
 

 
 

 
 
 

THE 5TH SUNDAY IN LENT
A Service of the Word

March 29, 2020    10:00 a.m.
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The 5th Sunday in Lent 
“There is never an act of faith without risk.” 

— Eric James      
 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude     Janice Castle, piano 
 
Welcome 
 
Opening Sentences 
 One: Our help is in the name of the Lord, Psalm 124:8 
 Many: maker of heaven and earth. 
 One: Grace and peace to you from God, who was, and is, and is to come. Revelation 1:4 
 

 One: LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy,  Psalm 103:8-18 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; 

 Many: you will not always accuse us, 
 nor will you keep your anger forever. 

 One: You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 
 nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 

 Many: For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
 so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
As far as the east is from the west, 
 so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 

 One: As a father has compassion for his children, 
 so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD. 

 Many: For you know well how we are formed;  
 you remember that we are but dust. 

 One: As for mortals, their days are like the grass;  
 they flourish like a flower of the field; 
when the wind passes over it, it is gone, 
 and its place shall know it no more. 

 Many: But your steadfast love, O LORD, is forever with those who fear you, 
 and your righteousness is for the children’s children; 
for those who keep your covenant 
 and remember to do your commandments. 
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Hymn — “God, How Can We Forgive”  LEONI 

 

 

 

 
 



4 

Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness 
 One: As it is written, “If we say we have no sin, 1st John 1:8-9 

we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But when we confess our sins, 
God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
 

Therefore, trusting in God’s grace and mercy, 
let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor. 
 
Lord, we find it so easy to talk about forgiveness 

 Many: but so difficult to accept it for ourselves. 
We know our need, Lord. 
We know our need for newness of life; 
confession comes so readily to us 
and yet so little changes. 
 

Lord, we are afraid.  We want your forgiveness, but we fear being known. 
There are those things within us which we prefer to hide, 
deep shadows vaguely sensed. 
There are those things we know too well about ourselves, 
and things we dare not know. 
 

Lord, give us the courage to accept your forgiveness for us,  
and so to grow into our promised newness. 
Lord forgive us. 
 

Lord, we would be free: 
free from bondage to our own past, 
and free from the past of our community. 
Take us into your future, O God, 
with the power that comes from freedom; 
renew us as creatures and as creators 
that we may face our world with hope 
in the power of your forgiving love, 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

 

   Silence is kept for personal confession and reflection. 
 
 One: Hear the good news! 

“Do not fear, says the Lord, for I have redeemed you. Isaiah 43:1 
I have called you by name; you are mine.” 
“Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 2nd Corinthians 5:17 
The old life has gone; a new life has begun.” 
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: 

 Many: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Thanks be to God! 
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 RESPONSE:  “Take, O Take Me as I Am”  TAKE ME AS I AM 

 

 
 
News from our Life Together 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Reading — Matthew 18:23-35 

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests 
human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.  

 
Scripture Reading — Matthew 5:38-48 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus continues his exhortations to his followers to embrace 
standards of righteousness that exceed legal requirements and traditional expectations.  In this 
section, he addresses retaliation and love for our enemies. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer    

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and glory forever.  Amen. 
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Sermon     The Rev. Matthew Emery 
“Words that Change Our World:  Praying You, Me, Us, We” 

 
RESPONSE 

We begin our life of responding to the gospel through prayer and offering 
 
Responding with our Gifts 

During the offertory music, while reflecting on the gifts we have to offer, those participating via Zoom 
are welcome to submit prayer petitions—joys and concerns—via the “Chat” feature in Zoom.  These 
petitions will be collected together and transmitted to Pastor Matt for inclusion during the time for 
prayers of the people. 
 

An Offering Thought 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. — Rom. 8:6 
 Sometimes stewarding the soul is as simple as “setting your mind the Spirit,” leaning into 
our faith and taking steps toward life and peace. 

 

 OFFERTORY MUSIC – “Our Father, in Heaven” by David Haas Jonah Garcia, soloist 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,   
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil 
for the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

  
The Prayers of the People:  Thanksgivings and Intercessions 
 
The Lord’s Prayer… another way  by Parker Palmer 
 Many: Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, 

 Holy and blessed is your true name. 
We pray for your reign of peace to come, 
We pray that your good will be done, 
 Let heaven and earth become one. 
Give us this day the bread we need, 
 Give it to those who have none. 
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us, 
 From each one to each one. 
Lead us to holy innocence 
Beyond the evil of our days — 
 Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. 
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy: 
 Forever your name is All in One.  Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 

 
Hymn — “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” AMAZING GRACE (NEW BRITAIN) 

 

 

 
 



8 

Benediction 
 
Postlude     Janice Castle, piano 
 

 

Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those who wish to 
connect and chat—a bring-your-own-coffee “coffee hour”!  Depending on the number 
of participants, we may break people into smaller groups using the “breakout room” 
functionality.  We look forward to connecting with you! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes and Acknowledgements 
 

Today’s ‘alternative’ spoken version of the Lord’s Prayer comes to us from Parker Palmer, a Quaker 
and world-renowned writer, speaker, and activist who focuses on issues in education, community, 
leadership, spirituality and social change. He is the founder of the Center for Courage and Renewal 
whose mission is "to create a more just, compassionate and healthy world by nurturing personal and 
professional integrity and the courage to act on it.”  This paraphrase of the Lord’s Prayer can be found 
in Peace Prayers: Meditations, Affirmations, Invocations, Poems, and Prayers for Peace, ed. Carrie 
Leadingham, Hilary M. Vartanian, & Joann E. Moschella (HarperSanFrancisco, 1992). 
 

Acknowledgements: 
 Call to Worship from Psalm 103 as appears in the ecumenical liturgical psalter shared by Book of Common Worship, ©2018 Westminster John Knox Press, and Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship, ©2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress, Publishers. 

 Hymn – “God, How Can We Forgive”:  Text by Ruth Duck, 1994; ©1996 The Pilgrim Press; all rights reserved; reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-719182 .  Music from 
trad. Jewish melody, 17th century; adapt. Meyer Lyon and Thomas Olivers, 1770; public domain.  Reprinted from Glory to God: Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs, ©2013 
Westminster John Knox Press, #445. 

 Prayer of Confession adapted from Gathering for Worship:  Patterns and Prayers for the Community of Disciples, ed. Christopher J. Ellis & Myra Blyth for The Baptist Union 
of Great Britain, ©2005 The Baptist Union of Great Britain, pub. Canterbury Press, Norwich, UK. 

 Response – “Take, O Take Me As I Am”:  Text and music by John L. Bell, 1995; ©1995 Wild Goose Resource Group, Iona Community, Scotland; admin. GIA Publications 
Inc.  All rights reserved; reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-719182. Reprinted from Glory to God: Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs, ©2013 Westminster John Knox 
Press, #698. 

 Scripture introductions reprinted from Sundays and Seasons, ©Augsburg Fortress. 
 Offering Thought from Rob Blezard, Stewardship Snippets, Stewardship of Life Institute. 

 The Lord’s Prayer… another way:  by Parker Palmer, in Peace Prayers: Meditations, Affirmations, Invocations, Poems, and Prayers for Peace, ed. Carrie Leadingham, Hilary M. 
Vartanian, & Joann E. Moschella, ©1992 HarperSanFrancisco. 

 Hymn – “Amazing Grace”:  Text by John Newton, 1779, alt. (vss. 1-4), and from A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790 (vs. 5).  Music from Columbia Harmony, Cincinnati, 
1829; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1900.  Public domain.  Reprinted from The New Century Hymnal, ©1995 The Pilgrim Press, #547.  


