
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

THE 1ST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
A Service of the Word

December 27, 2020   10:00 a.m.
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The 1st Sunday of Christmas 
“The years of old age … are indeed formative years, rich in possibilities to unlearn the follies of 
a lifetime, to see through inbred self-deceptions, to deepen understanding and compassion, to 
widen the horizon of honesty, to refine the sense of fairness.” 

— Abraham Joshua Heschel      
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude      Dr. Patricia Snyder 
 
Welcome 
 
Greeting 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 
Call to Worship 
 One: Here on the heels of Christmas, 
 Many: We speak of love. 
 One: We speak of joy. 
 Many: We speak of candle light and fireside. 
 One: We speak of dreams being fulfilled. 
 Many: We speak of “glorias” and angel choruses. 
 One: We speak the words, “Do not be afraid.” 
 Many: Here on the heels of Christmas, we are called to speak,  

for the world needs a light. 
 One: A light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it. 
 Many: Let us worship and listen. Then, let us speak. 
 
Hymn — “Joy to the World”  this bulletin, pg. 6 
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Prayer of the Day 
 One: Let us pray. 
 Many: God of today and tomorrow, 

We know 
that your fingerprints are all over this world. 
And we know 
that those who dream cannot keep silent. 
So today we pray, 
give us eyes to see you. 
Give us courage to trust you. 
And give us lips to speak of you in our midst. 
Gratefully, we pray.  Amen. 

 
Be the Church: A Participatory and Embodied Response 
 Worshippers will need a cell phone, tablet, or computer handy… 
 
News from our Life Together 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Reading — Luke 2:22-40 

Luke’s narrative continues with stories that emphasize Jesus’ connection to Judaism.  His family 
is devout in its observance of the law, and Jesus himself is recognized as one who will bring 
glory to Israel. 

 
Hymn — “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”  this bulletin, pg. 7, vss. 2, 3 
 
Reflecting on the Word — “Those Who Dream will not keep silent” All worshippers 
 

RESPONSE 
We begin our lives of responding to the gospel in prayer and offering 

 
A Poetic Reading — “Swell” by Sarah Are 
 
Reflective Prayer 
 
The Prayers of the People 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Responding with our Gifts 

Give online:  Go to www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button. 
Text:  Text “StorrsCongChurch” to 73256, followed by your gift amount (i.e. “StorrsCongChurch $100”). 
 

Those participating via Zoom are welcome to submit prayer petitions (joys and concerns) via the Chat feature. 
 

An Offering Thought 
“I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with 
the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. – Isaiah 61:10 
 What’s the appropriate response to Christmas? Joy and praise, of course! This week’s 
lessons brim with both. This Christmas season steward not only your resources but also your joy 
and praise for the One who changed everything. 

 

 OFFERTORY MUSIC — “My Lord Has Come” by Will Todd SCC Choral Scholars 
 

Shepherds called by angel. 
Called by angels. 

Called by Love and angels. 
No place for them but a stable. 

My Lord has come, my Lord has come, my Lord has come! 
 

Sages searching for stars. 
Searching for Love in Heaven. 
No place for them but a stable. 

My Lord has come, my Lord has come, my Lord has come! 
 

His Love will hold me! 
His Love will cherish me. 

Love will cradle me. 
Lead me, lead me to see Him. 

 

Sages and Shepherds and angels. 
No place fot them but a stable. 
No place for me but a stable. 
No place for me but a stable. 

My Lord has come, my Lord has come, my Lord has come! 
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Affirmation 
 One: We believe in telling the story— 
 Many: the story of a loving and merciful God,  

who will not let God’s people go;  
the story of a baby who grew up and changed the world;  
the story of our faith. 

 One: We believe in speaking up— 
 Many: for our neighbors,  

for the oppressed,  
for the overlooked 
and marginalized. 

 One: We believe in speaking out— 
 many: against violence,  

greed,  
abuse,  
fear,  
scarcity mindset,  
and bigotry. 

 One: We believe in passing the mic— 
 Many: so that we are not the only ones speaking,  

so that we can lift up the voices of those around us,  
so that we too might listen and learn. 

 One: We believe in the good news of the gospel. 
 Many: We believe that this good news is too good to keep to ourselves.  

We believe that those who dream cannot keep silent. 

 One: Speak to us, Holy God. 
 Many: Speak through us, Holy God. May it be so, Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 
 
Hymn — “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”  this bulletin, pg. 8 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude      Dr. Patricia Snyder 
 

Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those who wish to 
connect and chat—a bring-your-own-coffee “coffee hour”!  We look forward to 
connecting with you! 
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Notes and Acknowledgements 
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 “Those Who Dream” theme materials for Advent, Christmastide, and Epiphany from A Sanctified Art LLC, sanctifiedart.org.  
Materials used under license. 

 This worship service is based on the materials provided in Sarah Are, “Those Who Dream Will Not Keep Silent: Interactive 
Liturgy for the First Sunday after Christmas,” A Sanctified Art LLC, sanctifiedart.org .  The call to worship, prayer of the day, 
and affirmation are taken from this source. 

 Hymn – “Joy to the World”:  In the public domain. Reprinted from Glory to God:  Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs, ©2013 
Westminster John Knox Press. 

 Scripture introductions reprinted from Sundays and Seasons 2021, ©2020 Augsburg Fortress, Publishers. 

 Hymn – “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”:  Music harmonization ©1955, ren. 1983 John Ribble; admin. Westminster John 
Knox Press; all rights reserved; reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-719182. Reprinted from Glory to God:  Hymns, Psalms, and 
Spiritual Songs, ©2013 Westminster John Knox Press.  

 Offering Thought from Rob Blezard, Stewardship Snippets, Stewardship of Life Institute. 

 Hymn – “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”:  Music harmonization ©1989 Melva Wilson Costen; used by permission of Westminster 
John Knox Press.  Reprinted from Glory to God:  Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs, ©2013 Westminster John Knox Press. 

 



 

 

A Note on Giving:  We welcome and encourage your financial generosity in support of the Storrs 
Congregational Church UCC and our mission to share in God’s love by growing in faith, courageously 
seeking justice, and generously caring for all people!  Your giving back to God and God’s mission through 
the life of this church is a part of your gratitude towards God and your faithful stewardship of all that 
God has entrusted to you. There are a number of ways you can make a financial contribution: 
 Mail:  You can mail your check or money order to us at the church office:   

Storrs Congregational Church UCC, 2 North Eagleville Rd., Storrs Mansfield, CT 06268. 
 Drop-off:  You can drop off cash, checks, or money orders at the church office during the week. 
 Online Bill Pay:  Most banks and credit unions offer an “online bill pay” in their online account 

access.  All you need to do is set up the church as another payee in that system, and your bank or 
credit union will take care of printing a check and mailing it to us—you don’t even need to find a 
stamp!  There is no cost, either to you or to the church, for using this option!  You can even set up 
your contribution as an automatic/recurring payment, so that your generosity keeps flowing always. 

 Online or text via ACH debit from a checking or savings account:  By using our website giving 
portal (go to www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button), you can make an 
auto-debit from your checking or savings account.   (Note that we are assessed a small processing 
fee, 1% of the contribution, plus 35¢ per transaction.  You will be given the option—and it is 
optional—when you make your contribution to add a small amount to offset the 1% processing fee.) 

 Online or text via Debit Card or Credit Card:  By using our website giving portal (go to 
www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button), you can charge your 
contribution to a debit card or credit card.   (Note that we are assessed a small processing fee, 3% of 
the contribution, plus 35¢ per transaction.  You will be given the option—and it is optional—when 
you make your contribution to add a small amount to offset the 3% processing fee.)  Please note, if 
using a credit card:  we as a church do not want you to add to any debt load in order for you to 
contribute, as that’s not good stewardship for any of us!  If using a credit card, please make sure for 
your own sake that it is a card for which you pay off the balance each month. 

 

If you have any questions about how to make a contribution, or about your giving history, feel free to 
contact our Collector, Donna Latincsics (contact info available through the church office). 
 

We envision our community as a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community.  We are an Open and 
Affirming congregation:  Believing that each of us is unique and blessed with special talents from God, each a creation 
of God’s love, alike and yet different, we open our doors and our ministry to all. We accept into full participation in the 
life of this Church: people of any age, economic status, gender, marital status, race, sexual orientation, and physical, 
emotional and mental capability.  As a community, we will work to put aside all prejudices and to affirm and promote 
the worth and dignity of each person. 

 

STORRS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

We share in God’s love by growing in faith,  
courageously seeking justice, and generously caring for all people. 

 

 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 Senior Minister Rev. Matthew C. Emery – matt@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 23 
 Director of Music Ministries Dr. Patricia Snyder – trisha@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 26 
 Office Administrator Deborah Gacek – sccoffice@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 21 
 Sexton Antonio Aguilera 
 

2 North Eagleville Rd., Storrs Mansfield, CT 06268  |  860.429.9382  |  www.storrscongchurch.org 
 


