The Carillon

STORRS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH UCC May 2015

The People of God at Worship: May

+ MAY 3: THE 5™ SUNDAY OF EASTER - HOLY
COMMUNION
Pastor Matt preaching: “You Can’t Find This One on
AirBNB”

Scripture: 1 John 4:7-21 & John 15:1-8

+ MaAy10: THE 6™ SUNDAY OF EASTER
Pastor Matt preaching: “What is Love?”
Scripture: 1 John 5:1-6 & John 15:9-7

+ MAY17: THE 7™ SUNDAY OF EASTER
Pastor Nancy preaching
Scripture: 1 John 5:9-13 & John 17:6-19

+ MAY 24: PENTECOST SUNDAY
Pastor Matt preaching: “Pour It On”
Scripture: Ezekiel 37:1-14 & Acts 2:1-21

+ MaAY31: TRINITY SUNDAY
Pastor Matt preaching: “In the Midst of Mystery”
Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8 & Romans 8:12-17

National Association of Letter Carriers Annual

Food Collection - May 9, 2015
Every second Saturday in May letter
carriers in more than 10,000 cities and
towns across America deliver much more
than mail when they walk and drive along
their postal routes. They also collect the
goodness and compassion of their postal
customers who participate in the NALC
Stamp Out Hunger National Food Drive -
the largest one-day food drive in the
nation and probably the world. Storrs Congregational Church
receives a considerable amount of food from the Storrs Post
Office to stock our Food Pantry. We'll be sorting, stacking
and shelving non-perishable food items in the Parish House
on Saturday, May 9! starting at 3:00 pm. Many hands make
light work and there is something for everyone to help with.
Come and be an important part of this national event!
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Properties Work Day

The Properties Board is planning for our
work day to be on Sunday, May 17%.

Office Closure

This is a reminder that the Building &
Office will be closed on Monday, May

Show your spirit of
participation by
wearing work clothes
to church on that day!

25th in observance of Memorial Day.

We are also looking for
suggestions from the Congregation
regarding projects that need to be done.
Send your “virtual suggestion box”
requests to Rich Cowles via e-mail at
(richard.cowles@snet.net), or leave the
suggestion in the Properties Board
mailbox.

The Carillon is the monthly newsletter of
STORRS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
2 North Eagleville Rd., Storrs Mansfield, CT 06268 | 860.429.9382 | www.storrscongchurch.org

Ministers All of the Congregation
Senior Minister Rev. Matthew C. Emery — matt@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 12
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HAVE A

MINUTE?

Thoughts from
Pastor Matt...
What questions
are you asking?
What questions
are we asking as a church?

There’s a long-standing piece of
wisdom when it comes to leadership
that being a great leader is not about
having all the right answers, but
about being able to ask the right
questions. It’s an easy bit of wisdom
to forget, especially for people like
many of us (including myself... 'm
definitely not immune) and amidst a
community like ours, with the value
we put on “knowing our stuff” and
making high-achievements and
doing things with excellence.

One of the things I remember
finding compelling, though, about
this congregation when 1 was
discerning together with the search
committee nearly five years ago (Can
you believe it?! How time flies...) was
just this sense of being open to the
questions. It seemed clear that this
was a place that maybe didn’t have
all the answers yet about its future or
the future of the church in general,
but was beginning to wrestle
honestly with the real and
meaningful questions that needed to
be asked. And...1still think that’s
true of us today.

American Baptist pastor and
Andover Newton Theological School
professor Jeffrey D. Jones recently

wrote on the topic of the right
questions... and I'd invite you to hear
his challenge and dwell with it:

It’s time to start asking new
questions. Better answers to the
same old questions about the
church will not get us through the
tumultuous times in which we
live. This is a time for out-of-the
box thinking. Old questions keep
is in the box. New questions invite
us to move outside.

Phyllis Tickle, in The Great
Emergence, talks about the need
for today’s church to have a
rummage sale so we can rid
ourselves of all those practices,
beliefs and ways of being that are
no longer effective and get in the
way of being the church we are
called to be.

Many of the questions we have
asked for centuries in the church
need to be put in that rummage
sale. They need to be replaced
with new questions that lead us
into new ways of being and doing
- ways that are attuned to the
time in which we live.

It's not that the old questions
weren’t valid at one time or even
that they have no place in the
church today. Rather, the new
questions, if they are the
questions that form our approach
to ministry, will lead us to new
insights and new learning.

One question that has been
asked consistently through the
years, and even more so in these
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days of declining church
membership is, “How do we bring
them in?” It would be better for us
to ask, “How do we send them
out?”

In these days of changing roles
and responsibilities many wonder,
“What should the pastor do?” But
a more important question for
congregations today is “What is
our shared ministry?”

When congregations focus on
strategic planning they ask,
“What’s our vision and how do we
implement it?” What would
happen if they instead asked,
“What’s God up to and how do
we get on board?”

When congregations have
financial struggles, they ask, “How
do we survive?” Instead they
might ask, “How do we serve?”

When congregations think about
their mission, they often ask,
“How do we save people?” or
perhaps, “How do we help
people?” A better question might
be “How do we make the reign
of God more present in this time
and place?”

There are no “right” answers to
these new questions that can be
applied to all congregations. Every
congregation needs to live with
the questions, because it is only in
living with them that new ways
being and doing church emerge.
The familiar line from Rainer
Maria Rilke in Letters to a Young
Poet can guide us: “Live the
questions now. Perhaps you will

then gradually, without noticing it,
one distant day live right into the
answer.”

If you ask these questions there
is no assurance that you'll find the
way to renew, revitalize or
redevelop your church. It may
happen. But you may just as likely
discover that asking these
questions takes you down a road
to some other alternative that you
hadn’t even thought of before.
What | feel pretty confident
about, however, is that asking
these new questions will bring us
closer to discovering what God is
seeking from us in this time. | also
believe asking these new
questions will help ensure that
whatever the future holds for us
and our congregations we will be
more faithful in the work we are
about right now. And that is a
pretty wondrous thing!

So, my friends, how might each of us
as individuals and all of us together
as a congregation “live the questions”
even more fully? And what are the
questions that lead us into life as
God intends it for us?

Yours in the journey,
Pastor Matt
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Heard it at Council

Spring is in the air with the promise of new growth nurtured by plenty of rain and
warmer weather. Consistent with that theme, April’s Council meeting mainly
involved discussions about nurturing and developing SCC’s future.

Council is busy implementing two congregational surveys as the next steps for our
evaluation and planning process. After Council reviews the survey results, a
congregational Action Planning Workshop will be held in June. Through this
process, we intend to identify a primary area of focus for growth and development
and lay out concrete and do-able actions for concentration, enabling those with
interest and passion to be actively engaged. As we grow and develop one area, other
areas will also improve. Our vision is for this to be a sustainable process that we
engage in on a regular/annual basis, which supports our ministry goals over the
course of each year.

Council heard from members of the Governance Task Force, David Jordan, Stacy
Malecki, and Bill Ross. They shared an update on the takeaways from the January
2015 annual meeting forum, findings from GTF’s review of other churches’
experiences with governance change, and a proposal for how the ministries of SCC
may be conducted under the new governance structure. Council will discuss the GTF
report and next steps at the May meeting.

Additional business included adoption of the Consent Agenda, which was comprised
of acceptance of the minutes from the March meeting and receipt of the Treasurer’s
reports for January, February, and March.

During our Round-the-Room sharing, the following was noted:

e DPastor Nancy expressed gratitude for the time and space she was allowed to
focus on health and family issues. She also shared how thankful she is for
SCC’s support of the recent mission trip to Israel/Palestine.

e Elizabeth Cowles reported that Finance is considering bringing in an expert
to discuss estate planning. There is a need for developing guidelines around
memorials and gifts in order to ensure they are meaningful and useful to
SCC.

e DPastor Matt was a speaker at the UCONN Speak Out event held in response
to recent anti-LBGT vandalism at UCONN. Additionally, he’s reviewing
feedback about the Holy Week services with staff and Deacons. Matt also
shared that the large flower arrangements at the Easter service were
arranged by UCONN Blooms.

e Lynn Brown (Deacons) extended apologies for the confusion regarding
Easter flower distribution.

Council convened in time for those interested to watch the UCONN Women’s
Basketball team achieve their historic NCAA Championship win!

Submitted by: Suzanne Hathaway, Council Chair
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“Seeds of Hope”
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A Win-Win Economy to Create a Greener Environment

1 believe in a gracious Creator who will sustain creation when humanity seeks to
follow God's will. We are living in a period of history when we are being challenged to
change from our use of fossil fuels that are polluting our home, planet earth, to clean
alternative energies that can usher in a new day of promise. We are on the verge of a
new industrial revolution that can produce new green living-wage jobs: a win-win
economy in which we can supply our energy needs by the use the free sources of
energy: sun, wind and heat from the ground.

We find new emerging companies such as Solar City or NGR who can install
photovoltaic panels on our roofs and maintain them and still compete with our
existing utility companies who are required to continuously raise their rates to pay for
their ever-increasing investments in electric transmission and natural gas lines. We
can plant seeds in the ground and watch them grow to produce food for our tables so
that we can cut down on our frequent trips to the grocery stores and transportation of
food over long distances. 1 am sure in your daily reading and viewing of the media,
you run across other win-win economic alternatives. I read of many promising
suggestions in a multi-disciplinary graduate seminar that 1 have been a part of that
used James Gustave Speth's book America’s Promise. 1recommend it for your reading.

Pray For Our Military

REMEMBER
OUR MEMBERS
) IN THE
MILITARY

The following list contains people called to active duty.
Please keep them and their families in your prayers.

e  Matt Allen, submitted by Pam & Dick Roberts

e  Matthew Ducharme, submitted by Adrian & Janet Atkins
e Chip Greer, submitted by Elaine Greer

e Joel Higley, submitted by Betty Robinson

e  Francis Kimenyi, submitted by Patty Tanaka

Philip Lewis, submitted by Russ Wheeler

Jared Muth, submitted by Janet Atkins

Eric Stailing, submitted by Bryan & Susan Stailing

Marta Tanaka, submitted by Patty Tanaka

Paul Tanaka, submitted by Patty Tanaka

Lamont Ward, submitted by Nichole Gronski Ward

If you know of someone who should be on this list (or have a correction), please
contact the church office. Thank you.
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SCC Book Discussion Group

Next meeting is Sunday,
May 17", 2015 at 7:00 p.m.
in the Library. The group
will be discussing Wild:
From Lost to Found on the
Pacific Crest Trail by
Cheryl Strayed. Wild is
Cheryl Strayed's first-person memoir of
her 1,100-mile (1,800 km) hike along the
Pacific Crest Trail from the Mojave
Desert through California and Oregon
to the border with Washington State,
and contains flashbacks to prior life
occurrences that led her to begin her
mountain-climbing journey. This book
has recently been released as a major
motion picture starring Reese
Witherspoon. Contact: Eileen Griffin at
860-429-0480.

"y

wild

Cheryl Strayed

UCONN read book, Michael Pollan’s
The Omnivore’s Dilemma, a Natural
History of Four Meals, is on the shelves
when it should be in your hands!

What could be more convenient than
stopping into the Library on your way to
gathering with your friends at coffee
time following worship? The library is
accessible during the week by speaking
to Deborah in the office.

Meanwhile, as your friends gather
weekly to service the library we are
working on the digitizing of the
collection.

Library News...

Time for Spring gardening to begin,
gather in some more good reading,
follow up on some Lenten and Easter
details, find some outdoor games for the
kids to play, start thinking Summer and
perhaps a trip to anywhere! You do
know our library has reading material on
any of these subjects-and more! Stay on
top of new acquisitions and time tested
tomes by reading the information in the
Sunday bulletin and the Carillon. But
the very best way to find a book is to
come to the library and browse the
shelves and touch them. There is a
warmth about the printed page that you
can’t get from an electronic device
(except for the warmth of the machine).

Wild, the last title for the book
discussion group is available. The
theatre version is on the screens now
but we all know a book is better! The

Upcoming Pick-A-Parties

The SCC Pick-A-Parties are a huge hit -
. ~ event after event! There
* &‘”\, /s still time to get
%9 AJ)  involved with the fun!
=
Pick -a-?arfy

Have you heard about
gluten-free this and
gluten-free that, but are not really sure
what it means or why anyone would eat
this way? Are you interested in baking
gluten-free sweet treats for potlucks or
Sunday fellowship time and not sure
where to begin? This workshop is
designed to introduce you to the basic
knowledge and skills of gluten-free
baking. We will create and sample some
easy and delicious homemade treats. You
will leave with new found knowledge,
recipes and tips, and inspiration for a
world of gluten-free possibilities. Cost is
$10.00 per person, ages 12+.

Call or visit Deborah in the Church
Office and she will help you sign up and
accept your payment. While pre-
registration is encouraged, walk-ins are
welcome! Feel free to invite your
friends. Thank you for your support!

Party on SCC!
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Parties still available:
Men’s Chili Cook-off

12:00 pm, Sunday, September 13
Plant to Plate Party

6:00 pm, Saturday, September 27

News of Our Parish Family

Birthday Celebrations

Bradley JORNSON.........vverrerrrrrrrrrene,
Lindsey Johnson...........

Chase Klimkiewicz
Brittany Castle..........ccwcecerrrreenneen.
Mirella COle ......uevveorererreerrrerrierrrneens
LIOYd DUff ecoeeeveeveevrvionsionsiensinsinenan 05/07
Jesse Gifford 05/07
Bettejane Karnes.............ccvveveucunc.. 05/07
Jason Rucker. 05/08
Chauncy RUCKET ..........ovveorseoreersinseen. 05/09
Charlene Dickenson.... ... 05/T0
Wyatt Heffley .......oveomreomeeoneeonerneirnrinn o5/IT
Derek NewcOMD.........cooevevrvvvererrrerrnns 05/11
Bob Guttay 05/12
Elyse Mitchell ..........coveevveerreerreirrrirnrenn. 05/12
Greg Mills........ 05/14
Alison Kuhn 05/15
Kenneth Larson............ceeereevrverrenions 05/15
Gretchen (Schur) Leming .................... 05/15
Mary Thatcher

RidG DQVIS....eoveseerrrreirsirrirsinseenenen
David Heng Litrico

Emily Irvine

Eric Abell

Todd Mickel

Sarah Elliot

Elaine Greer
Gavin GUIMELLe .........oeeeveeerrererrerrerans
Jessie Daniels
Victoria ChilinsKi..........ccoeevvervrevnran.

Alaina KIimRieWiCZ .......cevvvvrreveenennn. 05/27
Aaron Ferguson 05/28
Dan Wilson

Aline Booth
Bryan Huey.
Jane Joesten

Anniversary Celebrations
“There is no more lovely, friendly and
charming relationship, communion or
company than a good marriage".

Martin Luther

Laurie & Duffy Brookes.................... May 11

In Memoriam

For everything there is a season, and a
time for every matter under heaven: a
time to be born, and a time to die; a
time to plant, and a time to pluck up
what is planted. Eccl. 3:1-2
Verna Tomalty Cheney, long-time
member, passed away, Tuesday, March
24™. Services were held at Columbia
Congregational Church, where Verna
and her husband, Richard, were more
recently connected to.

o <~
E. Duwayne Keller, long-time active
member and leader within our
congregation, passed away Tuesday,
April 14™. Services were held here at SCC
on Tuesday, April 21",
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Sunday Morning Servers

Week 1 - May 3

Litugist: Pamela Roberts

Greeter: Duffy Brookes

Ushers: Paul Schur, Bryan Huey,
Donna Latincsics, Juanita Hall

Fellowship: Linda Blum

Welcome Table Host: Laurie Brookes

Week 2 - May 10

Litugist: Marsha Creese

Greeter: Patty Tanaka

Ushers: Dan Wilson, Eileen Metzgar,
Jeri Hepworth

Fellowship: Suzanne & Jaiden Hathaway

Welcome Table Host: Paul Schur

Week 3 - May 17

Litugist: Carolyn Holmy

Greeter: Erin Scholes

Ushers: Lynn Brown, Dulcie Vannais,
Mark Roy, Susan Dione

Fellowship: Marjorie Brown

Welcome Table Host: Juanita Hall

Week 4 - May 24

Litugist: Suzanne Hathaway

Greeter: Eileen Griffin

Ushers: Pamela Roberts, Gail Kapinos,
Jaiden Hathaway, Marietta Johnson

Fellowship: Kathy LaJoie

Welcome Table Host: Eileen Metzgar

Week 5 - May 31

Litugist: Richard Roberts

Greeter: Bill Ross

Ushers: Cheryl Roy, Dufty Brookes,
Greg Mills, Laura Mills

Fellowship: Eileen Metzgar &
Pamela Roberts

Welcome Table Host: Laurie Brookes

If you are interested in serving in one of
the roles listed above, please contact a
member of the Fellowship Board or call
Deborah in the office.

Windham No Freeze Shelter

il The Windham
b
“UFREEZE

Region No Freeze
Hospitality Center, inc.

Project, Inc. is a not-
for-profit agency
dedicated to the
survival of homeless adults who are in
the Windham Region. We provide safe
temporary shelter; we strive to address
unmet needs including food, clothing,
hygiene, case management, emergency
and transport funding; we facilitate
regional community and social service
agency collaboration to these ends.

Items that the shelter is in need of:

e Non Instant Coffee, Sweetener,
Non-Dairy Creamer, Hot Chocolate

e Paper products, Toilet paper, paper

towels, napkins

Vinyl or plastic Pillow case covers

Coffee cups (small size, disposable)

Plastic utensils (spoons/forks)

Socks (white preference)

Men's boxer shorts all sizes

Women's briefs - all size

Razor blades

Shaving Creme

Toothbrushes

Deodorant

Women's hygiene products (pads,

tampons)

Plastic soap saver boxes

e Sweat pants/shirts
(med/large/Xtra/XXtra large)

e Laundry detergent (powder)
Floor and bathroom cleaner
Office supplies - Call to see what are
needs are

e Gift Cards to Stop & Shop, B]'s
Walmart, Staples and Home Depot
of any value.
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Many of the Windham area’s homeless
live in makeshift camps along the along
Willimantic River all year-round but
especially between May and November
15% when the shelter will once again
reopen for temporary shelter.

Please consider donating any items that
may be of benefit to those folks living
outside such as:

e Tents & Tarps
e Raincoats & Ponchos
e Bug Spray & Sunscreen

If you are able to donate items to help
you can drop them off at the No Freeze
office located at 75 Bridge Street, First
unit in the plaza, Willimantic, CT 06226
Monday through Thursday from 1:00-
4:00pm; or bring them to the Parish
House Lounge to be delivered.

vhank You! Thank You! Thank Yoy

On Monday, April 20", 67 school kits, 42 hygiene kits and 14 layettes were
loaded into the Browns’ truck to begin their journey, first to Meriden, CT and
then to Baltimore’s warehouse and then to wherever in the world they are
needed. Thank you to all who were able to contribute to the contents of these

kits.

The Service Sewing Group: Marjorie Brown, Sally Doyen, Jane Joesten,

Elizabeth Hanks, Patty Tanaka.
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Board & Committee Meetings

Mays Council Meeting, 6:30 pm
(Room 201)

May 10 Properties Board, 11:45 am
(Memorial Room)

TBD  Outreach, 5:00pm (Library)

May 12 Christian Ed., 5:30pm (Lounge)

May 13 Deacons, 5:30 pm (Lounge)

May 10 Christian Fellowship, 8:45 am
(Lounge)

May 13 Music Board, 6:30 pm (Library)

May 13 Finance Board, 7:00 pm (Lounge
or Room 201)

May 28 Prayer Shawl, 10:00 am (Library)

Gatherings and Rehearsals

e  Adult Choir, Sunday @ 9:00 and
Thursday @ 7:30 pm
e  Adult Forum, Sunday @ 9:00 am
e Service Sewing, Monday @ 9:30 am
e Library Open, Sunday & Tuesday
@ 9:30 am
e Darish Piecers, Wednesday, 9:30 am
e C.AFE. Storrs, Wednesday, 10:30 am
e Handbells, Thursday @ 6:30 pm
e  Adult Choir, Thursday @ 7:30 pm

Activities & Events

May 2 Spring Fair, 9:00 - 12:00, Parish
House & Courtyard
May 3,17 & 24  Sacred Conversations

on Race, 11:45 am, Library

May 9 Food Sorting & Shelving,
3:00 pm, Lounge

May 23 Basics of Gluten-Free Baking,
2:00 pm, Auditorium

May 31 Israel/Palestine Trip
Presentation, 11:30 am, Auditorium

Community Activities & Events

May 2 A Quiet Corner Contra Dance,
8:00 pm (7:30 for lessons)

May 14 & 28 Foodshare Distribution,
11:30 am Wright's Village

Sunday Morning Singers

Sunday Morning Singers will begin May
3r't at 8:45 a.m. in the Choir loft. We will
sing at least the first two weeks in

June. This is a great chance to ask
potential new singers to join us in the
loft on Sunday mornings at 8:45. 1f there
are bell players wanting to do something
in June or July, just let me know! 1 can
always find something for you ©. As
usual, instrumentalists, vocalists and
small ensembles are encouraged to
contribute their talents for worship
during the summer. We want you!
Contact: Trisha, trisha@storrscongchurch.org

Faith Formation Updates

The last day of Sunday School is May
17, Watch for emails about the special
“theme based” faith formation coming
in June. Our Playground Ministry
returns in July and August (Pam Roberts
is recruiting volunteers!!!). VBS will be
held August 10™ — August 14" with a
combined Sunday service at St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church on August 16th.

Hannah Montgomery,
Carly Smith, Laura
Blum and Pastor Nancy
invite you to join them
TR in the Auditorium after
worship Sunday, May 31* to hear about
their experiences in Israel / Palestine
this past March. To support ongoing
fundraising, make checks payable to
SCC with “Holy Land Trip” in the memo
line. Fundraising amounts received to
date will be announced. Mark your
calendars to attend this exciting event.
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