
 

 
 

 
 
 

PALM SUNDAY
A Service of the Word

April 5, 2020    10:00 a.m.
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Palm Sunday 
Branches in hand, we join a procession of children and their elders singing sweet hosannas.  
This procession, begun centuries ago in Jerusalem, encircles the earth with ceaseless praise and 
now winds around our times and lives.  We are part of a long line of people in need of God’s 
saving grace who rejoice as Christ comes to open the gates of justice and bring heaven’s peace. 
 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude     Janice Castle, piano 
 
Welcome 
 
Opening Sentences 
 One: Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God!  
 Many: Hosanna in the highest! 
 One: Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God!  
 Many: Hosanna in the highest! 
 One: Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God!  
 Many: Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Processional Gospel — Matthew 21:1-11 

The long journey of Jesus and his disciples toward Jerusalem, capital of the territory and home 
of the Temple, culminates in an odd-yet-triumphal parade scene:  mounted on a humble donkey 
and surrounded by the last and the least, Jesus enters to highest honors and acclamations. 

 
Blessing of the “Palms” 
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Hymn — “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”   VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN (ST. THEODULPH) 
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Responses 
 One: Hosanna!  Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God. 
 Many: Hosanna in the highest! 
 One: Hosanna! Your king comes to you riding on a colt! 
 Many: The day of liberation is near! 
 One: Speak to Jerusalem and cry unto her: 
 Many: That warfare is ended, that iniquity is pardoned. 
 One: The Spirit of the Lord is upon us: 
 Many: to proclaim good news to the poor, freedom for the captives,  

sight for the blind, liberation for the oppressed,  
and the year of jubilee. 

 One: The Kingdom is coming. 
 Many: Let us beat our swords into ploughshares  

and our spears into pruning hooks. 
 
News from our Life Together 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
Solo – “Ride On, King Jesus”, arr. by Hall Johnson Jonah Garcia, soloist 

 

Ride on, King Jesus 
No man can a-hinder me 

 

For He is King of kings, he is Lord of lords 
Jesus Christ, the first and last, no man works like him. 

 

King Jesus rides a milk-white horse, no man works like him. 
The river of Jordan He did frost, no man works like Him 

 

For He is King of kings, he is Lord of lords 
Jesus Christ, the first and last, 

 

King Jesus rides in the middle of the air, 
He calls His saints from everywhere. 

 

Ride on, King Jesus 
No man can a-hinder me 

 

He is the King, He is the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the first and last, no man works like him. 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 



5 

Scripture Reading — Matthew 4:1-11 
Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness.  As the Son of God, 
he endures the testing of the evil one. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer    

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Sermon     The Rev. Matthew Emery 

“Words that Change Our World:  Praying When It is Difficult?” 

 
RESPONSE 

We begin our life of responding to the gospel through prayer and offering 
 
Psalter — Psalm 130  spoken responsively 
 One: Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 
 Many:  Lord, hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive 
 to the voice of my supplications! 

 One: If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 
 Lord, who could stand? 

 Many: But there is forgiveness with you, 
 so that you may be revered. 
 

 One: I wait for you, O Lord, my soul waits; 
 in your word is my hope. 

 Many: My soul waits for the Lord 
 more than those who watch for the morning, 
 more than those who watch for the morning. 

 

 One: O Israel, hope in the Lord! 
 Many: For with the Lord there is steadfast love; 

 with the Lord there is plenteous redemption. 
For the Lord shall redeem Israel 
 from all their sins. 

 
Responding with our Gifts 

During the offertory music, while reflecting on the gifts we have to offer, those participating via Zoom 
are welcome to submit prayer petitions—joys and concerns—via the “Chat” feature in Zoom.  These 
petitions will be collected together and transmitted to Pastor Matt for inclusion during the time for 
prayers of the people. 
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 OFFERTORY MUSIC  Janice Castle, piano 
  
The Prayers of the People:  Thanksgivings and Intercessions 
 
The Lord’s Prayer… another way fr. Human Rites: Worship Resources for an Age of Change 
 Many: Beloved, 

our Father and Mother, 
in whom is heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 followed be your royal way, 
 done be your will and rule, 
  throughout the whole creation. 
With the bread we need for today, 
 feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, 
 forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, 
 Strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, 
 spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, 
 free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
 Now and forever.  Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 
 
Hymn — “My Song is Love Unknown”  LOVE UNKNOWN 
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A Litany leading into Holy Week 
 One: Let us remember Jesus:  

Who, though he was rich 
for our sakes became poor and dwelt among us; 

 Many: Who was content to be the child of a poor family; 
 One: Who lived the common life, 

earning his living with his own hands 
and declining no humble tasks; 

 Many: Whom the common people heard gladly, 
for he understood their ways. 
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 One: Let us remember Jesus:  
Who was mighty in deed, healing the sick and afflicted, 
using for others the powers he would not invoke for himself; 

 Many: Who was master and Lord to his disciples, 
yet was among them as their Companion 
and as one who served. 

 One: Let us remember Jesus:  
Who loved people, yet retired from them to pray, 
rose a great while before day, 
watched through the night, 
stayed in the wilderness, 
went up into a mountain, 
sought out a garden; 

 Many: Who prayed for his tempted disciple,   
and for the forgiveness of all who rejected him, 
and for the perfecting of those who received him; 

 One: Who observed good customs, 
but defied conventions that did not serve the purposes of God.   
Who hated sin because he knew the cost of pride and selfishness, 
of cruelty and impurity—the cost to humanity and to God. 

 Many: May this mind be in us which was in Christ Jesus. 
 One: Let us remember Jesus:  

Who, when he was reviled, did not retaliate, 
and when he suffered did not threaten; 
who emptied himself and carried obedience to the point of death, 
even death on the cross. 

 Many: May this mind be in us which was in Christ Jesus. 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude     Janice Castle, piano 
 

Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those who wish to connect and chat—a 
bring-your-own-coffee “coffee hour”!  Depending on the number of participants, we may break people into 
smaller groups using the “breakout room” functionality.  We look forward to connecting with you! 
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