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The Day of Pentecost 
“The Holy Spirit is a very political bird—one which doesn’t stop for border guards.  The 
authoritative lines are crossed.  Indeed in Pentecost those lines are blown right off the spiritual 
map.” 

— Bill Wylie Kellerman      
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude — "Choral and 3 Variations on VENI CREATOR SPIRITUS" by Duruflé Dr. Patricia Snyder 
 
Welcome 
 
Acclamation & Greeting 
 One: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 Many: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 
Call to Worship: An Affirmation 
 One: We believe in the Spirit who blows through our lives:  
 Many:  unsettling us 

 stirring us up, 
 propelling us forward. 

 One: We believe in the Spirit who comes as a fire: 
 Many:  warming us, 

 empowering us, 
 re-making us. 

 One: We believe in the Spirit who frees our tongues: 
 Many:  for talking of God, 

 for prayer, 
 for advocacy. 

 One: We believe in the Spirit: 
 Many:  the Counsellor, 

 the Helper, 
 the Breath of God. 

 
Hymn — “Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us”  this bulletin, pg. 8 
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Prayer of the Day 
 One: Let us pray. 
 Many: Holy God, 

like a rushing wind your Spirit moved upon the first disciples 
 on the day of Pentecost, 
and like a purifying fire your Spirit seared their hearts and minds  
 with the message of salvation. 
Send your Spirit upon your church in this time and place, 
 stir up our courage, and rouse us for prophetic witness,  
 that we may join with them 
 to proclaim to the world your mighty deeds of power in Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
News from our Life Together 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
Refrain — “Spirit of the Living God”   IVERSON 
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Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Reading — 1st Corinthians 12:3b-13 

Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity and 
Spirit-created diversity.  The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts 
for the common benefit of all.  We need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the same 
Spirit has given them to each person for the common good. 

 
Scripture Reading — Acts 2:1-12 

Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover.  Luke 
portrays the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished 
people assembled in Jerusalem for the festival.  Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to 
witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection. 

 
The Early Word (Children’s Message) & The Lord’s Prayer 

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and glory forever.  Amen. 

 
The refrain (“Spirit of the Living God” – music above) is repeated. 
 
Sermon — “Together in the Spirit”  The Rev. Matthew Emery 
 

RESPONSE 
We begin our lives of responding to the gospel in prayer and offering 

 
Responding with our Gifts 

During the offertory music, while reflecting on the gifts we have to offer, those participating via Zoom 
are welcome to submit prayer petitions—joys and concerns—via the “Chat” feature in Zoom.  These 
petitions will be collected together and transmitted to Pastor Matt for inclusion during the time for 
prayers of the people. 
 

An Offering Thought 
For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we 
were all made to drink of one Spirit. — 1st Corinthians 12:13 
 A “new normal” emerging from the COVID-19 crisis might resemble the early Church. 
Imagine one unified body, all people welcome and affirmed, with the Holy Spirit activating our 
faith and equipping us to be better stewards of all God’s gifts. 
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 OFFERTORY MUSIC  Cooper Clark and Elaine Chague, soloists 
“Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me” by K. Lee Scott 

 

Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, I would gracious be; 
Help me now thy grace to see, I would be like thee; 

And, with words that help and heal, thy life would mine reveal; 
And, with actions bold and meek, for Christ, my Savior, speak. 

  
Truthful Spirit, dwell with me, I would truthful be; 
Help me now thy truth to see, I would be like thee; 

And, with wisdom kind and clear, thy life in mine appear; 
And, with actions brotherly, speak Christ’s sincerity. 

  
Holy Spirit dwell with me, I would holy be; 

Show thy mercy tenderly, make me more like thee; 
Separate us from sin, I would cherish all things good, 

And whatever I can be give him who gave me thee. 
  

Mighty Spirit, dwell with me, I would mighty be; 
Help me now thy power to see, I would be like thee; 

‘Gainst all weapons hell can wield, be thou my strength and shield; 
Let thy word my weapon be, Lord, thine the victory. 
Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, I would be like thee! 

  
The Prayers of the People: Praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need… 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 

 
Hymn — “The Lone, Wild Bird”   PROSPECT 
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Commission 
 One: For fifty days we have celebrated the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over the 

powers of sin and death. We have proclaimed God’s mighty acts and we have 
prayed that the power that was at work when God raised Jesus from the dead 
might be at work in us. 
 

As part of God’s Church here in Storrs, elsewhere throughout northeastern 
Connecticut, and all around the world, I call upon you to live out what you 
proclaim. 
 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk into God’s future, trusting 
God to be your guide? 

 Many: By the Spirit’s power, we will. 
 One: Will you dare to embrace each other and grow together in love? 
 Many: We will. 
 One: Will you dare to share your riches in common and minister to each other in need? 
 Many: We will. 
 One: Will you dare to pray for each other until your hearts beat with the longings of 

God? 
 Many: We will. 
 One: Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the world’s shadows? 
 Many: We will. 
 
* Benediction 
 One: (ending with the Dismissal:) 

… Filled with the Spirit’s power,  
go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 Many: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Postlude — "Fantasia on KOMM, HEILIGER GEIST" (excerpt), BWV 651a, by Bach Dr. Patricia Snyder 
 
 
 
 

Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those who wish to 
connect and chat—a bring-your-own-coffee “coffee hour”!  Depending on the number 
of participants, we may break people into smaller groups using the “breakout room” 
functionality.  We look forward to connecting with you! 
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“Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us”   EBENEZER 

 

 

 



9 

 

 

 



10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes and Acknowledgements 
 

Acknowledgements: 
 Cover image from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN; used by permission (Creative Commons Attribution 

Noncommercial ShareAlike 3.0 License). 

 Call to Worship from Prayers for All Seasons: Based on the Revised Common Lectionary Year A, ed. Ellen Turnbull, Seasons of the Spirit Collection, ©2016 Wood Lake 
Publishing, Inc. 

 Hymn – “Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us”: Text by Janie Alford, 1979; ©1979 Hope Publishing Co.; all rights reserved; reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-719182.  
Music by Thomas John Williams, 1890.  Reprinted from Glory to God:  Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs, ©2013 Westminster John Knox Press, #280. 

 Prayer of the Day from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, ed. Kimberly Bracken Long, Year A., vol. 1, ©2013 Westminster John Knox Press. 
 Refrain – “Spirit of the Living God”:  Words and music by Daniel Iverson, 1926.  Reprinted from The New Century Hymnal, ©1995 Pilgrim Press, #283; permission 

granted for this one-time use. 

 Scripture introductions reprinted from Sundays and Seasons 2020, ©2019 Augsburg Fortress, Publishers. 
 Offering Thought from Rob Blezard, Stewardship Snippets, Stewardship of Life Institute. 

 Hymn – “The Lone, Wild Bird”:  Text of vss. 1 & 2 by Henry Richard McFadyen, 1925, alt.  Text of vss. 4 & 5 by Marty Haugen, 1991; ©1991 GIA Publications, Inc; all 
rights reserved; reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-719182.  Music from Walker’s Southern Harmony, 1835; harm. David N. Johnson, 1968; ©1978 admin. Augsburg 
Fortress, Publishers; all rights reserved; reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-719182.  Reprinted from Voices United: The Hymn and Worship Book of The United Church of 
Canada, ©1996 The United Church Publishing House, Toronto, Ontario, Canada; #384. 

 Material for the Commissioning & Benediction adapted from Common Worship: Times and Seasons, ©2006 The Archbishops’ Council. 


