
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

THE 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
A Service of the Word

December 20, 2020   10:00 a.m.
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The 4th Sunday of Advent 
“Elizabeth’s words and actions invite us to reflect on our own openness to the ways that God 
chooses to act in our world.  What is God doing through unexpected people in our society 
today?  Where is God at work through people whom our neighbors and fellow church members 
often exclude or treat as shameful?  Will we listen to the Spirit’s prompting when the bearers 
of God’s new reality show upon our doorstep?” 

— Judith Jones      
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude — “Savior of the Nations, Come,” BWV 662, by Bach Dr. Patricia Snyder 
 
Welcome 
 
Greeting 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 
Call to Worship   Nancy Tomastik, liturgist 
 One: I knew joy, but when I heard the laugh of my child, 
 Many: suddenly, joy was overflowing. 
 One: I knew love, but when you held my hand, 
 Many: suddenly, love was overflowing. 
 One: I knew God, but when you showed me grace, 

 when you forgave me, 
 when you loved me, 
 when you raised me, 

 Many: suddenly, God was overflowing. 
 One: So, let us worship Holy God together 

as a reminder that God is here and we are never alone. 
 Many: This is community. 
 One: This is the body of Christ. 
 Many: Welcome home. 
 
Hymn — “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  this bulletin, pg. 7 
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Confession & Forgiveness 

 CALL TO CONFESSION 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Many: An angel spoke to Mary: “Do not be afraid!” 

And yet, O Lord, we find ourselves paralyzed 
by fear of what we do not know. 
We are not ready to meet you; 
 we find no room for you in our lives; 
  we fail to welcome others. 
Forgive us of our sin, O Lord. 
Give us the faith of Mary  
 to respond to your grace with lives of grateful praise. 
Teach us to laugh, like Elizabeth. 
Teach us to trust and to witness, like the angels. 
Help us hear always and again the good news: 
 Light is breaking. Love is coming.  
 The world is about to turn!   
Amen. 

 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS 
 
Lighting the Candle of Love  Members of the Lake family 
 
News from our Life Together 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
Refrain — “In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful”  IN THE LORD I’LL BE EVER THANKFUL (Taizé) 

 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Reading — 2nd Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Instead of David building a house (temple) for God, God promises to establish David’s house 
(dynasty) forever.  Centuries later, after the Babylonian exile, no king sat on the throne.  Even 
then, however, the people of Israel remembered this promise and continued to hope for a king, 
the messiah, God’s anointed. 
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Scripture Reading — Luke 1:26-45 
In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary people 
from little known places.  This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, but to common folk in 
a stall.  We are then presented the encounter between Elizabeth, John-the-Baptist’s mother, 
and Mary, the mother of Jesus—two women filled with the Holy Spirit and with faith. 

 
The refrain (“In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful” – music above) is repeated. 
 
Sermon — “Those Who Dream… are not alone” The Rev. Matthew Emery 
 

RESPONSE 
We begin our lives of responding to the gospel in prayer and offering 

 
Responding with our Gifts 

Give online:  Go to www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button. 
Text:  Text “StorrsCongChurch” to 73256, followed by your gift amount (i.e. “StorrsCongChurch $100”). 
 

Those participating via Zoom are welcome to submit prayer petitions (joys and concerns) via the Chat feature. 
 

An Offering Thought 
“For nothing will be impossible with God.”– Luke 1:37 
 This Sunday we celebrate Mary’s faithfulness and willingness to do God’s will. This brave 
young woman hears the angel’s words and believes. As a faithful steward, what possibilities do 
you see for our community and congregation? 

 

 OFFERTORY MUSIC — “There Is No Rose of Such Virtue” by Caracciolo SCC Choral Scholars 
 

There is no rose of such virtue as is the rose that bare Jesu. Alleluia! 
For in this rose contained was heaven and earth in little space,  Resmiranda. 

By that rose we may well see there be one God in persons three,  Pares forma. 
Leave we all this worldly mirth and follow we this joyous birth.  Transeamus. 

There is no rose of such virtue as is the rose that bare Jesu.  Gaudeamus. 
 

   — anonymous, circa 1420 
 

(“Resmiranda”: marvelous thing.  “Pares forma”: equal in form. 
“Transeamus”: let us go.  “Gaudeamus”: let us rejoice.) 

  
The Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer 

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and glory forever.  Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 

 
Hymn — “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” this bulletin, pg. 8 
 
Affirmation 
 One: We await the Christ, 
 Many: the One who will reveal God to us. 
 One: He comes to us as sparkling light: 
 Many: twinkling with joy and playfulness. 
 One: He comes to us as everyday light: 
 Many: brightening the ordinary world around us. 
 One: He comes to us as softened light: 
 Many: creating a gentle, healing space in the shadows. 
 One: He comes to us as a focused spotlight: 
 Many: bringing truth and justice into stark relief. 
 One: This is the Light of the world— 
 Many: Jesus Christ, coming to shine among us. 
 
Musical Blessing — “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming,” arr. Praetorius SCC Choral Scholars 
 

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung, 
of Jesse’s lineage coming, by faithful prophets sung. 

It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the night. 
 

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind; 
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright she bore for us a Savior, when half spent was the night. 
 

This flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 
dispels with glorious splendor the darkness everywhere. 

True man, yet very God, from sin and death he saves us and lightens every load. 
 

— anonymous 14th century German carol;  
trans. Theodore Baker & Harriet Krauth Spaeth 

 
Benediction 
 
Postlude — “Toccata on VENI EMMANUEL” by Carter Dr. Patricia Snyder 
  

Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those who wish to 
connect and chat—a bring-your-own-coffee “coffee hour”!  We look forward to 
connecting with you! 
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A Note on Giving:  We welcome and encourage your financial generosity in support of the Storrs 
Congregational Church UCC and our mission to share in God’s love by growing in faith, courageously 
seeking justice, and generously caring for all people!  Your giving back to God and God’s mission through 
the life of this church is a part of your gratitude towards God and your faithful stewardship of all that 
God has entrusted to you. There are a number of ways you can make a financial contribution: 
 Mail:  You can mail your check or money order to us at the church office:   

Storrs Congregational Church UCC, 2 North Eagleville Rd., Storrs Mansfield, CT 06268. 
 Drop-off:  You can drop off cash, checks, or money orders at the church office during the week. 
 Online Bill Pay:  Most banks and credit unions offer an “online bill pay” in their online account 

access.  All you need to do is set up the church as another payee in that system, and your bank or 
credit union will take care of printing a check and mailing it to us—you don’t even need to find a 
stamp!  There is no cost, either to you or to the church, for using this option!  You can even set up 
your contribution as an automatic/recurring payment, so that your generosity keeps flowing always. 

 Online or text via ACH debit from a checking or savings account:  By using our website giving 
portal (go to www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button), you can make an 
auto-debit from your checking or savings account.   (Note that we are assessed a small processing 
fee, 1% of the contribution, plus 35¢ per transaction.  You will be given the option—and it is 
optional—when you make your contribution to add a small amount to offset the 1% processing fee.) 

 Online or text via Debit Card or Credit Card:  By using our website giving portal (go to 
www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button), you can charge your 
contribution to a debit card or credit card.   (Note that we are assessed a small processing fee, 3% of 
the contribution, plus 35¢ per transaction.  You will be given the option—and it is optional—when 
you make your contribution to add a small amount to offset the 3% processing fee.)  Please note, if 
using a credit card:  we as a church do not want you to add to any debt load in order for you to 
contribute, as that’s not good stewardship for any of us!  If using a credit card, please make sure for 
your own sake that it is a card for which you pay off the balance each month. 

 

If you have any questions about how to make a contribution, or about your giving history, feel free to 
contact our Collector, Donna Latincsics (contact info available through the church office). 
 

We envision our community as a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community.  We are an Open and 
Affirming congregation:  Believing that each of us is unique and blessed with special talents from God, each a creation 
of God’s love, alike and yet different, we open our doors and our ministry to all. We accept into full participation in the 
life of this Church: people of any age, economic status, gender, marital status, race, sexual orientation, and physical, 
emotional and mental capability.  As a community, we will work to put aside all prejudices and to affirm and promote 
the worth and dignity of each person. 

 

STORRS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

We share in God’s love by growing in faith,  
courageously seeking justice, and generously caring for all people. 

 

 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 Senior Minister Rev. Matthew C. Emery – matt@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 23 
 Director of Music Ministries Dr. Patricia Snyder – trisha@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 26 
 Office Administrator Deborah Gacek – sccoffice@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 21 
 Sexton Antonio Aguilera 
 

2 North Eagleville Rd., Storrs Mansfield, CT 06268  |  860.429.9382  |  www.storrscongchurch.org 
 


