
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD
Christmas Eve

December 24, 2020   9:00 p.m.
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The Birth of Our Lord: Christmas Eve 
“‘Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting-Father, Prince of Peace’—this is how we speak 
at the manger in Bethlehem, this is how our words pile up on one another at the sight of the 
divine child, … Yet these words are finally in fact nothing other than a wordless silence of 
adoration before the inexpressible, the presence of God in the form of a human child. 

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer      
 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity 

 
Prelude 
 “Pastorale ‘Gesù Bambino’” by Yon  Dr. Patricia Snyder, organ 
 French Noels by Balbastre and Daquin 
 “In dulci jubilo” by J. M. Bach 
 “Carol of the Bells,” arr. Maggs Bonnie Chemerka, Annetta Miller, & Wade Johnson, handbells 
 
Welcome     The Rev. Matthew Emery 
 
Hymn — “Once in Royal David’s City” (IRBY)  this bulletin, pg. 6, vss. 1, 2, 4 
 
Opening Responses  Liz Cowles & Duffy Brookes, liturgists 
 One: Lord Jesus, 

there was no room for you 
in the inn on the night that you were born: 

 Many: Help us to make room in our hearts for you. 
 One: Lord Jesus, 

a star shone brightly 
in the sky to announce your birth: 

 Many: Lead us to your light, that we too may worship you. 
 One: Lord Jesus, 

angels sang at your birth 
filling the night sky with the celebration of divine love: 

 Many: Fill us with joy 
as we sing your praises, Child-in-the-Manger and Lord-of-All, 
you who are God-with-us. 

 
Hymn — “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (ADESTE FIDELES) this bulletin, pg. 7, vss. 1, 3, 4 
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Opening Prayer 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
Scripture Reading — Isaiah 9:2-7 

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal 
child with a name full of promise.  While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the 
real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people:  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this! 

 
Music — “Still, Still, Still” arr. by Moklebust  SCC Ringers 
       Cheryl Roy, Marsha Creese, Pam and Dick Roberts, Bob Malecki, Wade Johnson 
 
Scripture Reading — Luke 2:1-7 

The world’s deep night is shattered by the light of God’s new day.  God’s greatest gift comes as 
a baby in a manger. 

 
Scripture in Song — Luke 2:8-14  this bulletin, pg. 8 
 “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks By Night” (WINCHESTER OLD) 
 
Scripture Reading — Luke 2:15-20 

The glory of God is revealed to poor shepherds as they go to see that which the angels 
announced.  They depart to share the good news with others, while the child’s mother, Mary, 
reflects on all that has happened. 

 
Anthem — “The Virgin’s Slumber Song” by Max Reger, arr. Kinsella Women of the Choir 

 

Among the roses Mary sits and rocks the Jesus-Child 
Through the branches and the leaves sighs the Summer breeze mild 

So soft and sweet sings the bird at Mary’s feet: 
Ah! Sleep, dear one 
Sleep, dear child! 

 

Happy is his laughter, sacred is his slumber blest, 
Lay your sleepy head down on your gentle Mother’s breast! 

Ah! Sleep sweetly! 
Sleep dear child! 

 
Meditation — “this night, we are Those Who Dream” The Rev. Matthew Emery 
 
Hymn — “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” (CAROL) this bulletin, pg. 10, vss. 1, 2, 3, 5 
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RESPONSE 
We begin our lives of responding to the gospel in prayer and offering 

 
The Prayers, ending with The Lord’s Prayer 

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Responding with our Gifts 

Give online:  Go to www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button. 
Text:  Text “StorrsCongChurch” to 73256, followed by your gift amount (i.e. “StorrsCongChurch $100”). 

 

An Offering Thought 
“But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.” – Luke 2:19 
 It’s easy to get caught up in our treasured aspects of Christmas and still miss out on the 
wonder and awe of the story that changed the world. This year listen to the story with fresh 
ears and see new possibilities. Steward these mysteries as Mary did, by treasuring them and 
pondering what they mean for you. 

 

 OFFERTORY MUSIC — “What Sweeter Music” by John Rutter Adult Choir 
 

What sweeter music can we bring 
Than a carol, for to sing 

The birth of this our heavenly King? 
Awake the voice! Awake the string! 

 

Dark and dull night, fly hence away, 
And give the honor to this day, 

That sees December turned to May. 
 

Why does the chilling winter's morn 
Smile, like a field beset with corn? 

Or smell like a meadow newly-shorn, 
Thus, on the sudden? Come and see 

The cause, why things thus fragrant be: 
'Tis He is born, whose quickening birth 

Gives life and luster, public mirth, 
To heaven, and the under-earth. 

 

We see him come, and know him ours, 
Who, with his sunshine and his showers, 
Turns all the patient ground to flowers. 

The darling of the world is come, 
And fit it is, we find a room 

To welcome him. The nobler part 
Of all the house here, is the heart. 

 

Which we will give him; and bequeath 
This holly, and this ivy wreath, 

To do him honour, who's our King, 
And Lord of all this revelling. 

 

What sweeter music can we bring, 
Than a carol for to sing 

The birth of this our heavenly King? 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 

 
Lighting the Christ Candle and Spreading the Light Lynn & Marjorie Brown 
 
Hymn — “Silent Night, Holy Night” (STILLE NACHT) this bulletin, pg. 9, vss. 1, 2 
 
Affirmation 
 One: We believe in hope.  
 Many: We believe that to hope is to dream with our eyes wide open. 
 One: We believe in peace. 
 Many: We believe that peace is not found by accident. Prepare the way. 
 One: We believe in joy. 
 Many: We believe that joy is angel choruses and gifts from the Magi,  

 as well as soul food, big tables,  
 open doors, candle light, fireside, singing in the shower,  
 and the body of Christ gathered as one,  
  no matter in what method or by what means. 

 One: We believe in love. 
 Many: We believe that God loves us so much that God could not stay away.  

So God showed up as a child.  
We believe that that love is real, and we know that it changes us. 

 One: Therefore, we believe in the power of dreams, 
 Many: And we believe that nightmares,  

 which are all too real here and now,  
will have no place in God’s promised day. 

 One: Until then, we believe in passing the light,  
in showing up, in doing the work,  
in listening for angel choruses,  
and in learning from the youngest among us. 

 Many: We believe. Help our unbelief.  
Love has come. 
Love shines forth. 
Glory be to God on high!  

 
Hymn — “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (MENDELSSOHN) this bulletin, pg. 12 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude — “In dulci jubilo,” BWV 729, by J. S. Bach Dr. Patricia Snyder 
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Notes and Acknowledgements 
 

Acknowledgements: 

 “Those Who Dream” theme materials for Advent, Christmastide, and Epiphany from A Sanctified Art LLC, sanctifiedart.org.  
Materials used under license. 

 Hymns – “Once in Royal David’s City”, “O Come, All Ye Faithful”, “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”, “Silent Night”, and 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”:  Text and music in the public domain. Reprinted from Glory to God:  Hymns, Psalms, and 
Spiritual Songs, ©2013 Westminster John Knox Press. 

 Opening Responses by Simon Taylor, “There was no room”, in Ruth Burgess, ed., Winter: Liturgical resources for November, 
December and January, ©2016, pub. Wild Goose Resource Group, Iona Community, Scotland; with alterations for this service 
by Matthew Emery.  

 Scripture introductions include material reprinted from Sundays and Seasons 2021, ©2020 Augsburg Fortress, Publishers. 

 Offering Thought from Rob Blezard, Stewardship Snippets, Stewardship of Life Institute. 

 Portions of the words for the Lighting of the Christ Candle from Sarah Are, Those Who Dream: Words for Worship, A Sanctified 
Art LLC, sanctifiedart.org; with alterations for this service by Matthew Emery. 

 Affirmation from Sarah Are, Those Who Dream: Words for Worship, A Sanctified Art LLC, sanctifiedart.org; with alterations for 
this service by Matthew Emery. 
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A Note on Giving:  We welcome and encourage your financial generosity in support of the Storrs 
Congregational Church UCC and our mission to share in God’s love by growing in faith, courageously 
seeking justice, and generously caring for all people!  Your giving back to God and God’s mission through 
the life of this church is a part of your gratitude towards God and your faithful stewardship of all that 
God has entrusted to you. There are a number of ways you can make a financial contribution: 
 Mail:  You can mail your check or money order to us at the church office:   

Storrs Congregational Church UCC, 2 North Eagleville Rd., Storrs Mansfield, CT 06268. 
 Drop-off:  You can drop off cash, checks, or money orders at the church office during the week. 
 Online Bill Pay:  Most banks and credit unions offer an “online bill pay” in their online account 

access.  All you need to do is set up the church as another payee in that system, and your bank or 
credit union will take care of printing a check and mailing it to us—you don’t even need to find a 
stamp!  There is no cost, either to you or to the church, for using this option!  You can even set up 
your contribution as an automatic/recurring payment, so that your generosity keeps flowing always. 

 Online or text via ACH debit from a checking or savings account:  By using our website giving 
portal (go to www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button), you can make an 
auto-debit from your checking or savings account.   (Note that we are assessed a small processing 
fee, 1% of the contribution, plus 35¢ per transaction.  You will be given the option—and it is 
optional—when you make your contribution to add a small amount to offset the 1% processing fee.) 

 Online or text via Debit Card or Credit Card:  By using our website giving portal (go to 
www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button), you can charge your 
contribution to a debit card or credit card.   (Note that we are assessed a small processing fee, 3% of 
the contribution, plus 35¢ per transaction.  You will be given the option—and it is optional—when 
you make your contribution to add a small amount to offset the 3% processing fee.)  Please note, if 
using a credit card:  we as a church do not want you to add to any debt load in order for you to 
contribute, as that’s not good stewardship for any of us!  If using a credit card, please make sure for 
your own sake that it is a card for which you pay off the balance each month. 

 

If you have any questions about how to make a contribution, or about your giving history, feel free to 
contact our Collector, Donna Latincsics (contact info available through the church office). 
 

We envision our community as a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community.  We are an Open and 
Affirming congregation:  Believing that each of us is unique and blessed with special talents from God, each a creation 
of God’s love, alike and yet different, we open our doors and our ministry to all. We accept into full participation in the 
life of this Church: people of any age, economic status, gender, marital status, race, sexual orientation, and physical, 
emotional and mental capability.  As a community, we will work to put aside all prejudices and to affirm and promote 
the worth and dignity of each person. 

 

STORRS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

We share in God’s love by growing in faith,  
courageously seeking justice, and generously caring for all people. 

 

 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 Senior Minister Rev. Matthew C. Emery – matt@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 23 
 Director of Music Ministries Dr. Patricia Snyder – trisha@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 26 
 Office Administrator Deborah Gacek – sccoffice@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 21 
 Sexton Antonio Aguilera 
 

2 North Eagleville Rd., Storrs Mansfield, CT 06268  |  860.429.9382  |  www.storrscongchurch.org 
 


