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THE 3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER
A Service of Word & Feast

April 26, 2020   10:00 a.m.
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The 3rd Sunday of Easter 
“It is one of the characteristics of our contemporary society that encounters, good as they may 
be, don’t become deep relationships.  Thus our life is filled with good advice, helpful ideas, 
wonderful perspectives, but they are simply added to the many other ideas and perspectives 
and so leave us ‘uncommitted.’  In a society with such an informational overload, even the 
most significant encounters can be reduced to ‘something interesting’ among many other 
interesting things. 
 “Only with an invitation to ‘come and stay with me’ can an interesting encounter develop 
into a transforming relationship.” 

— Henri Nouwen, in With Burning Hearts: A Meditation on the Eucharistic Life      
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude     Janice Castle, piano 
 
Welcome 
 
Acclamation & Greeting 
 One: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 Many: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 
Call to Worship 
 One: Come, you who love God— 

you who speak to God from the depths of your being— 
for God will hear your prayers. 

 Many: When you are laid low, 
God will lift your spirit up. 
When you are filled with joy, 
God will rejoice with you. 

 One: What gift can we offer 
in return for God’s goodness? 

 Many: We will lift the cup of salvation 
and shout, “Hallelujah!” in honor of our God. 

 One: For God has brought life from the grave 
 Many: and refreshed our souls 

with abundant life forevermore. 
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Hymn — “Because You Live, O Christ”   VRUECHTEN 
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Prayer of the Day 
 One: Let us pray. 
 Many: Elusive God, 

companion on the way, 
you walk behind, beside, beyond; 
you catch us unawares. 
Break through the disillusionment and despair 
clouding our vision, 
that, with wide-eyed wonder, 
we may find our way and journey on 
as messengers of your good news.  Amen. 

 
News from our Life Together 

 



5 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
Refrain — “Alleluia”   CELTIC ALLELUIA 

 

 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Reading — Zephaniah 3:14-20 

This reading, from the conclusion of book of the prophet Zephaniah, prophesies joy for Judah 
and Jerusalem.  Judgment has led to repentance, and God’s salvation is at hand.  The oppressors 
of God’s people will be dealt with, and God’s people will be gathered, restored, and praised. 

 
Scripture Reading — Luke 24:13-35 

The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the 
question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us.  Here, he is revealed through the scriptures 
and in the breaking of bread. 

 
The “Alleluia” refrain (music above) is repeated. 
 
Sermon — “Together Amazed”  The Rev. Matthew Emery 
 
Responding with our Gifts 

During the offertory music, while reflecting on the gifts we have to offer, those participating via Zoom 
are welcome to submit prayer petitions—joys and concerns—via the “Chat” feature in Zoom.  These 
petitions will be collected together and transmitted to Pastor Matt for inclusion during the time for 
prayers of the people. 
 

An Offering Thought 
Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread. — Luke 24:35 
 Sometimes even the most faithful disciples have a tough time seeing Jesus at work in the 
world. But if we look beyond our own needs and problems we begin to see the Christ all 
around. May this very real presence inspire us to pay attention and to work for the good of all 
creation. 
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 OFFERTORY MUSIC – “One Bread, One Body” by John B. Foley SJ Jonah Garcia, soloist 
 

REFRAIN: One bread, one body, one Lord of all, on cup of blessing which we bless. 
And we, though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord. 

 

Gentile or Jew, servant or free, woman or man no more. Refrain. 
 

Many the gifts, many the works, one in the Lord of all. Refrain. 
 

Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, gathered to one, for all. Refrain. 

  
The Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer 

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and glory forever.  Amen. 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the Presence of Jesus Christ 
 
Hymn — “Day of Arising”  RAABE 
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Invitation to the Table 
 
Giving Thanks 
 One: The Lord be with you. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 One: Lift up your hearts. 
 Many: We lift them to the Lord. 
 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 One: Creator of the cosmos,  
Breath of heaven,  
Lover of us all, 
you are our praise, our life, our joy. 
 

You are there 
through desert wanderings and willful murmurings,  
rebellious running and tears of complaint. 
 

You are there 
when sorrow becomes our daily food; 
you rescue us from ruin and anoint us with blessing. 
 

Rising Sun,  
Soaring Spirit,  
Radiant Lord,  
you are there 
in stable and temple,  
river and hillside,  
cross and tomb 
and even beyond the grave. 
You are there in shining glory, 
overcoming death and welcoming us to life. 
 

You meet us in the breaking of bread,  
you pour out the wine of salvation; 
you feed us with grace and overwhelm us with love. 
 

By your Spirit,  
make these gifts  
your body and your blood.  
By your Spirit, 
make us one  
with you and with each other.  
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By your Spirit, 
make us strong 
that we might share your love 
with your blessed and broken world. 
 

Fount of mercy,  
Fire of justice,  
dearest Friend, 
bind us to you and send us out 
to seek and serve and sing your praise,  
until you gather us up in glory 
and bright, unending song. 

 Many: Amen! 
 

Remembering the Stories & Sharing the Feast 
 

 The pastor will guide worshipers through the breaking of the bread and the sharing of communion. 
 

 

An Open Table!  When we celebrate Holy Communion we are all guests at the table, with Jesus 
himself as our host.  We have not earned a place at the table, rather we are invited because of 
the amazing grace of God.  For that reason, this celebration of the Holy Communion is open to 
all —including children—who wish to know the presence of Christ and the community of God’s 
people, and not merely members of this congregation or denomination.  This is a joyful feast for 
all the people of God. 
 

 
Prayer after Communion 

Many: Glorious Lord of Life, 
  may we, who share in Christ’s body, live his risen life; 
  we, who drink his cup, bring new life to others; 
  we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. 
  Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
  so that we and all your children shall be free, 

   and all creation will live to praise your name.  Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 

 
Hymn — “The Day of Resurrection”  this bulletin, pg. 10 
 
Benediction 
 One: … Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 Many: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
Postlude      Janice Castle, piano 
 

Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those who wish to 
connect and chat—a bring-your-own-coffee “coffee hour”!  Depending on the number 
of participants, we may break people into smaller groups using the “breakout room” 
functionality.  We look forward to connecting with you! 
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 “The Day of Resurrection”  LANCASHIRE 

 

 

 

 
 


