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Advent & Christmas at STORRS CONGREGATIONAL 
 NOV 29:  THE 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT — HOLY 

COMMUNION 
Pastor Matt preaching:  “On Alert!” 
Scripture:  Jeremiah 33:14-16 & Luke 21:25-36 

 DEC 6:  THE 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Pastor Matt preaching:  “Prepare the Way!” 
Scripture:  Malachi 3:1-4 & Luke 3:1-6 

 DEC 13:  THE 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
Sunday Worship 
Pastor Matt preaching:  “Rejoice!” 
Scripture:  Zephaniah 3:14-20 & Luke 3:7-18  
 

A Festival of Lessons & Carols for Advent, 3:00 pm 
“from darkness to light” 
The choirs, clergy, instrumentalists, and congregations 
of Storrs Congregational, St. Mark’s, and St. Thomas 
Aquinas all contribute to a rich tapestry of music, 
scripture, and prayer for the Season of Advent. Held 
this year at St. Mark’s Episcopal Chapel, 42 North 
Eagleville Road, Storrs. 

 DEC 20:  THE 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Pastor Nancy preaching:  “Magnify the Lord!” 
Scripture:  Micah 5:2-5a & Luke 1:39-55 

 DEC 24:  THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD – CHRISTMAS EVE 

5:00 pm Intergenerational Service 
Family-friendly service includes favorite carols, 
candlelight, and a no-muss-no-fuss pageant open to all 
(no prep required).  
9:00 pm Festival Service 
Pastor Matt preaching:  “Glory to God!” 
Scripture:  Isaiah 9:2-7 & Luke 2:1-20 
A joyous traditional Christmas service including Pastor 
Matt’s Christmas sermon, joyful carols, music of choir 
and organ, candlelight, and holy communion. 
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 DEC 27:  THE 1ST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
“Joy to the World!” 
An interweaving of carols, scripture, prayer, and 
reflection as our Christmas celebration continues. 
Led by Pastor Matt. 

 JAN 3:  THE 2ND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
Pastor Matt preaching:  “Behold!” 
Scripture:  Micah 5:2-5a & John 1:1-18  

 
 

In this Issue 
Thoughts from Pastor Matt… .................................................................................................. 3 
Heard it at Council - November 2015...................................................................................... 6 
Faith Formation News ............................................................................................................... 8 
Sunday School Advent Activities ............................................................................................. 8 
Youth Group News ..................................................................................................................... 8 
Gifts for Advent and Christmas from the library .................................................................. 9 
Pick-A-Party News ..................................................................................................................... 11 
News of Our Parish Family ...................................................................................................... 11 

Anniversary Celebrations .................................................................................................. 11 
Birthday Celebrations ......................................................................................................... 11 
In Memoriam ....................................................................................................................... 11 

Pray For Our Military .............................................................................................................. 12 
Sunday Morning Servers ......................................................................................................... 12 
UCC UConn asks: Can we Help? ............................................................................................ 13 
Feeding the Hungry .................................................................................................................. 13 
Board & Committee Meetings ............................................................................................... 16 
Activities & Events .................................................................................................................... 16 
Reminder ................................................................................................................................... 16 
Community Activities & Events ............................................................................................. 16 
 

 

 

 

The Carillon is the monthly newsletter of 
STORRS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

2 North Eagleville Rd., Storrs Mansfield, CT 06268  |  860.429.9382  |  www.storrscongchurch.org 
 

 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 Senior Minister Rev. Matthew C. Emery – matt@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 12 
Minister for Faith Formation  Rev. Nancy B. McLaren – nancy@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 11 

 & Discipleship  
 Director of Music Ministries Dr. Patricia Snyder – trisha@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 16 
 Office Administrator Deborah Gacek – sccoffice@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 10 
 Sexton Antonio Aguilera 
 



  Reflections | 3 
 

HAVE A MINUTE? 
Thoughts from Pastor Matt… 
 

In the culture around us, we often find these weeks 
leading up to Christmas filed with either shallow cheeriness 
or quaint-yet-heartwarming sentimentality (and 
occasionally a combination of both).  The deep traditions of 
Christian Church through the ages, though, have pointed in 

another direction for the season of Advent.  Sure, Christmas is a chief festival 
for us, filled with joy and praise, but in our increasingly-counter-cultural way 
of marking time, that celebration begins on Christmas night and carries on for 
the following 12 days.  The weeks leading up to December 25th, those aren’t 
actually the “Christmas season” for us, properly speaking.  They are Advent, 
and Advent is something different. 

In contrast to the tinsel-tones and twinkly lights we find so many places 
in December, the places the Church heads for Advent can almost seem like a 
bit of a “Debbie Downer”.  This can be especially true with the scripture 
readings out of the Gospels that we turn to in worship.  Each year, our first 
worship service of the season sounds out the foreboding foretelling of Jesus 
about his return at the end of the ages.  In the version we hear this year from 
Luke, it’s words of “signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars … distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves … [and even] the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken.”  We move on in the second and third 
weeks of Advent each year to hear from good ol’ John the Baptist, the spit-
and-vinegar-filled herald of repentance.  It’s only on the final Sunday before 
Christmas that our attention turns toward the coming manger scene, but 
even in the beloved Song of Mary (the Magnificat) we’ll hear this year, even she 
sings of “scattering the proud” and “bringing down the powerful”.  None of 
these stopping points on our Advent tour would ever be likely to find their 
way into Starbucks décor in December, regardless of whether the cups are 
plain red or more explicitly Christmas-y. 

Somehow, though, this moody, foreboding, judgment-filled landscape has 
been seen by the Christian Church through the ages as a fitting preparation 
for Christmas.  Is it just because we’re kill-joys into self-flagellation?  
Somehow, I don’t think so.  After all, even with these themes of the coming 
‘day of the Lord’ and the need for repentance, the music and prayers of Advent 
are some of the most pregnant-with-hope of the year.   
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The moods and messages of Advent, even amidst their themes of 
repentance and judgment, are hopeful and hope-filled because they are 
honest.  A world with nothing to be redeemed needs no coming of Christ.  A 
world with nothing to be judged and restored needs no God-with-us.  A world 
that does not need deep hope, beyond the sentimentality, is simply not the 
world we live in, and a people that does not need to hear the call to 
repentance is simply not the people we are. 

Don’t believe me?  Well, what about what our world and our common 
broken humanity faces with the impending ecological crisis?  Contemporary 
theologian Sallie McFague, who taught for three decades at the Vanderbilt 
Divinity School (among her protégées was my own theology professor in 
seminary), suggests that Luke’s ‘fear and foreboding’ may already be with us in 
“our realization that we have been living a lie, living within a worldview that is 
destroying our planet.”  Reflecting on McFague’s remarks, author and current 
Virginia Theological Seminary student Ragan Sutterfield observes: 

Like the fall of Babylon in Revelation 18, our consternation at di-
saster is a sign of where we fall in the judgment. Will we be like the 
kings and merchants who prospered from Babylon’s injustice and 
so mourn its loss? Or will we be like the children of God who 
rejoice at the justice that comes in Babylon’s destruction? Will we 
see the roaring of the seas as the tragic end of our way of life, or as 
a hopeful and necessary clearing for renewal?1 

As we hear the warnings and foretellings of Jesus, the accusations and calls to 
repentance of John, and even the singing of Mary and her song of the great 
equalization, where do we imagine ourselves?  Do we dread the coming of the 
Lord, and if so, why?  Or do we look with eager anticipation and hope for that 
day when the Son of Man comes in a cloud, and if so, why? 
 
Yours in the journey, 
—Matt 
 
 
 

                                                            
1 Ragan Sutterfield, “The prophet’s candle:  Preaching about climate change in Advent”, The 
Christian Century, vol. 132, no. 24 (25 November 2015); accessed at 
http://www.christiancentury.org/article/2015-11/prophet-s-candle.  The preceding quote from 
McFague is from Sutterfield’s article as well. 
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“Seeds of Hope” 
Number 12 in a series sponsored by the Green Team 

written by Don Hoyle 
God’s Contemporary Gift of and for New Life 

 
I believe the upcoming Paris Climate Summit has the potential to be a 

contemporary gift of new life for humanity and the preservation of life on our 
common home, Planet Earth. Our transition from fossil fuels to the alternate 
clean energies can bring new life and hope to humanity. Throughout the 
history of our nation and world, humanity has gone from whale oil to wood to 
coal to fossil fuels, and now God is telling us that we need to go to the 
alternative energies of sun, wind, geo-thermal and tidal energies if we are not 
going to continue to pollute our planet.  One hundred and ninety- five 
nations representing ninety-five percent of the world’s population will be 
gathering in Paris from November 30 to  December 11 to decide our future and 
that of our Mother Earth.   

As a Christian I see this change as a contemporary reenactment of the 
spirit of Advent and Christmas when God came to Earth as His word made 
flesh and as the gift of his Son, the Christ Child, born in the humble manger 
in Bethlehem.  Humankind needs a spirit of humility to receive this gift, to 
look beyond our competitive and war-like nature between nations, to realize 
we are created to be one human family.  In his encyclical on global warming, 
Pope Francis shows our need to mold the rich and the poor from diverse 
nations and ethnic groups into one human family.  As the Pope represents and 
works for the poor and disadvantaged, he walks what he talks. Hopefully his 
presence will be an influential spirit that is caught and revealed at the summit.  

During this Advent season, it is my hope that our congregation will follow 
the request of the Outreach Board, supported by the Properties Board, to 
make a commitment to a fifty percent reduction of CO2 fossil fuels by 2030. 
We should also consider our national UCC’s request to reinvest some of our 
financial resources that are now in fossil fuels into the clean alternate energies 
that can bring hope for the preservation of the Earth for future generations. 
These gifts for our preservation represent the sustaining, gracious nature of 
the God we know in Jesus Christ. 
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Heard it at Council - November 2015 

At the November Council meeting we welcomed with appreciation Donna 
Latincsics as Council Clerk for the remainder of the 2015 term.  We were busy 
with business related to the new governance and ministries structure trial 
run, including: 

 Review of by-law amendments to accommodate the trial run resulting 
in a motion to call a Special Meeting to act on the by-law 
amendments immediately following the December 6th Annual Budget 
Meeting  

 Review of several Lead Ministry Coordinator roles followed by two 
motions to approve the job descriptions for Worship Coordinator and 
Congregational Life Coordinator 

 Adoption of policy regarding the ministry staff 

 Discussion about the role of Deacons and possible challenges and 
concerns with aligning the role in the new governance structure.  
Feedback was provided for GTF for review at their next meeting.  

Council also reviewed the deliverables around the previously adopted 
“Implementation Plan for the Recommendations of the Ad-Hoc Records and 
Archives Task Group” and approved completing the implementation work in 
2016.   

Submitted by:  Suzanne Hathaway, Council Chair 

 

End of the year bookkeeping reminder 

Please make every attempt to submit receipts for 
reimbursement to your Board/Committee budget 
representative before the end of the month to ensure that 
all 2014 expenses are completed this year.  
 Thank you! 
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Calls to December 6th Congregational Meetings 
 
Pursuant to Article XI, Section 2, of the bylaws of our congregation… 
The Members of the Storrs Congregational Church are called to the Annual 
Budget Meeting, to be held December 6, 2015, following the 10:00 am Sunday 
morning worship service.  The meeting will be held in the Parish House 
Auditorium.  The business of said meeting shall be receive the budget 
recommendations of the Board of Finance, to adopt an operating budget, and 
to act on proposed expenditures from the Major Projects Reserve Fund and 
other funds as appropriate for the coming year.  The presence and participation 
of all members is requested; a minimum of forty members is required to 
transact business. 
 

The final recommendation for the 2016 General Fund Budget, as well as any other 
business items for this meeting, will be distributed to the congregation 
electronically on Friday, December 4th.  A draft of developing budget plans, along 
with other related information, was distributed on Friday, November 20th, and will 
be presented and discussed at today’s Budget Information Forum. 
 
Pursuant to Article XI, Section 3, of the bylaws of our congregation… 
By vote of the Church Council at its meeting on November 3, 2015, the 
Members of the Storrs Congregational Church are called to a Special Meeting 
of the Congregation, to be held December 6, 2015, immediately following 
the Annual Budget Meeting.  The business of said meeting shall be to act on 
proposed new governance and ministries structure trial run Bylaw 
Amendments. 
 

In accordance with Article XV of the bylaws of our congregation, the full text of 
the proposed amendments was published with the original notice of this call-to-
meeting, by virtue of their appearance on pages 4 to 10 of The Gist of It, issue 6.  A 
copy is also available on the Parish House bulletin board and on the SCC website.  
A two-thirds affirmative vote will be necessary for adoption.  The presence and 
participation of all members is requested; a minimum of forty members is required 
to transact business.  

Sunday Flowers for 2015 
The sign up chart for Sunday Flowers has been updated and is 
ready for 2016. 
The week before your intention is to be printed, you will receive 
an email (or phone call if email is not available) to request your 
intention and to determine how the Sunday flowers should be 
distributed. 

Sunday flowers will be increasing to $20.00 and checks can be made payable 
to “SCC” with the date of the Sunday flower dedication in the memo line.
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Faith Formation News 

Calling all kids! 
During the Dec. 6 meetings after church, 
children and youth are invited to 
participate in a special Advent outreach 
activity. 
All age groups will come together to 
make Christmas cards, which will be 
distributed during our Christmas 
caroling outing.  
This is a great opportunity for 
youngsters to contribute in a 
meaningful activity designed to benefit 
community members who are unable to 
be with us regularly.  

Advent Wreaths Still Available 
Advent wreaths are still available, along 
with Advent devotional guides.  You can 
pick up wreath-making materials, as 
well as the guides, in the Parish House 
entrance outside the main church office.   

Sunday School Advent Activities 

In the October Carillon we described 
our new Sunday School program, which 
at that time consisted of two separate 
age groupings of children. Since then, 
we’ve found that a multi-age approach 
better plays to our strengths, both in 
terms of numbers of children and their 
energy and enthusiasm.  

To that end, we’re now blending all age 
groups in a Sunday School format that 
better reflects our beliefs about 
discipleship.  

Church provides the chance for learning 
and growing with different age groups in 
a way that school and sports activities 
may not.  

We want to make the most of that 
opportunity by giving our children a 

chance to learn from one another and 
about how God would have us live in 
community. The kids get the message 
that we’re all life-long learners, and that 
the faith formation process is ongoing.  

December Sunday School 
Activities 

Our first Sunday School unit of the year 
focused on stewardship of God’s gifts to 
us. The second unit, which focused on 
prayer, will continue into December.  
On December 20, children will have an 
opportunity to get in the holiday spirit 
by joining in a fun activity of caroling. 
See page 14 for details. 
 

Youth Group News 

Join the Click 
We have two great fellowship and 
service opportunities for JPF and SPF-
age students during Advent season.  
Both will take place at Click, the 
Commercially Licensed Cooperative 
Kitchen in Willimantic.  
On Dec. 5, Click needs volunteers for its 
Coquito Festival, a celebration of Puerto 
Rico’s iconic eggnog drink. 
On Dec. 12, volunteers are needed for 
the organization’s craft sale.  
To volunteer, or for more information, 
contact Laura Blum bluml16@eosmith.org 

The Mitten Tree is in place at the 
front of the Meeting 
House for your additions 
to make people in need 
warmer this winter. Our 
donations will be divided 

into adult and children's sizes, and 
brought to the Holy Family Shelter 
and the No Freeze Hospitality 
Center. 
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Gifts for Advent and Christmas from the library 

Preschool to Grade 2 
The Animals’ Christmas Eve, Gale Wiersum 
Let’s Get Ready for Christmas, Sandra M. Anderson 
What Child Is This?, Martha Marshall 
The Grandma Moses Night Before Christmas, poem by Clement Moore 
O Little Town of Bethlehem, Patrick McRae 
Christmas Classics for Children, Mary Warren 
Christmas is a Time for Giving, Joan Walsh Anglund 
The Christmas Star, Marcus Pfister 
The Christmas Story Pop-Up Book, Dean 
The Doll’s Christmas, Tasha Tuden 
The Polar Express, Chris Vanallsburg 
The Littlest Angel, Charles Tazewell 
God Gave Us Christmas, Lisa Tawn Bergen 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas, Dr. Seuss 
Silent Night, Betsy Hernandez and Donny Monk 
The Wild Christmas Reindeer, Jan Brett 
The Journey to Bethlehem, Akiko Kageyama 

Grades 3 to 5 
The Christmas Day Kitten, James Herriot 
The Story of Christmas: A Nativity Tale for Children, Retold by Anita Ganeri 
The Perfect Christmas, Robert J. Wright 
Christmas Every Day, William Dean Howells 
One Windy Night, Ruth Bell Graham 
Why the Chimes Rang, Raymond MacDonald Alden 
Johann’s Gift to Christmas, Jack Richards 
The 24 Days Before Christmas: An Austin Family Story, Madelin L’Engle 

Grades 6-8 
A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens 
American Christmas, Diane Goode 
The Real Santa Claus, Marianna Mayer 
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, Barbara Robinson 
The Gift of the Magi, O. Henry 
Nutcracker, E.T.A. Hoffman 
Holly, Reindeer, and Colored Lights, Edna Barth 
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Adult Books 

The Christmas Story Told Through Paintings,  
The Metropolitan Museum of Art 

The Christmas Box, Richard Paul Evans 
A Renaissance Christmas, National Gallery of Art 
The Night the Stars Sang, Fleming H. Revell Company & Triumph Books 
Norman Rockwell’s Christmas Book 
Christmas in Connecticut, Diane Smith 
Celebrate the Sun, Betty Nickerson 
Shepherd’s Abiding, Jan Karon 
Christmas On Stage, Edited by Theodore O. Zapel 
The Nativity Collection, Robert J. Morgan 
A Cup of Comfort for Christmas, Edited by Colleen Sell 
Behold!, Pamela Hawkins 
Expecting, Scott Hoezee 
 

HOPE –PEACE – JOY – LOVE – CHRIST 

We are well into the Advent season and the candles are being lit for special 
thoughts and themes each week. You can learn more about our  Christian 
traditions by borrowing books from your library. Craft books, prayer books, 
hymnals, decorating ideas are all available for you to enjoy. If you have 
young children and need some easier (and shorter) versions of the 
Christmas Story, we can help you find them. 

The preparation for Christ’s birth is a very busy time as we shuffle our time 
from work, school, family and friend related activities that all seem to have 
the need to be accomplished in 4 short weeks. So – take time for yourself – 
we are always recommending this – and just find a good book to settle with 
for a few minutes each day. 

Merry Christmas from your friends, Janet, Marietta, Sally, Sue, Jennie & Joan 
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Pick-A-Party News 

The SCC Pick-A-Party 
signups are done but the 
parties are just starting. If 
you missed out on signing 
up for these upcoming 

parties, there is still time!  Call or visit 
Deborah in the Church Office and she 
will help you sign up and accept your 
payment.  While pre-registration is 
encouraged, walk-ins are welcome!  Feel 
free to invite your friends.  Thank you 
for your support!  Party on SCC! 

Parties still available: 
 Christmas Card Creations ~ Wednesday, 

December 2nd from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. in 
the Parish House Lounge. 
We will make 4 different cards and each 
participant will have written 
instructions to make additional cards. 
Three of the cards will be Christmas and 
one “Thank You” card.  
Cost: $15.00 / person. 

 New Year Detox Yoga ~ Saturday, January 
2nd from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. in the Parish 
House Lounge. 
Start the New Year by ridding the body, 
mind and spirit of that which no longer 
serves you and create space for new and 
healthy energies to emerge. In this 
workshop, we will incorporate yoga 
postures and breathing techniques to 
help cleanse our physical and energetic 
body, along with meditation to release 
unhealthy and negative patterns. 
Participants will learn practical 
suggestions for practice at home and 
will leave with a nurturing gift. We will 
conclude with time for fellowship over 
healthy snacks and cleansing tea. Please 
note: this is not a dietary detoxification. 
Bring a towel, waterbottle, mat and any 
props you may want to use. 
Cost: $15.00 / person (ages 12+) 

  

News of Our Parish Family 

Anniversary Celebrations   
“A good love is delicious, because you 
can never get enough. 
 ~ Dove Chocolates 

Julie & Rich Savino ................... December 2 
Eileen & Gary Griffin ............... December 2 
Joanna & David Lambert ...... December 26 
Holly & Junius Hunter ................. January 4 

Birthday Celebrations   
Sarah Johnson ....................................... 12/01 
Annetta Miller ...................................... 12/03 
Dwayne Gilbert ..................................... 12/04 
Beden Kimenyi ...................................... 12/05 
Donna Latincsics ................................. 12/07 
Wade Johnson ....................................... 12/10 
Thany Heng Litrico ............................. 12/10 
Pastor Matt ............................................ 12/11 
Dulcie Vannais ...................................... 12/12 
Vicki Magley ......................................... 12/14 
Maye Henning ...................................... 12/16 
Haley Ignatowicz ................................. 12/16 
Paulla Dixon ......................................... 12/18 
Spencer Hamlin ..................................... 12/21 
Julia Chilinski ........................................12/23 
Elizabeth Hanks ................................... 12/24 
Ellen Mickel ........................................... 12/26 
Alice O'Donovan .................................. 12/28 
Grant Gifford ......................................... 12/31 
Daniel Weed .......................................... 01/01 
Jason Gould .......................................... 01/02 
Carly Smith .......................................... 01/04 
Keith Johnson ........................................ 01/05 
Josh Miller............................................. 01/08 

In Memoriam   
It is with much sadness -- but still in the 
hope of our resurrection faith -- that I 
share that Willard Daniels, passed away, 
Monday, November 23rd, 2015. 
A Service of Witness to the Resurrection 
celebrating Willard's life will be held 
here at the church on Wednesday, 
December 9th, at 2:00 pm.  A reception 
in the Parish House Lounge will follow. 
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Pray For Our Military 

The following list contains people 
called to active duty. Please keep them 
and their families in your prayers.   
 Matt Allen, submitted by Pam & Dick 

Roberts 
 Matthew Ducharme, submitted by 

Adrian & Janet Atkins 
 Chip Greer, submitted by Elaine Greer 
 Joel Higley, submitted by Betty Robinson 
 Francis Kimenyi, submitted by Patty 

Tanaka 
 Philip Lewis, submitted by Russ Wheeler 
 Jared Muth, submitted by Janet Atkins 
 Eric Stailing, submitted by Bryan & Susan 

Stailing 
 Lamont Ward, submitted by Nichole 

Gronski Ward 
If you know of someone who should be 
on this list (or have a correction), please 
contact the church office.  Thank you. 

Sunday Morning Servers 

Week 1 – December 6 
Liturgist: Allison Burchell-Robinson 
Greeter: Brenda Bergen 
Ushers: Elizabeth Ross, Lynn Brown, 

Jaiden & Suzanne Hathaway 
Fellowship: Kathy LaJoie 
Welcome Table Host: Juanita Hall 

Week 2 – December 13 
Liturgist: Duffy Brookes 
Greeter: Lisa Gregus 
Ushers: Cheryl Roy, Dana Gregus, 

Cass Crewdson 
Fellowship: Linda Blum 
Welcome Table Host: Jamie Lang-Rodean 

Week 3 – December 20 
Liturgist: Erin Scholes 
Greeter: Eileen Griffin 
Ushers: Paul Schur, Carolyn Holmy, 

Duffy Brookes, Susan Dione 
Fellowship: Dianne Sprague & Bob Wyss 
Welcome Table Host: Eileen Metzgar 

Week 4 – December 27 
Liturgist: No Liturgist required 
Greeter: Dulcie Vannais 
Ushers: Lynn Brown, Dianne Sprague, 

Bob Malecki, Bob Wyss 
Fellowship: Jane & Ray Joesten 
Welcome Table Host: Eileen Metzgar 

Week 5 – Janaury 3 
Liturgist: Richard Roberts 
Greeter: Eileen Griffin 
Ushers: Donna Latincsics, Jane Joesten, 

Ray Joesten 
Fellowship: Kathy LaJoie 
Welcome Table Host: Patty Tanaka 

Great news to be shared! 
Patty Tanaka shares the joy reported in 
The Chronicle that lst summer’s “ice 
bucket challenge” raised $220 million 
dollars. That money funded research at 
John’s Hopkins University that found 
treatment with a custom protein could 
return damaged cells in the brain and 
spinal cord to normal. Such therapies 
could halt symptoms of ALS (Lou 
Gehrig’s disease) which currently is a 
fatal diagnosis. 

 
The Covenant To Care giving tree has 
been set up in the Parish House Lounge. 
It is adorned with tags for the gifts 
needed for our community outreach 
giving. 
Keep in mind that bags work better than 
wrapping paper so that parents can view 
before Christmas. 
Gifts can be dropped off by December 
20th to Dianne Sprague, Jane Joesten or 
Linda Blum at church on Sundays or to 
Deborah in the church office on 
weekdays. 
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UCC UConn asks: Can we Help? 

It is that time of year 
to prepare for the 
dreaded snowfall and 
seasonal chores. The 
UCC UCONN 
Alternative Spring 

Break Group is happy to help with your 
winter preparations and clutter clearing! 
There is no set price for odd jobs, we’re 
happy for you to use your own judgment 
as to what you think is a fair price. This 
is a major part of our spring trip 
funding. We truly appreciate all of the 
donations and support we receive 
through our SCC community. 
 We may ask for transportation to 
and from your job. If you have an odd 
job for us, please contact Olivia 
Arsenault at 860-207-6063 or 
uccuconnasb@gmail.com. Please leave a 
message with your name, phone 
number, a brief description of the odd 
job, and if you are willing to provide 
transportation. Thank you for your 
continued support! 

WAIM Work Day – Saturday December 
12, 2015 from 
9:00 – 12:00 noon 
866 Main Street 
Willimantic, CT 

This will be great fun! WAIM will be 
open to the public for the first time 
ever! Please volunteer to be there 
helping for this historic event to 
raise funds for this much needed 
part of our community – WAIM. 

Feeding the Hungry 

Christmas comes quickly after 
Thanksgiving which means the food 
pantry is emptied twice within a month.  
Food was distributed to twenty-three 
families during Thanksgiving week and 
your Outreach Board is anticipating 
another 20 to 25 families for the 
Christmas food  distribution.  Think of 
the pantry when you see "buy one, get 
one free"  or "get two free."  The extras 
would be helpful.  The items that are 
always in demand are peanut butter, 
jelly, cereal, pasta, tomato sauce, canned 
fruit and vegetables, tuna fish, and 
soups.  You may leave your donations in 
the pantry beside the lounge kitchen or 
in the grocery cart by the elevator.  The 
Outreach Board thanks you on behalf of 
those who receive. 

Another way we feed the hungry is 
through the bread ministry. Every other 
Thursday, several members of 
congregation work at Food Share and 
our church adds bread and pastries to 
the food distributed by  the truck.  
Through cooperation with Price 
Chopper, day-old baked goods are 
picked up three times a week.  They are 
frozen and kept for Food Share or taken 
to the Covenant Soup Kitchen.  Price 
Chopper is now also donating leftover 
produce for the Soup Kitchen, as well.  If 
you would like to be involved in this 
ministry, speak with Jan Hoyle. 

The next food distribution is scheduled 
for Saturday, December 19th at 9:30 
a.m. in the Parish House Lounge. Come 
and help on that day and see how this 
experience adds meaning to your 
Advent Season. 
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All Church Caroling 
Sunday, December 20th 

Following Worship 

Location: Mansfield Center for Nursing and Rehabilitation 
(100 Warren Circle, Storrs Mansfield, CT) 

- Car pool leaves church at noon as MCNR expects us singing by 
12:15pm.  We will go on to Village caroling at Glenridge and 
expect to be done around 1:30pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

Wear Festive Attire! Hats, antlers etc! 

Caroling books, jingle bells and instruments provided  
(or bring your own). 

Come help us spread the spirit of  
Christmas! 
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DECEMBER 5, 2015 
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 9 AM – 2 PM 

 

Holiday Lunch with Beverages and Desserts  11 AM – 1 PM 
Mansfield Middle School Chamber Choir      11:30 AM – 12 PM 

 

Enjoy lunch and a visit 11 to 1 with entertainment at 11:30 AM 
 

Purchase a variety of soups and SCC’s BK’s Award Winning Chili, Cole Slaw, 
Breads and Rolls, Hot/Cold Beverage, and Desserts 

 

Browse and shop at our sale for that special gift or decoration and  “Deck 
your Halls” with our greens and poinsettias.  
 

Parish Piecers Fabric Gifts         Bake Sale 
SERRV International Gifts       Pecan Sale 
Holiday Tag & Gift Sale        Poinsettias 
Wreaths, Sprays & Greens         Centerpieces 
Silent Auction  Vendors: Scarfs, Art, Jewelry & Photographs by SCC folks  

 

Donate items and goods:  
 TAG/GIFT SALE: “Recycle” gently used seasonal items, see bulletin board for 

idea of what sells well or call Jennie Talbot 860 429-8122. 
 SILENT AUCTION: Donation items valued $20 or higher. Entry forms are 

available in the lounge. Request pick-up: call Pam 860 428-2406.  
 BAKE SALE: Prepare something scrumptious.  Watch for an email soon from 

Eileen Metzgar and Sondra Morrison for drop off times. 
 GREENS: Cut and donate your own greens or call Jane 860-742-5269 for our 

cutting crew cut per your directions at your yard Thursday, Dec 3. 
 

Donate your time: See bulletin board or call Pam 860 428-2406 
 Now thru Dec 5: Pre-sale poster/signs distribution, Pam captaining  
 Thursday, Dec 3: Greens Cutting Crew typically 10 till done. Soup stop. 
 Friday, Dec 4, 8:30 to 5:30 See SIGN UP SHEETS ON BULLETIN BOARD 

o 8:30 am till done: Table/chair set up – Pam captaining  
o 9:00 am and on: Soup crew in Kitchen – Jamie captaining 
o 9:30 am and on: Tag Sale, Greens; general set up: Quilters, SERRV, 

Bake Sale, dining room; wreath and poinsettia deliveries etc. Lunch 
available. 

 Saturday, Dec 5 –7:30 set up, 8:50 cashiers, Sales associates and runners 
needed, dining servers needed, kitchen crew UCC UCONN!, clean up crew 
needed starting at 2 PM.  

 Monday, Dec 7 – Starting at 8:30 sort, pack, clean up, distribute left overs… 
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Board & Committee Meetings 

Dec. 1 Council Meeting, 6:30 pm (CE-201) 
Dec. 8 Christian Ed., 5:30pm (Lounge) 
Dec. 9 Deacons, 5:30 pm (Lounge) 
Dec. 9 Finance Board, 7:00 pm (CE-201) 
Dec. 9 Music Board, 6:30 pm (Library) 
Dec. 13 Christian Fellowship, 8:45 am 

(Lounge) 
Dec. 13 Properties Board, 11:45 am 

(Memorial Room) 
Dec. 15 Outreach Board, 4:00 pm 

(Library) 
Dec. 17 Prayer Shawl, 10:00 am (Library) 

Note change in date for this month 

Activities & Events  
Dec. 2 Pick-A-Party: Christmas Card 

Creations, 6:00 pm, Lounge 
Dec. 5 Holiday Bazaar, 9:00- 2:00, 

Parish House 
Dec. 6 Annual Budget Meeting & 

Special Congregational Meeting, 
following worship, Auditorium 

Dec. 9 Memorial Service for 
Willard Daniels, 2:00 pm, MH 

Dec. 12 WAIM Workday, 9:00 – 12:00, 
866 Main Street, Willimantic 

Dec. 13 Lessons & Carols, 3:00 pm, 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

Dec. 19 Christmas Food Ingathering, 
9:30 am, Lounge 

Dec. 20 Christmas Food Deliveries, 
following worship, Lounge 

Reminder 

The office will be closed in observance 
of Christmas Holiday, starting at noon 
on Christmas Eve and all day on 
Christmas.  
Also we will be closed in observance of 
the New Year, at noon on New Year’s 
Eve and all day New Year’s Day. We will 
reopen at 9:30 on Monday, January 4th. 

Gatherings and Rehearsals 
 Adult Choir, Sunday @ 9:00 am and 

Thursday @ 7:30 pm (no choir 12/27) 
 Adult Forum, Sunday @ 9:00 am  

(CE – 201) 
 Service Sewing, Monday @ 9:30 am 
 Library Open, Sunday & Tuesday  

@ 9:30 am 
 Parish Piecers, Wednesday  

@ 9:30 am, 2nd Floor Ed. Bldg. 
 C.A.F.E. Storrs, Wednesday  

@ 10:30 am, Library 
 Adult Handbells, Thursday @ 6:30 pm 

Community Activities & Events 

Dec. 4 Collegium Musicum, 8:00 p.m. 
Dec. 5 A Quiet Corner Contra Dance,  

8:00 pm (7:30 for lessons) Auditorium 
Dec. 5 A Cappella Concerts: Notes Over 

Storrs, CDN & Rubyfruit starting at 
4:00 p.m., MH 

Dec. 6 A Cappella Concert: Drop The 
Bass (new this semester) starting at 
3:00 p.m., MH – all donations support 
the Hartford Arts Council. 

Dec. 6 A Cappella Concert: The 
Chordials starting at 6:00 p.m.,  

Dec. 10 Foodshare Distribution,  
11:30 am Wright’s Village 

 
It’s (almost)Annual Report Time! 

Annual Reports for the 2015 year are due 
to the office by Thursday, January 14th 
for formatting. 
If you need copies of last year’s report or 
you need assistance with this year’s 
report, contact Deborah in the office for 
assistance. 
All reports should be submitted 
electronically via email, if possible. 
Copies of the 2015 Annual Report will be 
available after worship on Sunday, 
January 24th.



  Schedules & Calendars | 17 
 

TakeNote! is a Mansfield-based a 
cappella ensemble whose sole mission is 
to provide benefit performances for local 
non-profits. This year, we have chosen 
WAIM as the beneficiary of our Winter 
Concert, to be held on Sunday, 
December 6 at 3:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church in Windham Center. A 
reception hosted by St. Paul’s will follow 
the concert. 
The concert will feature songs of the 
holiday and winter season in various 
musical styles including jazz, traditional, 
and multicultural.  
Bring your friends, your kids, your 

neighbors, yourself – and enjoy this treat of talented folks sharing the 
gifts they’ve been given for your enjoyment. This is a great event to 
attend to get you in the festive holiday mood. 
 

 



 

2015 Poinsettia 
Order Form 

 

 Red  (        )  White (        )  Pink (        ) 
If more than one is ordered, include number in (        ) 

Dedication: (In memory or honor of) 
 

 

 

 

Name:  

Cost - $18.50 – make checks payable to  
Storrs Congregational Church 

 Pick up after 5:00 service on Christmas Eve 
  Pick up after 9:00 service on Christmas Eve 
  Give to Shut-in 

Thursday, December 17th is the last day to place orders! 
 

  



 

 

Our joy at Christmas is a response to God's promise of new life through the 
birth of Jesus. It is a joy we are called to share widely, through our witness and 
gifts, both to loved ones and to distant neighbors. 

You have the opportunity to be a part of this ministry that cares for the active 
and retired clergy and lay employees of the United Church of Christ through 
your participation in this year's Christmas Fund Offering. 

Your gift to the Christmas Fund will not only assist pastors like the one above, 
but also provide for the Supplementation of Small Annuities, 
Supplementation of Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, and provide 
Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks next December to low-income retirees. 

Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing number of retirees 
whose low-income annuities make it difficult to meet increasing living costs. 
This is your opportunity to participate in God's promise of renewal by 
enabling this ministry of compassion and care.  
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