreach Board, has started the 
process so that we, as a church and as individuals, can pledge to decrease our carbon 
footprint by 50% by the year 2030. The church took a big step toward this goal by 
replacing the 72 bulbs in the sanctuary with LED bulbs. They previously had replaced 
all the other bulbs in our buildings with CFLs. 
 
The IPL has joined with Pope Frances and the Roman Catholic Church to put into 
practice the commitments made in their Encyclical on global warming. I have a kit of 
practical projects to help individuals and institutions decrease their carbon footprints 
that has been developed to help implement the guidelines in the Encyclical. I look 
forward to serving as a resource, using this kit and other available ideas, to help us 
meet the goal of 50% reduction of carbon emissions. So do call me at 860.423.6141 if I 
can be a helpful resource as we all do our part to meet the goals set by taking this 
pledge. 
 
The new dimension of global awareness is that we all live on the same planet and 
what is done in one part of the earth eventually affects the atmosphere of the whole 
earth. So it is important that we support the global climate summit as the world 
comes together to solve a global problem. 
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Spirit Soundings 

An occasional series on topics of 
spirituality and faith vitality… 

In the July/August 2015 issue of Reform 
Magazine, the periodical of the UK’s 
United Reformed Church (our UCC 
denominational counterpart in the UK), 
they asked a profound question—What 
happens when I pray?  Here are four 
answers they got: 

Rachel Poolman (a URC clergywoman 
who runs a retreat center at St Cuthbert’s 
Centre, Holy Island, Northumberland):  “I 
make space for conversation and 
profound connections” 

In my role as warden of St 
Cuthbert’s, I receive prayer requests 
daily, from people I never meet. 
Recently, our morning intercessions 
mentioned platypuses and sloths, 
alongside people who were ill or 
bereaved. Memorably, another request 
once said: “Pray for the people I have 
hurt, and those I am going to hurt.” This 
ministry certainly focuses the mind 
when it comes to the question of what 
happens when we pray. 

I believe that, whatever the nature 
of these prayer requests, they share an 
underlying reaching out to God, and a 
hope that our prayers will somehow 
bring people closer to the divine. I’ve 
had to learn to let go of head knowledge 
about prayer – for instance, I’ve never 
had to think about the theology of 
praying for a dead pet before! I now see 
the task of the intercessor as being one 
of inviting people to join a circle of 
prayer which embraces those present in 
worship, those seeking prayer, and the 
subjects of their requests. In the midst of 
that circle, the Holy Spirit dances in 

ways unrestricted by logic and common 
sense. 

To pray is to intentionally play one’s 
part in an eternal and dynamic 
conversation. When we truly open our 
hearts before God and alongside others 
we are touched by the Holy Spirit. When 
we are consciously praying for others, 
we can often find ourselves changed and 
spurred to action… 

David Wilkinson (principal and professor 
of theology and religion at St John’s 
College, Durham University):  “Modern 
science opens up this question” 

Having spent a significant part of 
my life as a professional scientist, this 
question has been often asked of me, 
and indeed I have often asked it of 
myself. Science seems to describe a 
world of law and order which is 
predictable and understandable. How 
then can God answer specific prayer 
requests? 

This problem goes back to Isaac 
Newton. Having engaged his head with 
an apple (or so the story goes), he 
produced an understanding of gravity 
and the laws of motion which were 
amazingly successful in describing the 
motion of the planets in the solar 
system. Out of this arose the image of 
the mechanistic universe: The universe 
was clockwork designed by the ultimate 
watchmaker. While some thought that 
this design could prove the existence 
and nature of God, it raised a huge 
problem: Just as a perfect watch would 
not need constant correction by its 
maker, so God shouldn’t poke his fingers 
into the mechanism. 

The power of this image should not 
be underestimated. It meant miracle 
stories in the Bible could not be about 
God intervening in the world, but were 
simply made up by the early Church to 
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dramatise their belief about Jesus. God 
may have lit the blue touch paper of the 
Big Bang, but then retired a safe 
distance. And prayer may change the 
mind of the person praying but God 
could not physically change anything in 
the world… 

Maggie Ross (a solitary, whose latest book 
is Silence: A User’s Guide):  “Prayer is an 
act of pure faith that enables self-
forgetfulness” 

Perhaps the question should say 
“we” instead of “I”, as it is the Holy Spirit 
who prays in us. The question also 
evokes several points of view: That of 
the pray-er, that of the prayer, and that 
of God. 

Vocal prayer serves the function of 
voicing for ourselves our concerns (God 
already knows), and enables a 
transfigurative letting-go process in us 
as the words are released into silence. In 
this way, vocal prayer can be 
therapeutic: The ancient and medieval 
worlds understood the power of words 
in this way. Vocal prayer and praise is a 
gift: It benefits us, not God. 

Beyond words, there is the silence of 
beholding. Isaac of Nineveh (Seventh 
Century) remarked that true prayer does 
not begin until the one who prays is no 
longer aware that he or she is praying. In 
the 20th Century, Simone Weil similarly 
spoke of prayer as “perfect attention”. 
What is important is not what we say in 
prayer, or how many times we say it, but 
rather understanding that each moment 
of life is positive prayer or negative 
prayer, and if the latter, that we need to 
turn ourselves around. 

What happens to us in prayer? The 
answer can only be metaphorical. We 
might say that the letting-go process 
pierces the encapsulating membrane of 
self-consciousness that we wrap around 

ourselves, opening us to whatever use 
God might have in mind. If we allow this 
letting-go process to affect the way we 
pray, our self-consciousness is gradually 
elided into the simple beholding of 
which Isaac speaks… 

Rae Shagalov (Jewish calligrapher and 
author of The Secret Art of Talking to 
God [Holy Sparks Press, 2014]):  “Prayer is 
a tool for transcendence” 

Prayer is an expression of our 
personal, intimate relationship with G-
d. (Out of reverence for the holiness of 
the name of G-d, the Jewish people do 
not spell it out completely.) It begins 
quietly in the silence with a whisper of 
awe, a sigh of longing, a stirring of the 
heart. Just as we turn our heads when 
someone calls our name, when we call 
G-d’s name, we draw G-d’s energy 
toward us and embrace it. We kiss the 
Divine Light with the prayers that 
ascend from our lips, which arise from 
the sweet, pure centre of our souls. 

Through prayer, we recharge our 
relationship with G-d to change our 
destiny. We feel that we are not worthy 
to ask for anything and yet we do. But 
prayer is not just a shopping list of 
requests, prayer is a union of the soul 
with G-d. We are spiritual beings in the 
physical world. Our job is to unite the 
two. We do this through the physical 
speech of prayer (not just thinking holy 
thoughts) and through the action of 
mitzvahs. Mitzvahs are G-d’s 
commandments, the holy actions that 
connect and elevate us in our 
relationship with G-d, causing G-d’s 
hidden love to descend and be revealed 
in this world. 

In Judaism, righteous Gentiles have 
seven special mitzvahs. The first is to 
acknowledge that there is only one G-d 
who is infinite and supreme above all 
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things. This commandment includes 
prayer and meditation on the Oneness 
of G-d. As King David wrote: “Praise the 
Lord, all nations, extol him all peoples.” 
Prayer is the ability to connect to G-d 
and the opportunity to change one’s 
physical reality into a spiritual reality. 
Prayer is a tool for transcendence… 
 
From the July/August 2015 edition of Reform 
Magazine; published by the United Reformed 
Church, 86 Tavistock Place, London WC1H 
9RT, United Kingdom; www.reform-
magazine.co.uk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
PLB Sports created “Husky HerOes” to honor 
both the UConn Women’s and Men’s 
National Championship basketball teams. In 
honor of Geno’s 900th win they offered to 
donate 900 boxes of cereal to area non-
profits.  The cereal was donated to an agency 
in Willimantic, several serving the Mansfield 
Community and to FoodShare.  Storrs 
Congregational Church received 8 cases (96 

boxes) to distribute to the local community as needed through the Food 
Pantry and Foodshare ministry. 

CROP Hunger Walk Results 
Many thanks for your support of the UConn Interfaith CROP Hunger Walk that was 
held on April 26, 2015. A special thanks to the conscientious volunteers who took their 
responsibilities seriously, resulting in a safe, smooth-running experience for all.  

We received $5,591.22 in donations, $1,397.81 of which was given to the Covenant Soup 
Kitchen to support their ministry of feeding the hungry in the Windham Area. 
Heather Powell, the area director of Church World Service, reports that the remaining 
funds will be put toward providing improved livelihoods for those struggling after 
war, safe drinking water for families who would once have had to walk miles for 
unsafe water, and teaching gardening methods for improved yields from kitchen 
gardens for single mothers caring for their children.  

We plan to do this again next year – on April 24, 2016. See you there!.

Keeping In Touch Update:

Blanca Ryan has moved to a 
nursing home and does not 
receive mail there. Please send 
cards and letters to her daughter’s 
address so that she can share 
news with Blanca at visits. 

Blanca Ryan 
c/o Jean Alfano 
30 Walpole Street 
Dover, MA 02030 
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SCC Book Discussion Group 

All The Light We 
Cannot See by 
Anthony Doerr — 
Next gathering is 
Sunday, September 
20th at 7:00 pm 
(Library).  

Anthony Doerr 
received this 

year's Pulitzer Prize in Literature.   
(Paperback). This book is presently 
available in the church library. 
“Tackling questions of survival, 
endurance and moral obligations during 
wartime, the book is as precise and 
artful and ingenious as the puzzle boxes 
the heroine’s locksmith father builds for 
her. Impressively, it is also a vastly 
entertaining feat of storytelling.” –New 
York Times Book Review 
Contact:  Eileen Griffin 860-429-0480 

Library News… 

Library – books, services and friendship 
– not much different from other 
libraries BUT the Edwina Whitney 
Library here in our building offers an 
abundance of reading materials and is a 
gathering place following Sunday 
services and for many meetings 
throughout the week. Our library is such 
an easy way to obtain “the written word” 
when you pass through to Fellowship 
time after worship and our borrowing 
time is very lenient – one month! 
While we have all been living to the 
different pace that summer offers the 
committee in the library has continued 
to work on maintenance of the library 
collection, ordered some new titles – 
YEAH! – and our wonderful elves, Sally 
Doyen and Marietta Johnson, have typed 

away entering information into the 
database. We wait patiently for the 
addition of the computer station in the 
library so that we can activate its use for 
the children and adult fiction collection. 
We are realizing what we have all 
learned to know about the computer 
world and the selection of books. We 
anticipate easier word search capabilities 
in the children’s fiction area. Many of 
our fiction books, including some of the 
adult books, have not had that many 
cross reference cards in the card file. You 
are aware if you do a keyword search on 
a computer that the world opens up to 
you and that is what will happen when 
you look for fiction books. The same will 
happen with the non-fiction when they 
are digitized even though we have more 
extensive keyword (formerly the cross 
reference or tracing part of library 
science) search capabilities. We will be 
happier than you when we remove the 
card file cabinets from the library! Oh, 
that’s getting way ahead of ourselves! 
Please review the following list of books 
that have been brought to your 
attention through the Sunday bulletins 
this summer. 

 The Wright Brothers by David 
McCullough is a thrilling book written 
by researching the Wright brothers’ 
papers to tell the human side of a 
profoundly American story. 

 The Road to Character by David Brooks 
is a book for the SCC Book Discussion 
Group this fall. David Brooks is an op-
ed columnist for The New York Times 
and appears on PBS News Hour and 
Meet the Press. He blends psychology, 
politics, spirituality and confessional 
in this book to help you rethink your 
priorities to live a richer inner life. 



14 | Connecting In 
 
 To Kill a Mockingbird and Go Set a 

Watchman by Harper Lee. Go Set a 
Watchman takes place when Scout is 
an adult, returning home from New 
York City in the 1950’s for a visit. It is 
a companion novel of To Kill a 
Mockingbird adding depth context and 
new meaning to that American classic. 

 The New Jim Crow, Mass Incarceration 
in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle 
Alexander. She is a legal scholar who 
argues that black men are targeted 
through the war on drugs by the U.S. 
criminal justice system. They are 
relegated to a second-class status 
through incarceration. She fights for a 
“much needed conversation” about 
the wide-ranging social costs and 
divisive racial impact of the current 
criminal justice policies. 

Pick-A-Party Gatherings 

The SCC Pick-A-Parties 
are a huge hit – event 
after event!  We have 2 
more events coming up – 
don’t miss them! 

Parties still available: 
Men’s Chili Cook-Off 

Sunday, September 13th @ noon (see 
article page 19). 

Plant to Plate Party 
Saturday, September 27th @ 6:00 pm 

Are you thinking of eating less meat but 
think veggies are boring?  Come and eat 
some delicious dishes that you won‘t 
even know are meatless, get the recipes, 
and listen to a dietary expert share ways 
to have healthy meals with less or no 
meat.  Some surprises will be plated too, 
you’ll see.  This is one more way to help 
relieve hunger and preserve our planet. 

Plant to Plate Party Cost is $20.00 per 
person, children under 12 are free.  

Call or visit Deborah in the Church 
Office and she will help you sign up and 
accept your payment.  While pre-
registration is encouraged, walk-ins are 
welcome!  Feel free to invite your 
friends.  Thank you for your support!  

Party on SCC! 

News of Our Parish Family 

Anniversary Celebrations   
“A successful marriage requires falling in 
love many times, always with the same 
person. Mignon McLaughlin 

Kelly & Andy McCabe .................. August 23 
Donna & Peter Kristoff ................ August 25 
Melissa & Keith McLaren ............ August 25 
Frances & Charles Woody .......... August 28 
Laura & Kenneth Popeleski ........ August 31 
Elizabeth & Bill Ross ................ September 1 
Lynn & Harry Johnson .......... September 12 
JanMarie & Tom Weston ...... September 17 
Barbara & Charles Nagy .......September 22 
Jessie & Willard Daniels ....... September 24 
Charleen & Charles Knapp .. September 24 
Debbie & Richard Donati ...... September 25 

Birthday Celebrations   
Kate Blomstrann ................................. 08/16 
Annika Kuhn ........................................ 08/16 
Jennie Scott .......................................... 08/16 
Natalie Wisehart ................................. 08/16 
Brianna Coolbeth-Demers ................. 08/19 
Wes Lang-Rodean ............................... 08/19 
Ethan Bryant ....................................... 08/20 
Cole Silliman ......................................... 08/21 
Tom Rogers .......................................... 08/22 
Susana Aho .......................................... 08/25 
Nancy McLaren ................................... 08/25 
Ryan McAlexander .............................. 08/26 
Betsy Cameron ..................................... 08/27 
Bryan Klimkiewicz .............................. 08/28 
Aidan Kuhn .......................................... 08/28 
Connor Occhialini .............................. 08/28 
Donald Titchen ................................... 08/28 
Matthew Coolbeth .............................. 08/29 
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Tina Huey ............................................. 08/30 
Adrian Atkins ....................................... 08/31 
Mary Dean ............................................ 09/01 
Robert Kimenyi ....................................09/03 
Allie McLaren ...................................... 09/06 
Sterling Brandt .................................... 09/07 
Margaret Pryor ................................... 09/07 
Keoki Vinsonhaler .............................. 09/08 
Katie Kapinos ...................................... 09/09 
Priscilla Pike ........................................ 09/09 
Pam Roberts ..........................................09/11 
Elliot Smith ............................................09/11 
Ray Joesten ............................................ 09/12 
Bob Malecki .......................................... 09/12 
William Huey ....................................... 09/13 
Richard Cowles .................................... 09/14 
Stephanie Henderson .......................... 09/16 
Matthew Dione .................................... 09/17 
Selena Kapinos ..................................... 09/18 
Alice-Mae Suits .................................... 09/18 
Jeffrey Villar .......................................... 09/18 
Rod Rock ............................................... 09/19 
Virginia Roger Black .......................... 09/20 
Christopher Dustin ............................. 09/20 
Donna Kristoff ..................................... 09/21 
Samuel Baldwin ................................... 09/22 
Jan Weston ........................................... 09/23 
Steven Demurjan, Jr. ........................... 09/25 
Jane Ann Bobbitt ................................ 09/26 
Lynn Brown ......................................... 09/26 
Wendy Hamlin ................................... 09/28 
Elizabeth Mochel ................................ 09/28 
Robin Blomstrann .............................. 09/29 
Alyssa Cowles ...................................... 09/29 
Corey Dione ......................................... 09/29 
Keith McLaren .....................................09/30 

In Memoriam   
With sadness--and yet also in the hope 
we have in our Christian faith—we share 
with you the news of the passing at age 
94 of our friend and SCC member John 
"Jack" Rice.  Jack died early Sunday 
morning, July 19, 2015. A service of 
prayer, story, and remembrance was held 
at Potter's on July 24th,, followed by 
burial with military honors conducted 
privately, and a reception here at the 
SCC Parish House.  

Sunday Morning Servers 

August 23 
Litugist: Bryan Klimkiewicz 
Greeter: Christianne Glenn-Long 
Ushers: Dan Wilson, Dana Gregus, 

Sondra Morrison, Susan Dione 
Fellowship: Janis Hoyle 
Welcome Table Host: Patty Tanaka 
Playground Ministry: Pam Roberts 

August 30 
Litugist: Richard Roberts 
Greeter: Paul Schur 
Ushers: Pam Roberts, Frances Woody, 

Cass Crewdson, Nancy & Chauncy 
Rucker 

Fellowship: Pam Roberts 
Welcome Table Host: Juanita Hall 
Playground Ministry:Bryan Klimkiewicz 

September 6 
Litugist: Ken Doeg 
Greeter: Carolyn Holmy 
Ushers: Cass Crewdson, Lynn Brown 

Donna Latincsics, Kathy LaJoie 
Fellowship: Elizabeth Ross 
Welcome Table Host: Lisa Gregus 
Playground Ministry: Duffy & Laurie 

Brookes 

September 13 
Litugist: Janice Castle 
Greeter: Elizabeth Ross 
Ushers: Cheryl Roy, Gail Kapinos, Jamie 

Lang-Rodean, Wes Lang-Rodean 
Fellowship: Pam Roberts 
Welcome Table Host: Carolyn Holmy 

September 20 
Litugist: Lawrence Mickel 
Greeter: Malta Bailey 
Ushers: Elizabeth Ross 
Fellowship: Eileen Griffin, Robert 

Malecki, Susan Dione 
Welcome Table Host: JanMarie Weston 
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September 27 
Litugist: David Litrico 
Greeter: Pam Roberts 
Ushers: Lynn Brown, Paul Schur, 

Richard Roberts, Suzanne Hathaway 
Fellowship: Jane & Ray Joesten 
Welcome Table Host: Eileen Metzgar 

We are getting ready to assign the 
session of Sunday Morning Servers 
(October – December). If you are 
interested in serving in a particular role 
on a specific date, please see the sign up 
sheet on the Fellowship Board located 
next to the office in the Parish House.  

If you would like to serve but don’t know 
how, call the office to arrange for 
assistance! Don’t let not knowing how to 
do something stop you – it is an 
opportunity to learn and grow in service. 

Outreach News & Opportunities 

Back to School — Many of you know 
the back to school routine--shopping for 
clothes a size bigger, maybe sneakers and 
a backpack and the school supply list.  
These things really add up in cost and 
for some families that's just not possible 
without the help of WAIM's Back To 
School program.  Many of the area 
schools have also gone to requiring 
school uniforms, another expense.  Last 
year WAIM assisted 365 children from 
area schools and provided two school 
uniform shirts or a $25 gift certificate for 
needed items.  The Outreach Board 
would like to let you know that your 
pledges are supporting this program.  If 
you would like to make an additional 
donation, please label it "WAIM Uniform 
Fund" on the envelope or on the memo 
line. 
 

 And while the sales are on, don't 
forget to pick up a few items for another 
important program, the Church World 
Service school bags that are sewn and 
assembled by our Service Sewing Group.  
Any of these items are helpful: spiral 
notebooks, blunt metal scissors, pencils, 
hand-held pencil sharpeners, 12" rulers 
or boxes of 24 count crayons.  Items can 
be placed in the box under the table in 
the lounge.  When complete, the bags 
are sent by truck to the Washington D.C. 
headquarters where they are distributed 
to areas of disasters and poverty, both in 
the United States and worldwide.  
Thanks for any of these items. 

Pray For Our Military 
The following list contains people 
called to active duty. Please keep them 
and their families in your prayers.   
 Matt Allen, submitted by Pam & Dick 

Roberts 
 Matthew Ducharme, submitted by 

Adrian & Janet Atkins 
 Chip Greer, submitted by Elaine Greer 
 Joel Higley, submitted by Betty Robinson 
 Francis Kimenyi, submitted by Patty 

Tanaka 
 Philip Lewis, submitted by Russ Wheeler 
 Jared Muth, submitted by Janet Atkins 
 Eric Stailing, submitted by Bryan & Susan 

Stailing 
 Marta Tanaka, submitted by Patty 

Tanaka 
 Paul Tanaka, submitted by Patty Tanaka 
 Lamont Ward, submitted by Nichole 

Gronski Ward 
If you know of someone who should be 
on this list (or have a correction), please 
contact the church office.  Thank you. 
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Service Opportunities! 

Food Pantry Donations Needed: At 
this bountiful time of the year it is hard 
to imagine that there are those in our 
community that are in need of basic 
food supplies. Our Food Pantry 
cupboards are nearly bare! Here are 
some things we really need: 

 Canned Fruit & Vegetables 
 Pasta 
 Sauces for Pasta 
 Canned Ravioli/Pasta with sauce 
 Tuna Fish & Canned Meats 
 Cereal (Hot & Cold) 
 Soups & Cream Soups (for 

casseroles) 
 Rice 
 Peanut Butter & Jelly 

Donations can be left in the Food Pantry 
in the Parish House or in the grocery 
cart near the elevator.  
Thank you for your support of this vital 
community ministry. 

Windham No-Freeze Shelter 
collections: A collection box has been 
placed in the Lounge for collections to 
benefit the Windham No-Freeze Shelter. 
There is always a need for the following 
items:  
 Non Instant Coffee, Sweetener, 

Non-Dairy Creamer, Hot Chocolate, 
Paper products, Toilet paper, paper 
towels, napkins. 

 Vinyl or plastic Pillow case covers 
 Coffee cups (small size, disposable) 
 Plastic utensils (spoons/forks) 
 Socks (white preference) 
 Men’s boxer shorts all sizes 
 Women’s briefs – all size 
 Razor blades 
 Shaving Creme 
 Toothbrushes 
 Deodorant 

 Women’s hygiene products (pads, 
tampons) 

 Plastic soap saver boxes 
 Sweat pants/shirts (med- XX large) 
 Laundry detergent (powder) 
 Floor and bathroom cleaner 
 Office supplies 
 Gift Cards to Stop & Shop, BJ’s 

Walmart, Staples and Home Depot 

Items can be brought to the Parish 
House or delivered directly to the 
Windham No-Freeze Shelter at: 
75 Bridge Street, First unit in the plaza 
Willimantic, CT 06226 
Monday through Thursday from 1:00-
4:00pm 

Concerts on the Lawn ~ Finale! 
Thursday, August 20 at 6:00 pm:– 
Carillonneur-in-residence David Maker 
assumed stewardship of the Dunham 
Carillon in 1994, performing, teaching, 
and undertaking many public relations 
initiatives.  From 2007 to 2009 he also 
served as Carillonneur of Trinity College 
in Hartford. 
 The opening performance will feature 
the East Woodstock Cornet Band, a 
concert band comprised of 
approximately 35 musicians from 
Woodstock and the surrounding towns. 
The band’s repertoire is a wide variety of 
music from overtures and classical 
music to marches, show tunes and pop.  
 Goodwill contributions will go to 
Windham Habitat for Humanity, a 
locally run affiliate of Habitat for 
Humanity International, a nonprofit, 
ecumenical Christian housing 
organization. Habitat for Humanity 
works in partnership with people in 
need to build and renovate decent, 
affordable housing.
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Can you hear me now? 

Acoustics improvements coming to Parish House Auditorium 

Thanks to a swelling of interest, cooperation, initiative, and generosity, a specific 
project to address the long-standing acoustics issues in the Parish House Auditorium 
is now underway! 
 The use of our Auditorium for meetings, fellowship gatherings, and many other 
types of events has long been hampered by the significantly ‘wet’ or ‘echoey’ acoustic 
environment in the space.  The present acoustics are simply the result of the design of 
the room itself—a tall, open room with significant lengths of almost-perfectly parallel 
walls which facilitate the bouncing back-and-forth of sound waves, together with the 
arched ceiling which further concentrates sound waves much like a satellite dish.  The 
‘wet’ acoustic is further enhanced by the hard (and thus sound-reflective) materials 
facing all of the surfaces—plaster, hardwood, plate glass—and the almost complete 
lack of softer, more absorptive materials like heavy draperies, seat cushions, or 
carpeting.  The end result of all of this makes for difficulty in understanding speech 
and a room that seems excessively “loud” for functions with many people.   
 The generosity of the SCC Women’s Fellowship (supplemented with some funds 
from the Geraldine Waring Memorial Fund) combined with the cooperation and 
initiative of people from the Women’s Fellowship leadership (past and present), the 
Properties Board, and the Church Council leadership, we will soon be installing 
attractive professionally-engineered acoustic panels covering the wall spaces between 
the windows.  Based on our anecdotal experience with hanging quilts in these spaces, 
and the resulting improvement in the room’s acoustics, we anticipate that installing 
these purpose-made acoustic panels in these spots will result in a significant 
improvement to the situation.  As of this writing, some painting and plaster work is 
being done in the room and the ordering process for the panels has been initiated.  
We anticipate that the installation will happen sometime in the early fall. 
 We thank all who have helped bring together all the pieces to make this project 
finally happen, including:  leaders from the Women’s Fellowship including Eileen 
Metzgar, Dianne Sprague, Sondra Morrison, and Pamela Roberts; input from the SCC 
Parish Piecers; Properties Board members Rich Cowles, Duffy Brookes, and Dana 
Gregus; Council leaders Suzanne Hathaway, Jamie Lang-Rodean, and Paul Schur; and 
Pastor Matt.  Special thanks go to Eileen Metzgar for significant research and vendor 
contact work. 
  

Fall Start-Up Parking Lot Reminders!
With the end of summer comes the beginning of the Senior Fitness 
Group, meeting Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 8:45 – 9:45 in the 
Parish House Lounge. On Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, Service 
Sewing, Library Committee and Parish Piecers gather for their 
ministries. Please be aware of these parking concerns when planning 
meetings or events at SCC. Thank you for your consideration.
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We 
Welcome All Friends 

Men's Chili Cook-off 
Sunday, September 13, 2015 starts at 12 noon. 

Hosted by la Señora Roberts y la Señora Sprague 
With the following "cocineros" (cooks) including: 
Señor Klimkiewicz 
Señor Latrico  

Señor Lang-Rodean 
Señor Roberts 

Señor Wyss 
Still Recruiting 3-4 more  

Tickets are still available! 
$10 to Cook AND Enter YOUR favorite recipe AND eat   OR 
$10 to join our "catadores públicos" (optional people's choice tasters) AND eat  

OR - if you cannot attend here is another way you can help with this fundraiser… 
Make an absentee patron donation toward the complementary tickets we will 
provide to welcome and support: 

o Sunday School families on this first day of Sunday School 
o UCONN students as they begin their 2015-2016 academic year. 

Contact "Asistente de Oficina Deborah" at 860 429-9382 to make reservations. 
Whether you like a mild, smooth chili with no meat or an original chili with or 
without beans, spicy or without garlic and onion there will be "Buenos gustos de cada 
palet" (great tastes for every pallet.) 
Watch for the announcement of our surprise "jueces expertos" expert taster's panel. 
Make plans soon to attend this Pick-A-Party to kick off our fall activities. 
Schedule:  
12 noon Gather for appetizers and beverages (including Virgin Marguerites) 
12:15 Our M.C.'d Celebrity blind tasting followed by announcing the panel results  
12:30 Main course to include:  
  Chili & toppings (shredded cheese, sour cream, and hot sauces options) 
  Salads, chips and salsa, freshly baked warm corn bread and spreads. 
12:30 Peoples Choice Tasting with awards announced before desert 
  Surprise dessert choices 
End of event no later than 3 pm and up to individual schedules.   "Únete a nosotros!" 

Note: Translation source credit given to Google Translate with accuracy hoped for. 

TODOS LOS AMIGOS SON BIENVENIDOS
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Women’s Fellowship News 

By Pam Roberts, President and Dianne Sprague, Treasurer 
 
The next meeting of the Executive Board will be held on Thursday, August 27 from 2-
4.  It will appear in the bulletins for the 2 Sundays before and the evolving agenda will 
be distributed one week in advance.    
 
The Board is now the governance body taking responsibility for the business aspects 
of our work, setting program schedule dates, integrating our programing and 
financial support with the goals and priorities of SCC, CT Women of the UCC and 
Church Women United.  The Board implements, monitors and plans financial 
commitment to mission, education, worship and special church supports on an 
annual basis.  
Important business at the August 27 meeting will include: 
 Review of the budget to date with a financial status report by the Treasurer 

 Discussion of the ways in which Women’s Fellowship will fit in the proposed new 
governance pilot. 

 Setting schedule for the 2015-2016 year including: 
o Meetings of the Executive Board  (3-4 per year) 
o The Annual Meeting for the 2015 year 
o At least 2 daytime program meetings planned for October and March 
o Schedule for fundraising events such as the traditional Christmas Bazaar 

and Spring Fair or alternatives under consideration. 
 An update on the WF contributions in the of the study of, solutions for and 

planned installation of acoustic panels to improve the audio clarity in the Parish 
House Auditorium, 

 Our role in the WELCOME BACK Tag Sale and Silent Action now scheduled for 
Saturday August 29 with proceeds going toward our mission support and the 
support of our SCC youth Tree of Life Delegates: Hannah, Laura, and Carly.  

 A report on State and New England activities for women, as well as reports from 
our Board representatives of the Library, SERRV, Service Sewing, WAIM, 
Covenant to Care and a new collaborative initiative related to “GREIF MATTERS”   

Board meetings are open meetings.  The date for the meeting was set based on a poll 
of the availability of the most Board members possible to facilitate completing 
business but all women of the church are welcome and invited.  We have several 
leadership openings at this point and would love to hear of your interests and 
passions to discuss ways the fellowship group of the church can help you contribute 
and grow in faith with us.  Contact: Pam Roberts 860-2406 with any questions.



  Connecting In | 21 
 

Congratulations to our 2015 Graduates! 
We happily celebrate the achievements of our youth! 
 

Hayley Gilbert 
graduated this year 
from E.O. Smith, after a 
wonderful four years of 
devotion to academics, 
rowing on the crew 
team, and to her fellow-
SPFers.  Hayley will 
matriculate this fall at 
the University of New 
England in Biddeford, 
Maine to study 
nursing.  Hayley, your 

church family wishes you all the best in your upcoming endeavors and studies, 
and will miss your kindness, open-spirit, and wonderful laugh!  
 

 
 
 
Alec Malecki graduated from 
Villanova University with a Bachelor 
of Science in Mechanical 
Engineering.  In addition to his 
studies Alec played many intramural 
sports and was also a practice player 
for the Villanova University 
Women’s Varsity basketball team and 
the Club Basketball team.  Alec will 
be starting work at Pratt & Whitney 
in East Hartford, CT in June and will 
be working as a Structures Engineer 
performing structural analysis on 
hardware for aircraft engines. 
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Welcome Back Tag Sale & Silent Auction 

Saturday, August 29th, 2015 
2:00 – 6:00 on the front lawn. 

On a day when hundreds will pass by our church, we hope to meet, greet, and 
offer convenient options for Yankee bargains to help the academic community 
get settled for the Fall semester. 

We are accepting your contributions of gently used items. Yes, small 
furniture easily transported is welcome along with household, office, sports, 
and art items. We are also including toys and books for the young new 
families. 

Proceeds will be shared between Women’s Fellowship planned community 
giving and support for our 3 youth Tree of Life delegates, Hannah, Carly & 
Laura. 

Please set aside some items to donate and identify the way you can 
contribute to this all church fundraiser.  See the Happenings Bulletin Board 
after August 15 or contact Pam. 

In addition to donations, WE NEED some help.   
Friday, Aug 28 for set any time during the day. 
Saturday, Aug29 starting at 10 am for set up 
Saturday, Aug 29 starting at 2 pm: sales associates, cashiers and 

beverage/snack service 
Saturday, Aug 29 at 6 pm re-organizing/securing  
Sunday, Aug 30 9-10 and 11:15 to 12:15 for Sales  
Sunday, Aug 30 2:30 - 6:00 Cleanup/pack/clear out 

This is an All Church activity with coordination and support from Women’s 
Fellowship, and others (specifically those interested in support of the Tree of 
Life Youth Delegates). Contact: Pam Roberts, 860-428-2406 or 
drpamptscc@charter.net.    
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From The United Church of Christ 

General Synod 30 and Israel/Palestine: 
What Synod Said, and What It Didn’t—A Summary Guide for UCC Clergy and Members 

The 30th General Synod of the United Church of Christ met from June 26-30 in 
Cleveland, Ohio.  In addition to a variety of significant business on its own structure, 
race issues in the US (mass incarceration and the Washington DC football team 
name), and global issues (unification of Korea and the Armenian Genocide), Synod 
also addressed the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

On Israel/Palestine, the General Synod adopted a resolution entitled, “A Call for the 
United Church of Christ to Take Actions toward a Just Peace in the Israeli-Palestinian 
Conflict.” The vote was 508 in favor, 124 opposed, and 38 abstentions (80.4% in favor, 
counting those who voted; 75.8% in favor, counting all delegates). 

This resolution calls upon the UCC to: 

a) Study the Kairos Palestine document 
(www.globalministries.org/palestinian_christian_kairos) as well as other 
perspectives on the occupied Palestinian territories; 

b) Divest from companies that profit from the Israeli occupation of Palestinian land 
and people; 

c) Boycott products made by companies that operate in illegal Israeli settlements in 
the occupied Palestinian territories; 

d) Advocate with Congress to ensure Israel’s compliance with US laws, related to the 
$3.1 billion of military aid that the US sends annually to Israel, and in light of 
Israeli human rights violations in the occupied Palestinian territories; and 

e) Continue to engage in interfaith dialogue, including with Jewish colleagues and 
organizations. 

This resolution does not call for boycott or divestment from Israel. There is an 
important distinction between that and what the resolution calls for. The resolution 
addresses the Israeli occupation of Palestinian land and its people; it does not 
challenge Israel’s existence. 

This resolution is an endorsement of the spirit of the Palestinian BDS (Boycott, 
Divestment, and Sanctions) Movement, but only addresses one of the BDS 
Movement’s calls—the end to occupation. The BDS Movement is a Palestinian civil 
society movement that was launched in 2005 and supports employing these tactics to 
bring about an end to the occupation, as well as two additional calls, which the UCC’s 
General Synod resolution does not address: “recognizing the fundamental rights of 
the Arab-Palestinian citizens of Israel to full equality; and Respecting, protecting and 
promoting the rights of Palestinian refugees to return to their homes and properties 
as stipulated in UN Resolution 194.” 

The resolution seeks to employ a non-violent tactic to bring an end to the occupation, 
in response to the authentic and clear call of Palestinian Christian partners, especially 
as articulated in the Kairos Palestine document (2009). The UCC has consistently 
condemned violence in all of its forms, not only in the Middle East. This approach is 
consistent with that understanding of ideal human relations. 
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The resolution focuses on Israeli policies; it does not seek to provoke or alienate our 
Jewish partners and friends. It does hope to stimulate dialogue on the realities of 
occupation and on the conflict as a whole, recognizing that the UCC has close ties of 
partnership and relationship with Palestinian Christians and their institutions, as well 
as other partners in Israel/Palestine, and that many Jewish colleagues have close ties 
with Israeli Jews and institutions in Israel (but not as many opportunities for 
encountering the occupation). 

The UCC, through General Synod, has an extensive corpus of General Synod policy 
on Israel/Palestine dating back to 1967, and a very long history of engagement on the 
Middle East, as well as global justice issues throughout the world and over the course 
of our history, including the Congo, South Africa, the Philippines, Colombia, among 
other places. 

Our engagement in the Middle East is part of the global witness, and our relationships 
with partners in the Middle East involves solidarity, advocacy, support of vital 
ministries of presence and witness (including refugee response, community 
development, conflict resolution, justice and peacemaking, education at many levels, 
health and wholeness, interfaith dialogue, and Christian presence). The UCC’s 
General Synod positions in Israel/Palestine focus primarily on the situation of 
Palestinians living under occupation, seeking to end the occupation and various 
aspects of it. Taken as a whole, these positions characterize the uneven conflict 
between Israel and the Palestinians as: 

 a conflict over land, control of resources, and political power, between two 
peoples: the Israelis and the Palestinians—Jews, Christians, and Muslims; 

 a conflict that dates back into the first half of the twentieth century; 

 a conflict that requires a negotiated political solution that addresses the main 
concerns such as security, boundaries, settlements, refugees, Jerusalem, resources 
(including water), and demographics and citizenship rights. 

 It is not understood as a millennia-old civilizational conflict, or even as Jewish-
Muslim; Palestinian Christians experience the same effects of occupation as their 
Muslim neighbors. 

In previous years, the General Synod has adopted resolutions on the use of economic 
leverage, such as boycotts of Taco Bell and others related to the Immokalee tomato 
pickers movement for fair wages; boycotts of Mt. Olive pickles, also related to justice 
for the workers; and calls for corporate engagement and divestment from Apartheid-
era South Africa. 

General Synod 30 also considered, but defeated, a resolution that would have called 
upon the United Church of Christ to “recognize the actions of Israel against the 
Palestinians as apartheid,” according to the 2002 International Criminal Court 
definition. The vote was 312 in favor, 295 opposed, and 31 abstentions (51.4% in favor, 
counting those who voted; 48.9% in favor, counting all delegates). The resolution 
again focused on the occupation and Israeli policies in the West Bank and around 
Gaza. It did not seek to name Israel an apartheid state.  While more delegates 
supported the resolution than opposed it, it did not obtain the required 2/3rds 
majority to pass. 
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Selected resources for further study: 

 Some “Frequently Asked Questions about the UCC and Israel-Palestine”: 
http://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/The-UCC-and-I-P-FAQs.pdf 

 Kairos Palestine—A Moment of Truth: A word of faith, hope and love from the 
heart of Palestinian suffering:  
http://www.globalministries.org/palestinian_christian_kairos 

 Recommended reading on Israel/Palestine:  
http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/globalministries/legacy_url/5638/Books-
Israel- Palestine.pdf?1419967449 

 UCC General Synod 30 Resolution on Israel/Palestine:  
http://uccfiles.com/pdf/GS30-A-CALL-FOR-THE-UNITED-CHURCH-OF-
CHRIST-TO-TAKE-ACTIONS- TOWARD-A-JUST-PEACE-IN-THE-ISRAELI-
PALESTINIAN-CONFLICT.pdf 

 Past UCC General Synod resolutions on Israel/Palestine:  
http://www.globalministries.org/israel_palestine_resolutions 

This summary was prepared to assist clergy, members, and others in understanding and 
interpreting the actions of the 30th General Synod.  For more substantive discussion, please 
contact Dr. Peter Makari, Executive, Middle East and Europe, Wider Church Ministries, 
UCC, in the National Setting of the UCC in Cleveland, OH.  He can be reached at (216) 
736-3227 and makarip@ucc.org. 
(This article also available online at: http://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/General-Synod-and-Israel-
Palestine.pdf) 
 

Celebrate Mansfield Festival 
Sunday, September 20, 2015 
Noon – 4:00 p.m. 

Each fall, we celebrate the people, businesses, and organizations that 
make Mansfield unique! The Mansfield Downtown Partnership 
hosted the first Festival in 2003 as a way to bring residents of the 
Town of Mansfield and UConn students, faculty, and staff 

together for a day that celebrates the best of Mansfield including art, music, 
entertainment, food, games, and activities while promoting Storrs Center businesses 
and the proposed new town center. The Partnership's first Festival featured 
approximately 24 booths and was held in the parking lots behind the existing 
commercial buildings. 

In 2014, the Partnership was pleased to hold the Celebrate Mansfield Festival on the 
new Town Square! The Festival was the largest yet with nearly 100 booths, over 175 
volunteers, approximately 700 Parade participants, and over 3,000 visitors! 

The Mansfield Downtown Partnership invites Mansfield-located businesses and 
community organizations to join in the fun by hosting an activity booth or food 
booth, marching in the Parade, volunteering, or sponsoring the Festival.  
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Upcoming Events 

CT Women of the UCC Overnight Retreat  
Sept. 18 - 19 

Location:  
Silver Lake Conference Center 
223 Low Rd. 
Sharon, CT 
$135.00. 
Web: http://www.ctucc.org/ctwomen/ 

Widening the Welcome: Inclusion for All National Conference  
Sept. 24-26 

Location:  
Hartford/Windsor Airport Marriott Hotel 
28 Day Hill Rd. 
Windsor, CT 
Registration $180.00. 
http://www.moredomainsforless.com/wideningthewelcome/index.htm 

 

Office Notes… 

The office and buildings will be closed on Monday, September 7th in 
observance of Labor Day. The office will reopen on Tuesday, September 8th at 

9:30 am. 

Office Hours 
Monday: 9:30 am – 2:30 pm  
Tuesday: 9:30 am – 5:30 pm 
Wednesday: 9:30 am – 5:30pm 
Thursdsay: 10:15 am – 5:30 pm 
Friday: 9:30 am – 5:30 pm 

Beginning Monday, September 14th we will welcome Jaquana Bell back as a 
work study student in the office, at which time the office hours on Monday 
will change to be open until 9:00 p.m.  

  



  Schedules & Calendars | 27 
 
Board & Committee Meetings 

Aug. 27 Women’s Fellowship Executive 
Board, 2:00 p.m. (Library) 

Aug. 19 Finance Board, 7:00 pm (Room 
201) 

Aug. 28 Personnel Meeting, 3:30 pm 
Sep. 1 Council Meeting, 6:30 pm 

(Room 201) 
Sep. 8 Outreach, 3:30pm (Library) 
Sep. 8 Christian Ed., 5:30pm (Lounge) 
Sep. 9 Deacons, 5:30 pm (Lounge) 
Sep. 9 Music Board, 6:30 pm (Library) 
Sep. 9 Finance Board, 7:00 pm (Room 

201) 
Sep. 13 Properties Board, 11:45 am 

(Memorial Room) 
Sep. 20 Christian Fellowship, 8:45 am 

(Lounge) 
Sep. 24 Prayer Shawl, 10:00 am (Library) 

Activities & Events  

Aug. 20 Concerts on the Lawn!, 6:00 pm,  
Aug. 23 GTF Drop-in Q&A, 11:30 am, 

Library 
Aug. 29 Tag Sale & Silent Auction,  

2:00 pm, front lawn 
Aug. 30 GTF Town Hall Meeting,  

11:45 am, Lounge 
Sep. 6 Uconn Student Lunch, 11:30 am, 

Towers Cafeteria 
Sep. 13 Men’s Chili Cook-Off, 12:00 pm, 

Auditorium 
Sep. 20 3rd Annual Pick-A-Party 

planning forms available 
Sep. 20 SCC Book Discussion Group, 

7:00 pm, Library 
Sep. 27 Congregational Meeting, 11:30 

am, Meeting House 
Sep. 27 Plant to Plate Party, 6:00 pm, 

Auditorium 

Gatherings and Rehearsals 

 Adult Choir in Worship, resumes: 
Sunday, August 30th @ 9:00 am 

 Adult Forum, Sunday @ 9:00 am 
 JPF Meeting, TBD 
 SPF Meeting, TBD 
 Service Sewing, resumes: Monday, 

September 14th @ 9:30 am in the Ecker 
Sewing Room. 

 Library Open, Sunday & Tuesday  
@ 9:30 am 

 Parish Piecers, resumes: Wednesday, 
September 9th @ 9:30 am 

 C.A.F.E. Storrs, Wednesday  
@ 10:30 am 

 Handbells, resumes: Thursday, 
September 3rd @ 6:30 pm 

 Adult Choir rehearsal resumes: 
Thursday, September 3rd @ 7:30pm 

UConn Activities at SCC 

Capoeira Club, Monday @ 8:00 pm & 
Wednesday @ 7:00 pm (Auditorium) ~ 
begins: 9/9/2015 

UConn Swing & Blues Dance, Tuesday @ 
7:00 pm (Auditorium) ~ begins: 9/8/2015 

UConn Ballroom Dance, Thursday & 
Sunday @ 7:00 pm (Auditorium) ~ begins: 
9/10/2015 

Community Activities & Events 

Aug. 20 Foodshare Distribution,  
11:30 am Wright’s Village 

Sep. 5 A Quiet Corner Contra Dance,  
8:00 pm (7:30 for lessons) 

Sep. 3 & 17 Foodshare Distribution,  
11:30 am Wright’s Village 

Sep. 20 Celebrate Mansfield Festival, 
12:00 pm 
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