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THE 23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
A Service of Word & Feast

September 6, 2020   10:00 a.m.
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The 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“You never know how much you really believe anything until its truth or falsehood becomes a 
matter of life or death to you.” 

— C. S. Lewis      
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude      Dr. Patricia Snyder 
 
Welcome 
 
Greeting 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 
Call to Worship — from Psalm 149:1-4 
 One: Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD a new song,  

God’s praise in the assembly of the faithful. 
 Many: Let the people rejoice in their maker; 

let the children of Zion be joyful in their ruler.  
 One: Let them praise their maker’s name with dancing;  

let them sing praise with tambourine and harp. 
 Many: For the LORD takes pleasure in the people 

and adorns the poor with victory. 
 
Hymn — “When Israel was in Egypt’s Land”  this bulletin, pg. 8 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 One: Let us pray. 
 Many: God, you are the power of liberation, 

calling your servant Moses 
to lead your people into freedom, 
and giving him the wisdom to proclaim your holy law. 
Be our Passover from the land of injustice, 
be the light that leads us to the perfect rule of love, 
that we may be citizens of your unfettered reign; 
we ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the pioneer of our salvation. Amen. 
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News from our Life Together 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
Refrain — “The Lord Is God”  AZMON 

 

 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Reading — Exodus 12:1-14 

Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of Passover.  
This festival featured the Passover lam, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God’s people 
from the threat of death.  The early church described the Lord’s supper using imagery from the 
Passover, especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers God’s people from sin and 
death. 

 
The refrain (“The Lord Is God” – music above) is repeated. 
 
Sermon — “Feast of Freedom”  The Rev. Matthew Emery 
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Responding with our Gifts 

Give online:  Go to www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button. 
Text:  Text “StorrsCongChurch” to 73256, followed by your gift amount (i.e. “StorrsCongChurch $100”) 
to access online giving via text message. 
 

Those participating via Zoom are welcome to submit prayer petitions ( joys and concerns) during this time 
via the Chat feature in Zoom. 
 

An Offering Thought 
Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. — Romans 13:10 
 Striving to keep the twin commandments to love God with all our being and love our 
neighbors as ourselves, we naturally care for the common good. We learn that what affects one 
really affects us all. 

 

 OFFERTORY MUSIC — “En prière” by Fauré  Sarah Marze, Soprano 
 

Si la voix d’un enfant peut monter jusqu’à Vous, 
Ô mon Père, 

Écoutez de Jésus, devant Vous à genoux, 
La prière! 

Si Vous m’avez choisi pour enseigner vos lois 
Sur la terre, 

Je saurai Vous servir, auguste Roi des rois, 
Ô Lumière! 

Sur mes lèvres, Seigneur, mettez la vérité 
Salutaire, 

Pour que celui qui doute, avec humilité 
Vous révère! 

Ne m’abandonnez pas, donnez-moi la douceur 
Nécessaire, 

Pour apaiser les maux, soulager la douleur, 
La misère! 

Révélez Vous à moi, Seigneur en qui je crois 
Et j’espère: 

Pour Vous je veux souffrir et mourir sur la croix, 
Au calvaire! 

If the voice of a child could reach up to you, 
O my Father, 

To be heard by Jesus… kneeling before You, 
A prayer! 

If you have chosen me to teach your laws 
On Earth, 

I would know how to serve you, august King of kings, 
O Light! 

On my lips, Lord, place the Truth 
salutary, 

So that those who doubt, with humility will 
revere you! 

Do not abandon me, but give me the Grace  
necessary  

to overcome evils, and to relieve pain 
and misery! 

Reveal yourself to me, Lord in whom I believe 
and hope! 

For You I want to suffer and die on the Cross, 
on Calvary!

 

The Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer 
Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and glory forever.  Amen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the Presence of Jesus Christ 

 
Hymn — “This is the Feast of Victory”  this bulletin, pg. 9 
 
Invitation to the Table 
 
Giving Thanks 
 One: The Lord be with you. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 One: Lift up your hearts. 
 Many: We lift them to the Lord. 
 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 One: God of our weary years,  
God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
In times of bitterness  
you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
In every age you sent prophets  
to make known your loving will  
for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor 
has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice  
is your own desire. 
In the fullness of time, 
you sent your chosen servant 
to preach good news to the afflicted, 
to break bread with the outcast and despised, 
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 
 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
 Many: Dying you destroyed our death,  

rising you restored our life. 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

 One: Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,  
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.  
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Come, Lord Jesus! 
And let the church say, Amen.  

 Many: Amen! 
 

 One: Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup  
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice  
in all the world. 
Come, Spirit of freedom! 
And let the church say, Amen.  

 Many: Amen! 
 

 One: Join our prayers and praise 
with your prophets and martyrs of every age that,  
rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of Christ.  
 

Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory and honor is yours, 
almighty God, now and forever. 

 Many: Amen! 
 

Remembering the Stories & Sharing the Feast 
 

 The pastor will guide worshipers through the breaking of the bread and the sharing of communion. 
 

 

An Open Table!  When we celebrate Holy Communion we are all guests at the table, with Jesus 
himself as our host.  We have not earned a place at the table, rather we are invited because of 
the amazing grace of God.  For that reason, this celebration of the Holy Communion is open to 
all —including children—who wish to know the presence of Christ and the community of God’s 
people, and not merely members of this congregation or denomination.  This is a joyful feast for 
all the people of God. 
 

 
Prayer after Communion 

Many: Almighty God, we give you thanks for the gift of our Savior’s presence 
in the simplicity and splendor of this holy meal. 
Unite us with all who are fed by Christ’s body and blood 
that we may faithfully proclaim the good news of your love 
and that your universal church may be a rainbow of hope  
 in an uncertain world; 
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.  Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 

 
Hymn — Psalm 149: “Give Praise to the Lord”  this bulletin, pg. 10 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude      Dr. Patricia Snyder 
 

Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those who wish to 
connect and chat—a bring-your-own-coffee “coffee hour”!  We look forward to 
connecting with you! 
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A Note on Giving:  We welcome and encourage your financial generosity in support of the Storrs 
Congregational Church UCC and our mission to share in God’s love by growing in faith, courageously 
seeking justice, and generously caring for all people!  Your giving back to God and God’s mission through 
the life of this church is a part of your gratitude towards God and your faithful stewardship of all that 
God has entrusted to you. There are a number of ways you can make a financial contribution: 
 Mail:  You can mail your check or money order to us at the church office:   

Storrs Congregational Church UCC, 2 North Eagleville Rd., Storrs Mansfield, CT 06268. 
 Drop-off:  You can drop off cash, checks, or money orders at the church office during the week. 
 Online Bill Pay:  Most banks and credit unions offer an “online bill pay” in their online account 

access.  All you need to do is set up the church as another payee in that system, and your bank or 
credit union will take care of printing a check and mailing it to us—you don’t even need to find a 
stamp!  There is no cost, either to you or to the church, for using this option!  You can even set up 
your contribution as an automatic/recurring payment, so that your generosity keeps flowing always. 

 Online or text via ACH debit from a checking or savings account:  By using our website giving 
portal (go to www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button), you can make an 
auto-debit from your checking or savings account.   (Note that we are assessed a small processing 
fee, 1% of the contribution, plus 35¢ per transaction.  You will be given the option—and it is 
optional—when you make your contribution to add a small amount to offset the 1% processing fee.) 

 Online or text via Debit Card or Credit Card:  By using our website giving portal (go to 
www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button), you can charge your 
contribution to a debit card or credit card.   (Note that we are assessed a small processing fee, 3% of 
the contribution, plus 35¢ per transaction.  You will be given the option—and it is optional—when 
you make your contribution to add a small amount to offset the 3% processing fee.)  Please note, if 
using a credit card:  we as a church do not want you to add to any debt load in order for you to 
contribute, as that’s not good stewardship for any of us!  If using a credit card, please make sure for 
your own sake that it is a card for which you pay off the balance each month. 

 

If you have any questions about how to make a contribution, or about your giving history, feel free to 
contact our Collector, Donna Latincsics (contact info available through the church office). 
 

We envision our community as a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community.  We are an Open and 
Affirming congregation:  Believing that each of us is unique and blessed with special talents from God, each a creation 
of God’s love, alike and yet different, we open our doors and our ministry to all. We accept into full participation in the 
life of this Church: people of any age, economic status, gender, marital status, race, sexual orientation, and physical, 
emotional and mental capability.  As a community, we will work to put aside all prejudices and to affirm and promote 
the worth and dignity of each person. 

 

STORRS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

We share in God’s love by growing in faith,  
courageously seeking justice, and generously caring for all people. 

 

 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 Senior Minister Rev. Matthew C. Emery – matt@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 23 
 Director of Music Ministries Dr. Patricia Snyder – trisha@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 26 
 Office Administrator Deborah Gacek – sccoffice@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 21 
 Sexton Antonio Aguilera 
 

2 North Eagleville Rd., Storrs Mansfield, CT 06268  |  860.429.9382  |  www.storrscongchurch.org 
 


