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Pentecost Sunday 
Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven weeks after 
Passover.  On this particular Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon the entire 
community of believers just as Jesus had promised and the scriptures had prophesized.   
Empowered by the Spirit, the entire community bears witness to God’s activity in multiple 
languages. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude — “Hymn versets on VENI CREATOR” by DeGrigny Dr. Patricia Snyder 
 
Welcome 
 
Greeting 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 
Introit — “Pentecost Hymn” from Peer Gynt Suite by Edvard Grieg Adult Choir 

 

O beautiful morn when we gather in prayer, 
Our silent hearts waiting God’s word, 

A rushing of wind comes, a new breath of air, 
Our dreams now a vision stirred. 

 

O beautiful morn when the rushing of wind sweeps 
Upon us from heaven’s gate. 

The Spirit of God is a gift e’er renewing 
For those who believe and wait. 

 

O beautiful morn when the angels are singing 
With tongues of God’s flaming pow’r. 

From earth unto heaven our hearts now are ringing 
The coming of God’s own hour. 

 

Invocation 
 One: Spirit of the Living God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth 

to the world.  Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to 
share your gospel, through the risen Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Call to Worship 
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 One: Here we gather for song and scripture, seeking comfort and hope, seeking to be 
inspired as well as challenged. 

 Many: Here we gather to retell the ancient tales and wonder how God’s story continues 
to unfold. 

 One: Today we tell the story of Pentecost, the story of the Holy Spirit rushing in like a wild 
wind and dancing like flames upon each of the disciples, 

 Many: And we ask ourselves where we see the Holy Spirit present our world today. 
 One: Today we tell a story of the Holy Spirit igniting hope again. Guided by the truth, we 

join together in worship, and then disperse to share the fullness of the Spirit with 
the world. 

 Many: And we will ask ourselves if we are ready to share our own stories of Christ’s love. 
 One: Friends, welcome. Welcome to this place with all questions, doubts, wonders, and 

find here an invitation to experience something ancient and something new. 
   May we be open to the Spirit. 
   May we be open to learning and learning from one another. 
   May we grow in faith, hope, and love.  Amen. 
 
Hymn — “Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us”  this bulletin, pg. 6-7 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
Refrain — “Spirit of the Living God”  this bulletin, pg. 8 
 
Scripture — Acts 2:17a 
 “In the days to come- it is our God who speaks- I will pour out my Spirit on all humankind.” 

 
Sermon                        The Rev. Darrell Goodwin, Executive Conference Minister, SNEUCC 
 
The refrain (“Spirit of the Living God” – music above) is repeated. 
 
 

RESPONSE 
We begin our lives of responding to the gospel in prayer and offering 

 
Strengthen the Church Offering and Blessing of Gifts  

The Rev. Ryan Gackenheimer & Debby Kirk 
Strengthen the Church Offering, one of the 5 for 5 UCC offerings, is received on Pentecost Sunday.  Your 
gifts will support Outdoor Ministries, Faith Formation Programs, and the new SNEUCC Center for 
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Transformation. 
 
Please give generously by clicking on the “Give now” button on our SCC website, storrscongchurch.org. 
Thank you! 

 
Responding with our Gifts 

During the offertory music, while reflecting on the gifts we have to offer, those participating via Zoom 
are welcome to submit prayer petitions—joys and concerns—via the “Chat” feature in Zoom.  These 
petitions will be collected together and transmitted to Pastor Debbie for inclusion during the time for 
prayers of the people. To protect privacy, surnames will not be used. 

 

 OFFERTORY MUSIC — “Fill-a Me Up!” by Choplin Adult Choir 
                                                 Rich Cowles, Elaine Chague & Cathy Jeffers, soloists 
                     Percussion: Claire Galvin, Wade Johnson, Cheryl Roy, Leo Henderson 

 

Refrain: Fill-a me up, come-a Holy Spirit, fill-a me up to the top-a my soul. 
Fill-a me up, come-a Holy Spirit, fill-a me up now and take control. 

Solo: So many things try to fill me up, so many things try to weigh me down. 
Fill-a my heart now until you stay and chase the other things away. Refrain 

Solo: Now my heart is an open door, here your spirit is welcome, Lord. 
Fill-a my heart now and let it grow and change my life so all will know. 

Refrain: Fill-a me up, come-a Holy Spirit, fill-a me up to the top-a my soul. 
Fill-a me up, come-a Holy Spirit, fill-a me up now and take control. 

 
The Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer  

The Rev. Dr. Audrey Price, Executive Minister for Strategic Operations; the following members of the 
SNEUCC staff & churches: Rev. Terry Yasuko Ogawa, NawfalMabrouk, Carlos Aoun, Al-céu & David Carrier, 

Yolanda Montano, Rev. Amo Ngoepe, Rachel Mitchell, Rev. Dr. Michael Ciba 

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and glory forever.  Amen. 

 
  For the Lord's Prayer, we invite you to use the language most comfortable for you: “Our 

Father/ Mother/ Creator/ Holy One...” 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 

 
News from our Life Together 
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Hymn — “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness”   this bulletin, pg. 10-11 
 
Benediction    The Rev. Darrell Goodwin 
 
Postlude — “French Suite #5 - Gavotte” by Bach  Dr. Patricia Snyder 
 

Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those who wish to 
connect and chat—a bring-your-own-coffee “coffee hour”!  We look forward to 
connecting with you! 
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• Scripture introductions reprinted from Sundays and Seasons 2021, ©2020 Augsburg Fortress, Publishers. 
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A Note on Giving:  We welcome and encourage your financial generosity in support of the Storrs 

Congregational Church UCC!  Giving back to God and God’s mission through the life of this church is a part 
of your gratitude towards God and your faithful stewardship of all that God has entrusted to you.  

• Mail:  You can mail your check or money order to us at the church office 

• Drop-off:  You can drop off cash, checks, or money orders at the church office during the week. 

• Online Bill Pay:  Most banks and credit unions offer an “online bill pay” in their online account access.  
All you need to do is set up the church as another payee in that system, and your bank or credit union 
will print a check and mail it to us at no cost—you don’t even need to find a stamp!   

• Online or text via ACH debit from a checking or savings account:  By using our website giving portal 
(go to www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button), you can make an auto-
debit from your checking or savings account.   (Note that we are assessed a small processing fee, 1% 
of the contribution, plus 35¢ per transaction.  You will be given the option—and it is optional—when 
you make your contribution to add a small amount to offset the 1% processing fee.) 

• Online or text via Debit Card or Credit Card:  By using our website giving portal (go to 
www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button), you can charge your 
contribution to a debit card or credit card.   (Note that we are assessed a small processing fee, 3% of 
the contribution, plus 35¢ per transaction.  You will be given the option—and it is optional—when you 
make your contribution to add a small amount to offset the 3% processing fee.)  If using a credit card, 
know that we as a church do not want you to add to any debt load in order for you to contribute, as 
that’s not good stewardship!  If using a credit card, please make sure, for your own sake, that it’s a 
card for which you pay off the balance each month. 

 

If you have any questions about how to make a contribution, or about your giving history, feel free to 
contact our Collector, Donna Latincsics (contact info available through the church office). 
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We envision our community as a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community.  We are an Open and 
Affirming congregation:  Believing that each of us is unique and blessed with special talents from God, each a creation of 
God’s love, alike and yet different, we open our doors and our ministry to all. We accept into full participation in the life of 
this Church: people of any age, economic status, gender, marital status, race, sexual orientation, and physical, emotional 
and mental capability.  As a community, we will work to put aside all prejudices and to affirm and promote the worth and 
dignity of each person. 

 

STORRS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

We share in God’s love by growing in faith,  
courageously seeking justice, and generously caring for all people. 

 

 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 Interim Senior Minister Dr. Rev. Debbie Pallatto-Fontaine – revdebbie@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 23 
 Director of Music Ministries Dr. Patricia Snyder – trisha@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 26 
 Director of Faith Formation Lisa Haupt – lisa@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 22 
 Office Administrator Deborah Gacek – sccoffice@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 21 
 Communications & Digital Ministry Specialist Claire Galvin – claire@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 22 
 Sexton Antonio Aguilera – antonio@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 21 
 

2 North Eagleville Rd., Storrs Mansfield, CT 06268  |  860.429.9382  |  www.storrscongchurch.org 
 


