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The People of God at Worship:  October 

 OCT 4:  The 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Holy 
Communion 
The Rev. David W. Good, guest preacher for  
World Communion Sunday 
Pastor Good is Minister Emeritus of the First 
Congregational Church of Old Lyme, and founder and 
chair-of-the-board of the Tree of Life Educational Fund. 

 OCT 11:  The 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Pastor Matt preaching: 
“The Most Challenging Thing Jesus Ever Said” 
Scripture:  Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 & Mark 10:17-31 

 OCT 18:  The 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Pastor Nancy preaching:  “Children’s Sabbath” 
Scripture:  Isaiah 53:4-12 & Mark 10:35-45 

 OCT 25:  The 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Reformation Sunday & Heritage Sunday 
Pastor Matt preaching: 
“Your Faith Has Made You Well” 
Scripture:  Jeremiah 31:7-9 & Mark 10:46-52 
 

October 25th is Heritage Sunday. We will be honoring the 
individuals who have been members of Storrs 
Congregational Church for over 40 years. Pastor Matt will 
be preaching and the music will be wonderful! 

Our 1st All Church Potluck follows worship on October 25th. 

Mark your calendars! Save the date!  
Watch for emails and announcements 
regarding Potluck dishes and sign up 
opportunities coming soon! 

Anyone interested in helping with set up 
or clean up should contact the office or Pam Roberts at 
860-428-2406 or drpamptscc@charter.net. 
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Volunteer at The Covenant Soup Kitchen, Willimantic, Saturday, October 3rd – 
SCC will be making lunch at the Covenant Soup Kitchen on 
Saturday, October 3rd. If you are able to help out with either 
the cooking (9:30 – 11:30 am) or serving (11:30 – 1:30), contact 
Linda Blum at lblum0598@charter.net or 860-423-1900. 

Desserts are also needed – enough for 100 people! Drop 
desserts off at the Church on Friday, October 2nd from 9:00 – 5:00 or at the 
Soup Kitchen (220 Valley St., Willimantic) Saturday morning. Donations to 
offset the cost of the meal can be made via check to SCC with “Soup Kitchen” 
in the memo line. Thank you! 
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HAVE A 
MINUTE? 
Thoughts from 
Pastor Matt… 
In a recent email 
from the 
Congregational 
Consulting Group (a 

body of consultants formerly affiliated 
with The Alban Institute prior to its 
closure), consultant and Presbyterian 
pastor Sarai Rice asks, "(How) Will 
Millennials Change the Church?"  Here's 
how she responds…  

First, apparently, by leaving it. 

According to America's Changing 
Religious Landscape, the latest report 
from the Pew Forum, the percentage of 
adults who describe themselves as 
Christians dropped from 78.4% in 2007 
to 70.6% in 2014. In the same period, the 
percentage of Americans who are 
religiously unaffiliated-atheist, agnostic, 
or "nothing in particular"-jumped from 
16.1% to 22.8%. One of the most 
important factors in this shift is the 
weak connection between Millennials 
and the church: 36% of those between 18 
to 25 and 34% of those 25 to 33 are 
religiously unaffiliated. To be fair, it's 
not just Millennials that are leaving - 
nearly a quarter of Generation Xers (b. 
1965-1980) are now unaffiliated and even 
Baby Boomers are slightly more likely to 
be "nones."   But the large number of 
unaffiliated Millenials is a big deal for 
the church! Among other things, the 
median age of mainline Protestants has 
risen from 50 to 52 since 2007 and will 
almost certainly continue to climb. 
 Some millennials do stay with the 
church, however, and they will 
inevitably change the church because 
they don't behave like the rest of us do. 
 For example, older adults in 

congregations all over the country have 
been waiting for years for the younger 
generation to "step up" and take their 
turn running the committees that run 
the church. Well, not actually running 
the committees because the younger 
generation is clearly too young to 
actually run things yet, but at least they 
should step up and do the work! 
 Unfortunately, very little "stepping up" 
is ever going to happen because younger 
families, usually made up of adults with 
careers and children with activities, have 
very little time for committees. Frankly, 
they barely have enough time for 
church. And furthermore, they aren't 
likely to view committee work as the 
kind of "work of the church" to which 
they're willing to commit time. 
Occasional teaching? Sure. A food-
packing event that they can do with the 
kids? Definitely. Worship Committee 
meetings? Not so much. 
 The thing is, millennials have a 
different, and in many ways admirable, 
understanding of the nature of work. 
 For example, Jeff Goldsmith, who has 
spent his life working in healthcare 
management, described boomers as 
having "a near obsession with consensus, 
along with decision cycles on major 
points sometimes stretching into years." 
I don't know about consensus-
Presbyterians always appreciate a good 
vote!-but decision cycles that take years 
sound like the church. I can remember 
endless hours of discussion (some of 
which may still be going on) about the 
color of the new choir robes or whether 
pea gravel is preferable to rubber mulch 
on the playground. 
 Take Risks, Fail Faster:  Millennials, 
however, are much more comfortable 
with a rapid-cycle management style 
that substitutes "take a few risks and fail 
faster" for "never fail." They may attend a 
few meetings of a church committee to 
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see whether they can help, but they 
won't stay around for a slow process and 
slower results. 
 Goldsmith also talks about 
"continuous horizontal communication" 
as the millennial way to do work. 
Continuous horizontal communication 
looks to older adults like young people 
spending all their time on social media 
talking to multiple friends while 
simultaneously doing homework and 
listening to music. Based on their own 
brain behavior, older adults question 
whether any work is getting done. 
 But to young adults, continuous 
horizontal communication feels as if it's 
the only way to get work done at all. 
Social media is the way most young 
adults communicate, whether about 
homework or committee work, and it 
has advantages-it doesn't need to be 
face-to-face and real-time, issues can be 
thoroughly hashed out, and there's 
usually a record of what people have 
said. There are even web- and 
smartphone-based apps for taking votes 
when necessary. 
 I already see the effect of continuous 
horizontal communication on life in the 
church. For example: 

Fewer face-to-face meetings at night at 
church, but more email and social 
media-based organization and decision-
making 

Less willingness to serve on 
committees, especially for three-year 
"terms," but more willingness to help 
organize and participate in project-
based or event-based mission activities 

Fewer "standing committees" because 
fewer people are willing to serve in this 
way 

More people involved, but doing smaller 
pieces of the work 

There are other differences in the way 
millennials work, too. For example: 

Little interest in doing "busy work" like 
recruiting rosters of acolytes-because 
this work can be done via apps or staff 
time rather than by volunteers walking 
around with clipboards or making phone 
calls 

A higher degree of creativity and 
innovation-because there's no interest 
in doing the same thing over and over 
again, whether it's a curriculum or a 
mission project 

More "professionalization" of the boards 
and committees that do exist-because 
most members are working adults with 
professional skills like fundraising, 
personnel, financial management, 
information systems, which they fully 
expect to use in the context of their 
congregation 

Higher expectations for the skill level of 
the congregation's professional staff 

A strong commitment to all the most 
up-to-date forms of technology and 
software 

Little patience for congregational 
systems that expect them to wait their 
turn as leaders or that disregard their 
expertise about today's culture because 
they don't understand or sufficiently 
care about yesterday's 

I have to admit, I'm thrilled that work 
can be done differently than I've always 
done it. Thirty years ago, I would have 
assumed that seven-member 
committees with three-year terms were 
a part of at least one of the Creation 
narratives along with Sunday School, 
hymnbooks, and the clock at the back of 
the sanctuary. But now we can all see 
that there are effective and efficient 
alternatives to most of these things. My 
hope is that our congregations, 
especially the ones made up mostly of 
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over-50 adults like me, will see that the 
way they've always done things doesn't 
work any more.  We have to change if 
our congregations are going to attract 
young members and build a vibrant 
future. 
 Now, the truth is, at this very moment 
we here at Storrs Congregational don't 
have a whole ton of "millennials" as 
members of our congregation.  Some-
and, to be fair, a good number more 
than a lot of churches have-but still, it's 
not a huge proportion of our 
congregation that falls into the adults-
under-33 bracket. 
 But I find Pastor Rice's reflections 
nevertheless fascinating for two reasons:  
one is, of course, that we need to always 
be mindful that we're called to build up 
the church for those who are not yet 
here.  But another is, I believe, that these 
cultural shifts aren't limited only to 
"millennials".  Sure, they may be most 
prevalent among younger people, but I 
find that a lot of people in Gen-X, the 
Baby Boomer generation, and beyond 
are shifting in some of these same ways. 
 As I write this article, the vote on 
initiating a trial run of our new ministry 
leadership and governance frameworks 
is still pending.  To be honest, I'm 
reasonably confident that the decision 
will be to go forward with the plans.  
Nevertheless, I know that there's still 
some anxiety out there about just how it 
is that we're going to transition our 
existing ways of doing things into these 
new systems.   People are wondering and 
worried about whether people will take 
on significant roles without the system 
of committee elections behind it, or 
whether this new framework will put 
too much workload onto the pastors, or 
whether there will be balls dropped or 
things falling through the cracks.  I've 
even heard about some people feeling a 
reticence (or even resistance) to 

'stepping up' proactively to take part in 
new places and roles, perhaps to "wait 
and see" if they get invited into service in 
some way or perhaps even to step back 
from leadership entirely in a new and 
unfamiliar framework. 
 Let me say that I do certainly 
understand some of these anxieties 
about this process.  After all, let's be 
honest: through the next few months, as 
we shift and transition things, there is 
still going to be plenty of work to do, 
and quite likely at least a few times of 
confusion and uncertainty.  But I'm also 
hopeful about the potentials and 
possibilities.  I'm hopeful because, even 
with the work and bumps-in-the-road 
we're likely to run into in the short-
term, I do sincerely believe that in the 
long-run we are going to find the new 
framework easier, more natural, more 
flexible, and more life-giving-even if we 
can't all yet see how that will be. 
 Moreover, though, I am hopeful about 
the potentials and possibilities because I 
trust in the promise:  the promise of all 
that God has in store for us as a 
congregation if we but manage to get 
out of our own way… the promise of 
abundance that God has gifted this 
congregation with in all of the 
wonderful passions, skills, knowledge, 
interests, abilities, and yearnings present 
among all our people gathered together-
gifts that are with us no matter what 
way we choose to organize ourselves… 
and moreover, the promise of Jesus 
himself, that he will not leave us 
orphaned, and that because he lives, we 
also will live (John 14:18-19). 

 

Yours in the journey, 

Matt 
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“Seeds of Hope” 
Number 10 in a series sponsored by the Green Team 

written by Don Hoyle 
Christianity-- God of History and the Paris Climate Summit 

(Transition into a New Day) 
 

As Christians and UCC people we recognize that our God, who is still 
speaking, is part of history and is seeking to direct us when we pray, “Thy 
kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.” Throughout the Old Testament we 
see a God who is leading the Hebrew people out of the wilderness and into 
the Promised Land. Most of the world's religions believe that God seeks to 
control and direct history. So, “History is not just an idle tale told by fools 
with no purposeful end.” 

The evolution of mankind that shows how humans are trying to solve their 
ever-occurring problems implies how God has implanted in humans the 
desire to direct their own destiny. Dietrich Bonhoeffer shows this hopeful 
future of man; when he speaks of Christ as “God's man for others” along side 
his concept of “man come of age.”  

As we face the 21st century we see how humanity has the choice of 
determining their own destiny in the crises of global warming and its 
resulting climate change. For the first time in the history of humankind, we 
are starting to realize we actually do live on one planet where what effects one 
part of the planet affects all parts of the planet. 

The eighth climate summit, sponsored by the U.N. that will meet in Paris in 
December is the next attempt to help us face our common situation that we 
truly live in an intertwined planet. The summit will start with the high hope 
that the nations of the world will come with their own chosen and self-
imposed goals to cut their global warming emissions of toxic gasses to save 
their common home. As Christians we hope the global leadership of Pope 
Francis will show a unity and outreach that will give impetus to this global 
movement. The Pope will be addressing our U.S. Congress and the U.N. 
General Assembly. Let's all pray for this movement's success as we perform 
actions that can further the movement. 
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Heard it at Council - September 2015 

Council reconvened in September after a break in August.  The following business 
was addressed: 

 We accepted the resignation of Chuck Vinsonhaler as Clerk with thanks and 
regret.  Nominating Committee will be seeking a replacement to finish the 
term.   

 Council moved to approve the Governance Trial Run Resolution and 
recommends that the congregation approve the resolution at the September 
27th congregational meeting.   

 A proposed call for the congregational meeting was approved by motion to 
act on a motion from the Board of Finance to increase the 2015 budget for 
insurance and to vote on a resolution authorizing a trial run of new 
Governance and Ministry Leadership Structures.   

 Erin Scholes, representing the Governance Task Force, presented the current 
draft of the Lead Ministry Coordinators Job Descriptions for Council review 
and discussion.   

 Council engaged in thoughtful conversation around the “Black Lives Matter” 
movement and how we as a congregation respond now and going forward.  
There was agreement that we need continued discussion as a church about 
what it means to engage in public witness in response to issues of social and 
racial justice. 

Submitted by:  Suzanne Hathaway, Council Chair 

Monday, October 12th Office Closed in observance of Columbus Day 
Columbus Day first became an official state holiday in Colorado in 
1906, and became a federal holiday in the United States in 1937, 
though people have celebrated Columbus's voyage since the 
colonial period. In 1792, New York City and other U.S. cities 
celebrated the 300th anniversary of his landing in the New World. 
President Benjamin Harrison called upon the people of the United 
States to celebrate Columbus Day on the 400th anniversary of the 

event. During the four hundredth anniversary in 1892, teachers, preachers, poets and 
politicians used Columbus Day rituals to teach ideals of patriotism. These patriotic 
rituals were framed around themes such as citizenship boundaries, the importance of 
loyalty to the nation, and celebrating social progress. 
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Fall Program and Luncheon 
Thursday, October 8th, 10 to 1 

 
ALL ARE INVITED and IF there is interest an evening or weekend 
repeat of the program will be schedule. 
 
Pastor Nancy B. McLaren has graciously agreed to work out her 
schedule in order to present “STEPS ON THE WAY”.  Pastor Nancy will 
share with us news of her most recent trip to the West Bank and the 
emerging glimpses of hope she has gleaned from her time there.  She is 
excited to have a chance to reflect about this journey of discovery she 
has found herself and will put into perspective the multiple trips and 
future encounters on her journey. 
 
Watch for a sign up on the “Happenings Board”.  All are invited. Both 
men and women are welcome, invite friends and family members and 
join us.  Here is the general schedule:  

10:00 AM: Fellowship and morning beverage and treat  

10:30 AM: Pastor Nancy will present: “STEPS ON THE WAY” in her 
journey of discovery which have led to “glimpses of hope” 
for justice and peace in the lives of the people she has met 
on her Israel/ Palestine adventures.  

12 NOON: Lunch. Offering of the Least Coin, and Fellowship 

12:45 PM:  Brief announcements and some basic info on the 
Christmas Bazaar while sharing dessert.  

 

Women’s Fellowship NEWS
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Spirit Soundings 
An occasional series on topics of spirituality and faith vitality… 

 

Recently, UCC pastor Janice Jean Springer wrote for The Christian Century 
magazine about “Illness as hermitage: How Parkinson’s became my spiritual 
practice”.  Here are her thoughts… 

 

Since I received the diagnosis of Parkinson’s disease, I have had to slow 
down and simplify my life to accommodate my compromised energy. At the 
same time, new obligations—medical appointments, attention to diet, 
increased exercise—demand more of that energy I no longer have. 

I am required to keep a stringent daily schedule. Finish breakfast at least an 
hour before the 7 a.m. meds. Practice yoga, but wait until two hours after a meal. 
Take the yellow pill three times a day, but keep four hours between it and the gray 
pill. Finish lunch an hour before the 1 p.m. meds. Take this at 4. Do that at 5. 
Remember this at 7. . . . Oh, and don’t be stressed. 

There have been many losses. My self-image as a strong and vibrant woman 
seems not to fit anymore. I have to pay attention to my balance, think about 
how I walk, be careful not to fall. Be careful not to fall? When have I ever worried 
about falling? I have always acted and felt younger than my years. How did I 
get to be old so young? 

I’ve lost my safety net. I have benefited from the healing powers of Western 
medicine as well as acupuncture, prayer, yoga, homeopathy, ayurvedic 
medicine, and healthy foods. But if these are not going to preserve my health, 
what will keep me safe? 

I’ve lost my spiritual grounding. I can’t pray the way I always have. I spend 
an inordinate amount of time focusing on my body, and there isn’t much time 
left to focus on my spirit. When did I switch from being centered on God to 
being centered on myself? 

I’ve lost my trust. I can no longer trust my body to do what I want it to do. 
I’ve lost the carefree confidence that my brain will always perform as it always 
has. I feel betrayed by those practices of diet and prayer in which I had put so 
much trust. 

Perhaps the most painful loss of all: I’ve lost my illusions. I’ve lost the 
illusion that I am exempt from the losses and limits that besiege other people. 
I’ve lost the illusion that I am in control. I’ve lost the illusion that if I just do it 
all right, it will be all right. 

At some point in life, whether because of illness, accident, injury, or aging, 
each of us will experience losses and limitations that invite us to wrestle with 
the question, how can I be faithful in my new circumstances? A spiritual 
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director suggested to me that the challenges and changes I faced were giving 
my life a more contemplative shape, a deeper monastic spirit. 

In an attempt to feel some control over my new routine, I made a list of 
what I was supposed to do and when I was supposed to do it. One day, as I 
looked at this schedule, I saw that it is not unlike the monastic practice of 
praying the hours, marking the day with eight times of prayer. I inserted the 
Latin names of the hours of prayer into my daily routine of pills and naps and 
exercises. Now, each time I check the schedule I’m reminded that my day is 
permeated with prayer. 

Slowly, I began to experience a shift. Instead of fighting the changes and 
limits, I’ve begun to embrace them as a choice I am making in order to live 
faithfully, somewhat like a monk in the world. Instead of fighting Parkinson’s 
so I can have time for my spiritual practice, it has become my spiritual 
practice. Parkinson’s is the hermitage where I slow down, pay attention, and 
concentrate on what is needful in the moment. 

As I focused on my body in a new way, the phrase "body prayer" kept 
coming to mind. I started to redefine spiritual practices in ways that served 
my new circumstances. For instance, I sometimes need to sit down and rest a 
few minutes between tasks, and most days I take a nap. I reframe these breaks 
as sabbath times. 

Forgiveness is a spiritual discipline, and compassion, too, and I realized it is 
not just people I need to forgive. I practice forgiving my body for getting sick 
and growing old, and forgiving myself for my times of discouragement or 
despair. I try to practice compassion toward each part of my body that isn’t 
working quite right, compassion toward myself for not being perfect. 

My usual styles of prayer haven’t been working anymore. Restless leg syn-
drome, which can sometimes accompany Parkinson’s, frequently makes me 
unable to sit still for 20 minutes (or even five) of prayerful meditation, as I 
have done for more than 30 years. So I focus on my love relationship with the 
holy instead of on prayer styles or techniques. I pray the Jesus Prayer as I walk. 
I make yoga sessions a body prayer. I repeat a sacred mantra as I wash dishes. I 
pray without judging how I’m praying. And because my life now holds a lot of 
obligations and a good share of frustration, I pray in whatever way is pleasing 
to me each day, so that prayer is not just another demand on my to-do list, but 
something I anticipate with delight, a date with my Beloved. 

Another practice I engage in is fasting. As best I can, I fast both from 
unhealthy foods and from the negativity that surrounds Parkinson’s: my own 
fears, other people’s horror stories, and the media’s gloom-and-doom 
attitudes. 
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The practice of gratitude is easy, most days. I offer the Spirit my thanks, not 
for this illness, but for the gifts the illness has brought me. Gratitude helps me 
to focus not on what is lost, but on what is left. 

Surrender is a vital and particularly difficult spiritual discipline. I have 
always tried to surrender to the Spirit. Now I make a conscious effort to 
surrender to Parkinson’s, to changes that I don’t want. I am learning to 
surrender to how I am instead of clutching at how I wish I were or how I used 
to be. 

I am learning to extend hospitality toward my body, even with its difficult 
changes, and toward the feelings I don’t really want, like discouragement, 
vulnerability, and fear. This practice is important to me because of our 
tendency in times of illness or injury to see our body and our emotions as 
enemies that we need to fight and conquer. 

Some days I don’t care one bit about praying the hours or learning what this 
illness has to teach me. There are times when my idea of fasting means 
denying myself everything other than Ben and Jerry’s New York Super Fudge 
Chunk ice cream. But most of the time, this reframing deepens my spiritual 
life and allows me to experience the abundant love and grace of a good God. I 
no longer have the sense of being a victim. 

I don’t know what the future will bring, but then, I have never known that, 
even if I pretended that I did. I’m not sure if I’ll always be capable of finding 
the peace I’ve found at this point. For now, my work is to receive whatever 
each day brings. My limited self and the limitless God come together to 
empower me to walk a path I never expected to walk and to walk it most days 
with gratitude. 
Where else does your “limited self” and the “limitless God” come together, and 
empower you to walk your walk with gratitude?
SCC Book Discussion Group 

The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion —  
Next gathering is Sunday, November 22, 7:00 pm (Library).  

Eileen Griffin will be facilitating the discussion on Graeme Simsion’s 
first novel, The Rosie Project.  He's a socially inept scientist who's tone 
deaf to irony. She's an edgy young woman whose fallback mode is 
sarcasm. Put them together, and hilarity ensues in Australian IT 
consultant Graeme Simsion's first novel, The Rosie Project. It's an 

utterly winning screwball comedy about a brilliant, emotionally challenged geneticist 
who's determined to find a suitable wife with the help of a carefully designed 
questionnaire, and the patently unsuitable woman who keeps distracting him from 
his search. If you're looking for sparkling entertainment along the lines of Where'd You 
Go Bernadette and When Harry Met Sally, The Rosie Project is this season's fix. Copies 
are available in the Library. Contact:  Eileen Griffin 860-429-0480. 
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If you love to sing... 
Join our Adult Choir! 

Our Adult Choir forms the cornerstone of our music 
ministry, enriching our worship with choral 
selections and assisting in congregational singing 
most Sundays, September through May.  It’s an age-
diverse group, ranging from vocally skilled high 
school students through members of our 

congregation’s oldest generations, and includes a number of UConn students. 

The choir sings a wide range of material:  classical masterworks from across 
the centuries, songs from early American folk music traditions, selections from 
the spirituals and gospel traditions, and contemporary pieces from a variety of 
backgrounds. 

Give us a ring... 
Join our Handbells! 

Our Adult Handbell choir rings for worship on several 
occasions throughout the year.  It’s a great opportunity for 
people with all levels of  musical ability to be able to 
contribute to the music life of our congregation, and offers a 
more-flexible commitment, too!  You don’t even have to be 
able to read music… if you can count, you can ring! 

 

Spooky Organ Tour 
Following worship on November 1st all ages are 
invited to wear a costume and join the 
“Spook-out” in the choir loft while Trisha 
plays spooky music. 
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Christian Education News 

The Christian Education “wing” of our 
church life offers faith formation 
opportunities for all ages! 

For Children: 
We offer Sunday School from September 
through June for ages 4-12.  Following 
the “Early Word” children’s message at 
our 10 a.m. Festival Worship each 
Sunday, children are invited to head over 
to the Christian Education building for a 
gathering time before they join their 
respective classes.  
 The class for children in grades Pre-K 
to 4 is taught by Cheryl Mitchell, Jamie 
Lang-Rodean and Sue Irvine; the class 
for grades 5 and up is taught by Bryan 
Klimkiewicz and Bob Malecki. 
 After years of experimenting with 
various curricula, our Christian 
Education Board has formatted a new 
curriculum for faith formation.  
 The class for children in grades Pre-K 
to 4 will follow the Godly Play 
curriculum; an approach that nurtures 
and helps children explore their innate 
sense of God through story and play. 
The class for grades 5 will follow the 
Connect Curriculum, a method that 
engages pre-teens using videos, Bible 
exploration and hands-on projects. 
 Both the new curricula are based on 
the liturgical seasons, life of the church 
and the core stories of our faith.  
Children attending Sunday School 
classes will also celebrate each other’s 
weekly joys as well as share concerns, 
pray and sing together, and celebrate 
special events and holidays together. 
 If you haven’t yet registered your 
child(ren), please do so online at 
http://tinyurl.com/SCCFFaithFormation
Registration so that we are sure to have 
your contact information on file.  

Nursery: In addition to providing a 
welcoming environment for your 
children at Sunday School, we also offer 
a caring, relaxed atmosphere in our 
nursery, which is staffed each Sunday 
between 9:30 and 11:30 am.  
 We’re pleased to announce that 
Cynthia Garcia has returned to work 
with us again in the nursery.  Cynthia is 
a UConn work-study student and is 
delighted to be back among us. We also 
welcome Michael Grischuk as our 
newest nursery staffer.  Also a UConn 
work-study student, Michael brings 
enthusiasm and warmth to our nursery. 

Food for thought: As you work to 
strengthen the spiritual lives of children, 
consider these points about the vital role 
of the home, by pastor and author 
Rebecca Kirkpatrick.  
1. You, not the church are the primary 

religious educator for your children.  
2. It is okay not to know the answers to 

your children’s questions.  
3. You are responsible for building an 

adult religious life outside of your 
children.  

4. Your children with you in the pew is 
not bothering people. 

5. Share the story of your family’s faith 
with your children.  

6. Think very carefully and intentionally 
about the decisions you make for your 
children and family that may keep 
them from regular religious practice. 

7. Don’t be so afraid of the elements 
within the Christian tradition that you 
disagree with that you neglect to teach 
them how to value the rest of the 
tradition.  

8. All religious resources (books, videos, 
radio, etc.) are not made equally.  

9. Being a part of a Christian (or any 
faith) community is about more than 
providing religious education for your 
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children—it is how we teach them to 
value community.  

10. Statistically, you get what you are. 
Children rarely surpass the faith life 
and spirituality of their parents.  

And check out these books for parents.  
 Gently Lead: How to Teach Your 

Children about God While Finding Out 
for Yourself by Polly B. Berends 

 Frogs Without Legs Can’t Hear: 
Nurturing Disciples in Home and 
Congregation by David W. Anderson 
and Paul Hill 

 Family Prayer for Family Times: 
Traditions, Celebrations, and Rituals by 
Kathleen O’Connell Chesto 

For Youth: 
Fellowship: Pastor Nancy is working to 
finalize dates for middle and high-school 
fellowship activities this fall.  If she has 
not contacted you, but your child is 
interested in being involved, please 
contact Pastor Nancy via email at 
Nancy@storrschurch.org. She will be 
happy to integrate your child into the 
fellowship.  

Confirmation: Confirmation is for 8th 
and 9th graders this year. If you have not 
heard from Pastors Matt and Nancy and 
would like to be involved, please contact 
Pastor Nancy via email at 
Nancy@storrscongchurch.org  

Food for Thought:  
The beginning of the school year brings 
new classes, shifting social groups, and 
high levels of stress for many teens.  
Check out these tips from 
VibrantFaithatHome.org on helping 
your teen build stress management 
skills. 
http://vibrantfaithathome.org/articles/a
rticles-parenting-teens/item/chill-out 

For Adults: 
We're getting excited for the beginning 
of a new term of Adult Formation 
offerings here at SCC.  Fall term 
offerings will start the week of October 
4th and conclude before Thanksgiving, 
and they are: 
 Forum on Climate Change (Sundays 

after worship), featuring the diverse 
expertise of members of our 
congregation:  

o Bob Wyss, UConn Journalism 
Professor: "How the Press Blew the 
Climate Change Story" 

o  Ray Joesten, retired UConn 
Geology Professor: ""What every 
citizen of planet Earth needs to 
understand about carbon and 
climate change"  

o Mike Lake, retired UCC pastor: " 
Follow the Money" 

o Richard Cowles, of the Connecticut 
Agricultural Experiment Station: 
"Evidence that change is already 
here: implications for agricultural 
production" 

o Don Hoyle, retired United 
Methodist pastor: "Progress toward 
a successful Paris global climate 
summit" 

 Bible 101: Making Sense of the Bible 
(Sundays after worship), with Pastor 
Matt 

 Faith and Conflict in the Middle East 
(Tuesday evenings), with Pastor Nancy 

 Roots of our Tradition: The 
Reformation and the Congregational 
'Way' (Sundays before worship) 

 Serving from the Heart: Finding your 
Gifts and Talents for Service, a one-
day Saturday mini-retreat   
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Check out complete information in the 
Pilgrim Prep Fall 2015 brochures on our 
website. 

Food for Thought:  
 Welcoming the Stranger 

https://sojo.net/articles/europe-and-
us-we-must-welcome-stranger 

 Feeding the Inner Life 
https://sojo.net/magazine/septembero
ctober-2015/feeding-inner-life. 

Library News… 

Here we are pretty much through 
September! Students and teachers are in 
their classrooms, parents are working 
with the younger children to acclimate 
them to new surroundings, and others 
are busy at other interesting work areas. 
This Fall we will be supporting the Faith 
Formation program with book selections 
for the study groups. The group on 
Sustainability begins on October 4th. 
Detailed information on this activity was 
published in the last issue of the Carillon 
or you can locate it on the church’s web 
page for the same issue. 
 During the summer months we 
purchased several new titles. Come and 
check them out! We continue to list 
appropriate seasonal and topical titles in 
the Sunday bulletin each week. The 
following is a list of reading suggestions: 

The Day the World Came to Town: 
9/11 in Gander, Newfoundland by Jim 
Defede. It is an inspirational book 
about how the people in Gander 
welcomed and hosted the travelers 
on the jets that were diverted there 
on their way to the U.S. 

Reluctant Hero, A 9/11 Survivor Speaks 
Out About That Unthinkable Day, 
What He’s Learned, How He’s 

Struggled and What No One Should 
Ever Forget by Michael Benfante and 
Dave Hollander. Michael Benfante 
was a manager on the 81st floor of the 
World Trade Center’s North Tower. 
He led is employees down 81 flights 
of stairs, as well as a woman in a 
wheelchair, out of the building to 
safety moments before the tower 
collapsed. The book relates his life 
immediately before 9/11 and the ten 
years afterwards with his private 
anguish, trappings of public heroism 
and the hope he holds for all. 

David: A Man of Passion and Destiny 
by Charles R. Swindoll is the first of 
a series exploring Great Lives from 
the Bible to learn what made them 
great. Read this book to learn what 
made David great in God’s eyes. 

Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn. The 
suspense movie of the same name is 
based on this book. 

An International Treasury of Mystery 
Suspense with stories by Dorothy 
Sayers, P.D. James, Evelyn Waugh, 
Agatha Christie and many others 

Connecticut Walk Book: A Trail Guide 
to the Connecticut Outdoors; Country 
Walks in Connecticut by Susan Cooley 

Fifty Hikes in Connecticut, A Guide to 
Short Walks and Day Hikes in the 
Nutmeg State by Jerry and Sue Hardy 
will guide you on your way. 

Stone by Stone by Robert Thorson 
will help you appreciate the stone 
walls that you see near the trail. 
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For Children: 

Peace Begins With You by Katherine 
Scholes. This book explores what 
peace is; where it comes from; how 
to find it and how to keep it. It is 
beautifully illustrated by Robert 
Ingpen who earned the Hans 
Christian Andersen Award for 
illustration in 1986. 

 Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White 
 Alice’s Adventure in Wonderland and 

Through the Looking Glass by Lewis 
Carroll 

 Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by 
Mark Twain. 

 Grow A Pumpkin Pie by Jane Gerver 
 Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf by Lois Ehlert 
 Fall is Here by Dorothy Sterling 

 
Join us for this year’s annual Tree of Life Conference co-hosted by Storrs 
Congregational Church and The Peace Group of Northeaster Connecticut 

Wednesday, October 21st 6:30 pm 
Storrs Congregational Church  
Meeting House 

How Can WE Be Agents of Change to Secure 
Human Rights for Palestinians and Israelis? 

In this conference, we will hear from Israeli, 
Palestinian and American voices of conscience 
who will help us understand that in the long 
struggle toward justice and peace in the Holy 
Land, the fulcrum of change must involve the 

international community. This requires that we all operate as agents of change to 
secure universal human rights for Palestinians and Israelis. 

With the growing Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement already 
underway on many college campuses and within numerous religious denominations, 
trade unions and secular organizations, we must ask ourselves how BDS can be an 
even more effective instrument of change. We must prepare to compete with the 
rhetoric of the upcoming presidential campaign to raise awareness of the real “facts 
on the ground.” We must explore ways in which we can move beyond “analysis 
paralysis” and become – to quote Mahatma Gandhi – “the change you wish to see for 
the world.” 

Our conference speakers, Gideon Levy and Suhail Khalilieh, will remind us there is 
hope that, in working together, we can reach that critical “tipping point,” the moment 
at which the tide turns, and positive change gets underway. As Archimedes said, “Give 
me a lever and I can move the world!” 
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Programs on Spirituality in the 
Quiet Corner 

Three series of programs on spirituality will 
be presented at Christ Church (Episcopal) 
in Pomfret CT this year.  The programs will 
be led by Rev Oscar Brockmeyer, an 
ordained UCC minister with many years of 
experience in this field.  To register, or for 
more information, email him at 
obbrockmeyer@snet.net 
 
SPIRITUALITY FOR THE 2nd HALF OF 
LIFE—DISCUSSION GROUP 
The spirituality of the first and second 
halves of life differ in focus, tasks and 
experience.  The First Half of Life is a 
time to establish identity, learn the 
rules, and establish a focus for family, 
friendships and work.  The Second Half 
of Life is a time when mystery, wisdom 
and paradox bring us to a broad, 
inclusive and meaningful way of holding 
life.  This group will meet on third 
Thursdays (except in December) from 1-
3 pm.  The dates are 10/15, 11/19, 1/21, 
2/18, 3/17, 4/21, 5/19.   
 
SPIRITUAL COMPANIONS GROUP 
Participants take turns sharing an issue 
of a spiritual interest the group.  For 
example, “Where was God when I 
needed God?” or “I’m finding it hard to 
pray—what can I do?”  Members of the 
group help the presenter to attain 
insight and greater awareness by 
offering questions or thoughts that help 
the presenter to explore the issue.  Every 
member of the group finds that they 
benefit from the process.  The group will 
meet on first Tuesdays from 6:30 to 8:30 
pm.  The dates are 10/6, 11/3, 12/1, 1/5, 
2/2, 3/1, 4/5, and 5/3. 
 

SPIRITUALITY WORKSHOPS 
Meets the second Saturday of each 
month from 10 to 12:30.  Each meeting 
will include a presentation by Rev 
Brockmeyer on a topic of spiritual 
interest.  There will be time for silent 
reflection and for sharing in groups.  
The first workshop will feature 
Contemplative Prayer.  Other topics 
include Spiritual Decision Making, and 
Leaving a Spiritual Legacy.  The dates 
are 10/10, 11/14, 12/12, 1/9, 2/13, 3/12, 4/9, 
and 5/14. 
 

Walking and Praying in the Way of the 
Spirit 

Stand at the crossroads and look, ask for 
the ancient paths; which was the good 
way?  Take it and you will find rest for 
yourselves.  (Jeremiah 6:16) 

Our retreat day together for spiritual 
renewal will combine group time and 
time for solitude and contemplation. 
Through scripture, poetry, music, and 
sharing we will reflect and pray on how 
the Spirit is moving in our lives as we 
enter into the season of gratitude and 
giving. Come to rest, to walk the beach, 
to sit quietly in the chapel or in the 
beautiful oceanside rooms at Mercy, or 
walk through the art gallery. 

Date: Saturday, November 21 
(carpooling encouraged) 

Time: 10:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Place: Mercy Center at Madison 
Cost: $20 program fee includes 

delicious lunch buffet 
RSVP: The Rev. Dr. Debbie Pallatto-

Fontaine 
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Pick-A-Party 2015 – 2016 News 

It is planning time for the 
2015 – 2016 Pick-A-Party 
festivities!  

Here are the steps for 
hosting a party: 

1. Think of something you enjoy and 
then build a party or activity around 
the idea. 

2. Select a date for your party or 
activity. While any date from 
November 15 through October 31, 
2016 is fine, pick a specific date so 
we can advertise the date and 
description in the Pick-A-Party 
brochure. 

3. Submit your party offering and the 
date you want to hold it. The 
deadline for submitting party 
offerings is Sunday, October 11th.  

You have a couple of ways to submit 
your Pick-A-Party idea: 
EMAIL (preferred method): 
Dianne (dispraguew@gmail.com) or 
Jamie (langrodeanje@gmail.com).  
Please put "Pick-A-Party" in the subject 
line. Include the following in your email: 
Title (theme) of party, suggested price, 
number of guests, date/time/location, 
phone number, donated by and 
description. 

FILL OUT A FORM: and return it to 
either, Jamie, Dianne or Deborah in the 
church office. 

At coffee hour on November 1st, a 
brochure of the 2015 – 2016 parties and 
events will be available for you to mark 
the parties you want to attend. 
Attend a party – or lots of parties! 
The actual Pick-A-Party sign-up will be 
Sunday, November 15th after church. We 
require payment at the time of sign-up, 
so bring your CHECKBOOK or some 
CASH. If you cannot attend, find a 
friend who will sign-up and pay for you. 
No spaces can be reserved without 
payment on this day. If an event fills up, 
you can put your name on the waiting 
list, free of charge. A “Second Chance” 
Pick-A-Party sign-up will be on Sunday, 
November 22nd during coffee hour for 
any unfilled parties. 

PARTY FORM 
Please describe the party you are offering 
and return form to Jamie, Dianne or to 
the church office by Sunday, October 
11th. Be specific about dates and times to 
avoid misunderstandings. 

Title (theme) of Party _______________ 
Suggested price per person: $ _________ 
Number of Guests: _________________ 
Date of Party (Nov. 15th, 15 – Oct. 31st, 16) 
  ____________________________ 
Time span: _______________________ 
Location: ____  Address: ___________ 
Church? _____  Schedule approval? ___ 
Donated by: ______________________ 
Phone and email: __________________ 
Description of Party: (details for 
advertising) 
  ____________________________ 
  ____________________________ 
  ____________________________ 
  ____________________________ 
  ____________________________ 
  ____________________________ 
  ____________________________ 
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News of Our Parish Family 

Anniversary Celebrations   
“A successful marriage requires falling in 
love many times, always with the same 
person. Mignon McLaughlin 

Karen & Andrew Horan .............. October 4 
Nancy & Kenny McLaren .......... October 12 
Lisa & Dana Gregus ...................October 16 
Julie & Bryan Klimkiewicz ........ October 19 
Laura & Dwayne Gilbert ........... October 23 

 

Birthday Celebrations   
Katrina Heffley .................................... 10/02 
Nate Holmy .......................................... 10/02 
Jackie Soroka ........................................ 10/02 
Jennifer Bergen ..................................... 10/03 
Erin Ballou ............................................ 10/05 
Cheryl Roy ............................................. 10/06 
Laura DellaFera ................................... 10/07 
Eric Jordan ............................................ 10/07 
Kaitlyn Smith ....................................... 10/08 
Michelle Hier ......................................... 10/11 
Rebecca Elliot ........................................ 10/14 
Brock Silliman ....................................... 10/14 
Cameron Smith ..................................... 10/14 
Emily Duval ........................................... 10/15 
Hayley Gilbert ....................................... 10/15 
Eileen Griffin ......................................... 10/15 
Laura Blum ............................................ 10/16 
Barbara Nagy ........................................ 10/17 
Lia Kapinos ............................................ 10/18 
Hannah Montgomery .......................... 10/18 
Nicole Nogiec ........................................ 10/18 
Bob Wyss ................................................ 10/18 
Ward Ewalt ...........................................10/19 
Allie Warinsky ...................................... 10/20 
Emerson Ballou ..................................... 10/23 
Marietta Johnson ................................. 10/27 
Cass Crewdson ..................................... 10/28 
Scott Duval Jr. ...................................... 10/29 
Richie Kremer ....................................... 10/30 
Trisha Snyder ....................................... 10/30 
Joan Keller .............................................. 10/31 

In Memoriam   
It is with much sadness -- but still in the 
hope of our resurrection faith -- that I 
share that Patty Vinsonhaler, passed 
away, Tuesday, September 8th. 
A memorial service in celebration of 
Patty’s life is being planned for Saturday, 
November 28th, (time T.B.D.) and a 
reception at the Parish House is 
anticipated to follow. 
A privately held burial service was held 
for Patty on Saturday, September 12th at 
the New Storrs Cemetery. 

Pray For Our Military 

The following list contains people 
called to active duty. Please keep them 
and their families in your prayers.   
 Matt Allen, submitted by Pam & Dick 

Roberts 
 Matthew Ducharme, submitted by 

Adrian & Janet Atkins 
 Chip Greer, submitted by Elaine Greer 
 Joel Higley, submitted by Betty Robinson 
 Francis Kimenyi, submitted by Patty 

Tanaka 
 Philip Lewis, submitted by Russ Wheeler 
 Jared Muth, submitted by Janet Atkins 
 Eric Stailing, submitted by Bryan & Susan 

Stailing 
 Paul Tanaka, submitted by Patty Tanaka 
 Lamont Ward, submitted by Nichole 

Gronski Ward 
If you know of someone who should be 
on this list (or have a correction), please 
contact the church office.  Thank you. 

Capt. Marta Tanaka finished her active 
duty with the U.S. Navy in 
early September. She is on 
terminal leave until the end of 
October when she officially 

retires after 30 years of service. She is 
gratefully thanked for her service. 
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Sunday Morning Servers 

Week 1 – October 4 
Liturgist: Suzanne Hathaway 
Greeter: Jaiden Hathaway 
Ushers: Pamela Roberts, Jamie & Wes 

Lang-Rodean, Kathy LaJoie 
Fellowship: Liz & Rich Cowles 
Welcome Table Host: Carolyn Holmy 

Week 2 – October 11 
Liturgist: Lisa Gregus 
Greeter: Carolyn Holmy 
Ushers: Jamie Lang-Rodean, Cheryl Roy, 

Lynn Brown, Pamela Roberts 
Fellowship: Dulcie Vannais 
Welcome Table Host: Laurie Brookes 

Week 3 – October 18 
Liturgist: Robert Wyss 
Greeter: Dana Gregus 
Ushers: Dan Wilson, Carolyn Holmy, 

Jamie Lang-Rodean, Paul Schur 
Fellowship: Dianne Sprague 
Welcome Table Host: Patty Tanaka 

Week 4 – October 25 
Liturgist: Christianne Glenn-Long 
Greeter: Brenda Bergen 
Ushers: Cheryl Roy, Eileen Griffin, Zoe 

Strickler 
Fellowship: Heritage Sunday Potluck 
Welcome Table Host: Paul Schur 

Week 5 – November 1 
Liturgist: Lawrence Mickel 
Greeter: Sondra Morrison 
Ushers: Paul Schur, Dan Wilson, Gail 

Kapinos, Susan Dione 
Fellowship: Marietta Johnson 
Welcome Table Host: Eileen Metzgar 

If you are interested in serving in one of 
the roles listed above, please sign up on 
the Fellowship Board in the Parish 
House next to the Main Office. Choose 
the day and role you’d like to serve; 
unfilled spots will be randomly assigned 
through the office. 

The Community Invites You 

COME JOIN US!  We need your help to 
build the playground Saturday, October 
10th - Monday, October 12th! 
 The playground is a go and site work 
has begun. We now need your help to 
build the playground, Columbus Day 
Weekend. Please fill out our volunteer 
form, found through the following link 
http://www.mansfieldcommunityplaygr
ound.org/lendahand.html. We need a lot 
of construction workers. If you can 
swing a hammer, dig a hole, or lend your 
muscle, we want YOU! It is not 
necessary to have previous experience 
doing construction work—there are 
many tasks for people of all abilities. 
 We will need people to help organize 
and distribute tools and materials during 
the build.  We will also need people who 
can support the construction workers 
with maintaining the food and 
refreshment tent, or by providing 
childcare for parents helping with the 
build. 
 If you would like to participate, please 
fill out our volunteer form. We will need 
members of our community of all ages 
and levels of experience to make this 
project a reality. 

Save the Date: Christmas Bazaar 
Women’s Fellowship will provide the 
coordinator and organize contributions 

or areas of sales and 
programming for A 
Christmas Bazaar on 
December 5, 2015. We are 
looking for persons to 

confirm leadership and participation. 
Watch for more information and please 
consider ways you can assist with this 
fundraising event. 
Contact: Pam Roberts, 860-428-2406 or 
drpamptscc@charter.net. 
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Can we Help? 

The UCC UCONN Alternative Spring 
Break Group fundraises 
for our trip every year by 
doing odd jobs. Do you 
have yard work and other 
small jobs that we can 

help with? There is no set price for odd 
jobs, we’re happy for you to use your 
own judgment as to what you think is a 
fair price. This is a major part of our 
spring trip funding. We truly appreciate 
all of the donations and support we 
receive through our SCC community. 
 This year, we have many new 
members who do not drive or have 
access to cars, so transportation will be a 
consideration. We may ask for 
transportation to and from your job. If 
you have an odd job for us, please 
contact Olivia Arsenault at 860-207-
6063 or uccuconnasb@gmail.com. Please 
leave a message with your name, phone 
number, a brief description of the odd 
job, and if you are willing to provide 
transportation. Thank you for your 
continued support! 

Fellow Egg Boxers – Once again, 
thanks to your 
thoughtfulness and 
“go green” mindset, 
329 egg cartons were 
delivered to a needy 
and very appreciative 

egg farmer on Labor Day. Thanks to 
you, we will continue this project.  
Egg cartons can be brought to the 
Parish House during the week or left 
in the hanging bag in the Deacon’s 
kitchen on Sunday. 
Thank you, 
Russ Wheeler 

Thank you for supporting 
Neighbors in Need 

The Neighbors in Need offering, which 
will receive this month, supports the 
UCC’s ministries of justice and 
compassion throughout the United 
States. Two-thirds of the offering is used 
by the UCC’s justice and Witness 
Ministries to fund a wide array of local 
and national justice initiatives, advocacy 
efforts, and direct service projects. 
Through ucc.org/justice, our national 
Justice and Witness Ministries office 
offers resources, news updates, and 
action alerts on a broad spectrum of 
justice issues. Working with members of 
the UCC Justice and Peace Action 
Network (a network of thousands of 
UCC justice and peace advocates), 
Justice and Witness continues its strong 
policy advocacy work on issues such as 
the federal budget, voting rights, 
immigration, health care, hate crimes, 
civil liberties, and environmental justice. 
Neighbors in Need also supports our 
American Indian neighbors in the UCC. 
One-third of the offering supports the 
UCC’s Council for American Indian 
Ministries (CAIM). Historically, 
forebears of the UCC established 
churches and worked with Lakota, 
Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, 
Arickara, and Hocak in North and South 
Dakota, Wisconsin, and northern 
Nebraska. Today there are 20 UCC 
congregations on reservations and one 
urban, multi-tribal UCC congregation in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. These 
churches and their pastors are supported 
by CAIM. CAIM is also an invaluable 
resource for more than 1,000 individuals 
from dozens of other tribes and nations 
who are members of other UCC 
congregations in the U.S.



22 | Reaching Out 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOME NEW FOLKS DISCOVERED SCC AND WHO WE ARE! 
TAG SALE AND SILENT AUCTION REPORT AUG 29th and 30th 

With high visibility on our unique corner of this gorgeous campus, a work crew setting up 
items for sale under the tent donated by the Schur family was a sight to behold while the 
dew was still on the grass.  The tent gave welcomed shade on a hot day which drew 
parents, students, and residents of the area towns (as well as a few of our own members 
and friends), into the sale of a good selection of gently used household items, toys, books, 
outdoor and indoor decorative items and sports equipment.  Spatulas and wire whisks for 
25 cents, corkscrews, pillows, table lamps and linens, bath mats and small rugs as well as 
large rugs went quickly along with all the chairs, small tables, bookcases and 
entertainment centers we had.   Air conditioners and fans drew buyers on this hot day.  
And our like-new donated bicycle drew competitive bidders.  Carly Smith talked about the 
youth trip to Israel/Palestine in March and sold olive oil.  Volunteers and shoppers alike 
enjoyed Donna Latincsics’ ice-cold complementary beverages and snacks.   Bikers and 
runners and dog walkers meandered in - often finding something needed.  Some returned 
with cars to carry away their on-hold bargains.  Others took advantage of offers to deliver 
items, thanks to transporters Jacqueline Cheney and Cheryl Roy.  Besides the successful 
sales, we met specific goals.  We tried something new.  We were a visible part of the 
heartbeat of the university campus as it came to life for the Fall 2015 semester.  
Conversations with families of students were a highlight.  Some were themselves alumni 
of UConn and had attended functions at our church in their day. The collective US of the 
Storrs Congregational Church made some friends.  Pastor Matt chatted with students and 
families, Pastor Nancy recruited a possible work-study applicant, Wade Johnson recruited 
change ringers and the “Treasure in our Tower” was explained to curious onlookers.  
Our Sunday, August 30th sale before and after church added to the proceeds, drawing not 
just SCC folks purchasing the “Best of the Last” but also drawing others passing by and 
some who had been at the sale the day before.   A crew sorted and packed left over items 
on Sunday afternoon and Monday morning.   WAIM and area libraries as well as our 
Covenant to Care program received some specially selected items that will be appreciated 
by those in need.  Thank you to all who sorted, priced, donated, displayed, packed and who 
put up with the traffic to help on Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday.   See the 
“Happenings Bulletin Board” for a list of known volunteers without whose help the event 
would not have been successful. 

We RAISED
$1,454.00!
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Board & Committee Meetings 

Oct. 5 Finance Board, 7:00 pm (CE-201) 
Oct. 6 Christian Ed., 5:30pm (Lounge) 
Oct. 6 Council Meeting, 6:30 pm (CE-201) 
Oct. 11 Christian Fellowship, 8:45 am 

(Library) note change in location 
Oct. 11 Properties Board, 11:45 am 

(Memorial Room) 
Oct. 14 Deacons, 5:30 pm (Lounge) 
Oct. 14 Finance Board, 7:00 pm (CE-201) 
Oct. 14 Music Board, 6:30 pm (Library) 
Oct. 22 Prayer Shawl, 10:00 am (Library) 

Activities & Events  
Oct. 2 Dessert drop off desserts for 

Soup Kitchen Meal, 9:00 – 5:00, PH 
- Kitchenette 

Oct. 3 Covenant Soup Kitchen Meal, 
9:30 am, Cooks & Preparers 
11:30 am, Servers 

Oct. 8 Women’s Fellowship Fall 
Program and Luncheon, 10:00 am, 
Lounge 

Oct. 25 Heritage Sunday Potluck, 
following worship, Auditorium 

Nov. 1 Spooky Organ Tour, following 
worship, Organ Loft 

Adult Faith Formation Classes 

Sundays Roots of our Tradition 
Oct. 4, 11, 18; Nov. 1, 8 & 15  
9:00 am in the Parish Lounge 

Sundays Forum on Climate Change 
Oct. 4, 11, 18; Nov. 1 & 8  
11:30 am in the Library 

Sundays Making Sense of the Bible 
Oct. 4, 11, 18; Nov. 1, 8 & 15  
11:30 am in the Memorial Room 

Tuesdays Faith & Conflict in the 
Middle East 
Oct. 13, 20 & 27; Nov. 10 
5:30 pm in the Parish Lounge 

Gatherings and Rehearsals 

 Adult Choir, Sunday @ 9:00 am and 
Thursday @ 7:30 pm 

 Adult Forum, Sunday @ 9:00 am  
(CE – 201) 

 Service Sewing, Monday @ 9:30 am 
 Library Open, Sunday & Tuesday  

@ 9:30 am 
 Parish Piecers, Wednesday  

@ 9:30 am, 2nd Floor Ed. Bldg. 
 C.A.F.E. Storrs, Wednesday  

@ 10:30 am, Library 
 Adult Handbells, Thursday @ 6:30 pm 
 Adult Choir, Thursday @ 7:30 pm 

UConn Activities at SCC 

Capoeira Club, Monday @ 7:00 pm & 
Wednesday @ 7:00 pm (Auditorium) 

UConn Swing & Blues Dance, Tuesday  
& Sundays@ 6:30 pm (Auditorium) 

UConn Ballroom Dance, Thursday @ 
7:00 pm (Auditorium) 

Community Activities & Events 

Oct. 3 A Quiet Corner Contra Dance,  
8:00 pm (7:30 for lessons) 

Oct. 1, 15 & 29 Foodshare Distribution,  
11:30 am Wright’s Village 

Oct. 21 Tree of Life Conference, 7:00 pm, 
Meeting House  
with a marketplace in the Parish 
House Lounge 

Reminders 

Oct. 11 Pick-A-Party Forms due, 
following worship, Auditorium 

Oct. 12 Columbus Day Observed, 
Office & Buildings closed (A.A. Noon 
Group Meeting is always held 
regardless of building closures) 
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