Storrs Congregational Church, UCC

Just Peace Team Minutes

April 24, 2017, 5:00 to 6:30

Present:  Rev. Alice O’Donovan, Kathy Lindner, Darryl Hilliard, Malta Bailey, Rev. Nancy McClaren, Jan Hoyle, Don Hoyle, Tina Huey, Dianne Sprague, Jamie Lang-Rodean, Nancy Rucker

Darryl opened the meeting with a bible passage:  Mathew 25: 31-39.  Here is part of the passage.
“……I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a drink; I was a stranger and you received me in your homes, naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you took care of me, in prison and you visited me…..whenever you did this for one of the least important of these brothers of mine, you did it for me.” Members  chose words from the passage and reflected on them.

Rev. Alice discussed “Shall we become a Just Peace Church?”  The assumption and consensus was “yes.”

Rev. Alice introduced an experience in which participants picked a partner and shared, in a short time, their most memorable learning experiences.  Then members shared what they had heard from their partners…to the group.  Members got to know each other better and learned the value of specific learning experiences.

Darryl and Tina shared their experiences at the Just Peace table at the Ministry Fair on April 23rd.  People were curious about what Just Peace was and had strong feelings about the issues.  A separate list of the comments about issues written on the post-it notes will be typed and sent shortly.

Rev. Alice discussed what our process will be in order to get to a vote to become a Just Peace Church at the Jan. 2018 annual meeting.  She will be sending emails and is asking members to “reply to all” if they have comments.

Our process will

1. Involve each of us working in our own ways, on our specific issues.

2. At our June, July and Aug. meetings, we (the Team) need to educate ourselves about the issues the UCC has identified.

3. In the fall we need to plan 2 or 3 after church events about Just Peace for the congregation and perhaps one event in the evening.

4. We need to have a covenant to present at the Jan. 2018 annual meeting when we would vote on whether to become a Just Peach Church.

Jan Hoyle asked that we put notices of our Just Peace meetings in the Bulletin so that others may join us.

Don Hoyle affirmed that we need to cooperate with other groups and the town.

Tina said it would be good to collect stories about Justice Issues that church members have been involved with in the past.

Jamie asked what the advantage is of becoming a Just Peace church.  It was agreed that being actively involved in social justice issues attracts people to a church, in addition to the benefits of advocating on issues.

Malta asked for a definition of Just Peace.  The UCC defines Just Peace as “Grounded in UCC polity and convenantal theology, the Just Peace Pronouncement and resulting church movement has at its core a call to alleviate systematic injustice of all kinds using non-violence, challenging us to explore the intersections between peace and justice, offering to the world the prophetic message, grounded in hope of reconciliation in Jesus, that “Peace is possible!”

Rev. Nancy asked if we would be taking stands and advocating about issues prior to becoming a Just Peace Church.  The consensus was that after educating ourselves and the congregation and voting to become a Just Peace Church, we would then begin to choose and advocate for specific issues. 

Kathy pointed out that the First Church in Mansfield is a Just Peace Church and perhaps we can cooperate.

A doodle poll will be sent out to determine the best time for a meeting the first week in June.

Before that time, members are encouraged to print out and read the UCC Just Peace handbook:

www.ucc.org/just_peace    (underline between just and peace)
This has a link to print out the Just Peace Church handbook

From this page above, click on Advocate for Justice

     Then click on understanding the issues

Or you can go directly to www.ucc.org/justice_issues  (underline between justice and issues)
Facebook:  UCC Just Peace Network

Twitter:  @justpeaceucc

Books:

The Just peace church

Interfaith just peace making…….copy available in the church library

Both by Susan Thistlethwaite…….available on www.amazon.com
