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THE 4th SUNDAY OF EASTER
A Service of Word & Feast
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The 4th Sunday of Easter 
“If we are to move from death to life, from slavery to liberation, from acquisitiveness to 
holiness, we need to work at both the level of personal and corporate spiritual discipline, and 
at the level of political restructuring.” 

— Kenneth Leech, in The Sky Is Red: Discerning the Signs of the Times      
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude     Dr. Patricia Snyder, harp 
 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”, ST. COLUMBA, arr. Sunita Staneslow 
 
Welcome 
 
Acclamation & Greeting 
 One: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 Many: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 
Call to Worship — from Psalm 118 
 One: The Lord is our strength and our song,  
 Many: and has become our salvation.  Alleluia! 
 One: The stone that the builders rejected 
 Many: has become the chief cornerstone.  Alleluia! 
 One: By the LORD has this been done; 
 Many: it is marvelous in our eyes. Alleluia! 
 One: This is the day that the Lord has made;  
 Many: let us rejoice and be glad in it.  Alleluia!  
 
Hymn — “Alleluia! Alleluia!  Hearts to Heaven” this bulletin, pg. 8 
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Prayer of the Day 
 One: Let us pray. 
 Many: O living Lord, 

on the first Easter Day you stood in the midst of your disciples 
as the conqueror of sin and death and spoke to them your peace. 
Come to us, we pray, in your risen power 
and make us glad with your presence, 
and so breathe your Holy Spirit into our hearts 
that we may be strong to serve you 
and spread abroad your good news, 
for the glory of your great name. Amen. 

 
News from our Life Together 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
Refrain — “Alleluia”   CELTIC ALLELUIA 

 

 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Reading — John 10:1-10 

Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership.  
Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 

 
Scripture Reading — Acts 2:42-47 

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of 
Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people.  The new community is sustained 
in worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough. 

 
The “Alleluia” refrain (music above) is repeated. 
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Sermon — “Together in Common”  The Rev. Matthew Emery 
 
Responding with our Gifts 

During the offertory music, while reflecting on the gifts we have to offer, those participating via Zoom 
are welcome to submit prayer petitions—joys and concerns—via the “Chat” feature in Zoom.  These 
petitions will be collected together and transmitted to Pastor Matt for inclusion during the time for 
prayers of the people. 
 

An Offering Thought 
Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their 
food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. 
— Acts 2:46-47a 
 Now is a good time to take our cues from the early church, and choose new/ancient ways 
of being in community together for the sake of the world. How would you like to see this “new 
normal” unfold? 

 

 OFFERTORY MUSIC — “Brother James’ Air”, arr. Gordon Jacobs SCC Choral Scholars 
 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want;  he makes me down to lie  
in pastures green. He leadeth me the quiet waters by. 

 

My soul he doth restore again and me to walk doth make  
within the paths of blessedness, even for his own name’s sake.  

 

Yea, though I pass through death’s dark vale, yet will I fear no ill;  
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me comfort still.  

 

My table thou hast furnished in presence of my foes;  
my head with oil thou dost anoint, and my cup overflows.  

 

Goodness and mercy all my days will surely follow me,  
and in my Father’s heart alway my dwelling place shall be.  

 

  
The Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer 

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and glory forever.  Amen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the Presence of Jesus Christ 

 
Hymn — “I Come with Joy”   DOVE OF PEACE 

 

 

 
 
Invitation to the Table 
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Giving Thanks 
 One: The Lord be with you. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 One: Lift up your hearts. 
 Many: We lift them to the Lord. 
 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 One: Creator of the cosmos,  
Breath of heaven,  
Lover of us all, 
you are our praise, our life, our joy. 
 

You are there 
through desert wanderings and willful murmurings,  
rebellious running and tears of complaint. 
 

You are there 
when sorrow becomes our daily food; 
you rescue us from ruin and anoint us with blessing. 
 

Rising Sun,  
Soaring Spirit,  
Radiant Lord,  
you are there 
in stable and temple,  
river and hillside,  
cross and tomb 
and even beyond the grave. 
You are there in shining glory, 
overcoming death and welcoming us to life. 
 

You meet us in the breaking of bread,  
you pour out the wine of salvation; 
you feed us with grace and overwhelm us with love. 
 

By your Spirit,  
make these gifts  
your body and your blood.  
By your Spirit, 
make us one  
with you and with each other.  
By your Spirit, 
make us strong 
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that we might share your love 
with your blessed and broken world. 
 

Fount of mercy,  
Fire of justice,  
dearest Friend, 
bind us to you and send us out 
to seek and serve and sing your praise,  
until you gather us up in glory 
and bright, unending song. 

 Many: Amen! 
 

Remembering the Stories & Sharing the Feast 
 

 The pastor will guide worshipers through the breaking of the bread and the sharing of communion. 
 

 

An Open Table!  When we celebrate Holy Communion we are all guests at the table, with Jesus 
himself as our host.  We have not earned a place at the table, rather we are invited because of 
the amazing grace of God.  For that reason, this celebration of the Holy Communion is open to 
all —including children—who wish to know the presence of Christ and the community of God’s 
people, and not merely members of this congregation or denomination.  This is a joyful feast for 
all the people of God. 
 

 
Prayer after Communion 

Many: Glorious Lord of Life, 
  may we, who share in Christ’s body, live his risen life; 
  we, who drink his cup, bring new life to others; 
  we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world. 
  Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
  so that we and all your children shall be free, 

   and all creation will live to praise your name.  Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 
 
Hymn — “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”  this bulletin, pg. 10 
 
Benediction 
 One: … Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 Many: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
Postlude      Dr. Patricia Snyder, organ 



8 

Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those who wish to 
connect and chat—a bring-your-own-coffee “coffee hour”!  Depending on the number 
of participants, we may break people into smaller groups using the “breakout room” 
functionality.  We look forward to connecting with you! 

 

 

 
“Alleluia! Alleluia!  Hearts to Heaven”   WEISSE FLAGGEN 
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“My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”   RESIGNATION 
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