
 

 
 

 
 
 

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD:
EASTER DAY

April 5, 2020    10:00 a.m.
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The Resurrection of Our Lord:  Easter Day 
“Easter is not a part of the old accustomed divine order, or of the ordered world in which we 
live, but it is an absolutely new, unexpected act of the living God, which interrupts and runs 
counter to the uniform rise and fall of the world’s rhythm.  Here we have the beginning of 
something new. 

— Martin Niemöller     
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude Selections   Janice Castle & Jonah Garcia 
 
Call to Worship 
 One: We come to this moment, 

seeking Jesus in the familiar story of our faith, 
finding that the Living Christ not only meets us 
but surprises us with Resurrection power 

 Many: in all the places of our lives! 
 One: We gather to sing and pray the story we know by heart, 

a story of loving triumph and powerful grace. 
This story of “Alleluia!” means great joy 
for the One who lives  
and the ones who witness to this new life 

 Many: in all the places of our lives! 
 One: We rejoice and thank God for the life of Jesus, 

resurrected by the power of the loving, vibrant Spirit, 
and we open ourselves to this same Spirit filling us,  
that we may know the truth of resurrection 

 Many: in all the places of our lives. 
 

 One: God is alive: 
 Many: new birth is given. 
 One: Hope is alive: 
 Many: a new age is dawning. 
 One: Joy is alive: 
 Many: redemption is here. 
 One: Love is alive: 
 Many: death cannot harm us. 
 One: We are alive; 
 Many: new life is within us. 
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Hymn — “Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers”  SUO GAN 
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Easter Acclamation  
 One: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
 Many: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 One: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
 Many: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 One: ALLELUIA!  CHRIST IS RISEN! 
 Many: CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED!  ALLELUIA!  
 
Greeting & Prayer of the Day 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 

 One: Let us pray. 
Good, gracious, and mighty God, 
in the midst of deep sorrow and grief 
your angels appeared to the faithful women of Jesus’ company, 
bringing them news more awe-inspiring than they could imagine— 
Christ is Risen! 
Surely your angels can interrupt our lives, too, 
breaking into our losses and sorrows 
and offering a message of tremendous joy to change our lives. 
Come this Easter morning, we pray, 
and fill us with the joy of those women disciples, 
the first witnesses to your resurrection,  
that our lives, too, may be renewed in hope and glory, 
lifted from doubt and despair, 
and set upon Christ’s holy way. 
Praise, glory, and thanksgiving to you, 
our God, forever and ever. 

 Many: Amen. 
 
Words of Welcome & News from our Life Together 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
Solo – “I Know that My Redeemer Liveth” from Messiah by G. F. Handel Jonah Garcia, soloist 

 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
And that He shall stand at the latter day upon the Earth. 

 

And though worms destroy this body, 
Yet in my flesh shall I see God. 

 

For now is Christ risen from the dead, 
The first-fruits of them that sleep. 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Reading — Jeremiah 31:1-6 

God’s final word is always “Yes.”  Because God’s love is everlasting, God always remains faithful.  
Ancient Israel is assured that it will be rebuilt and have plentiful crops.  The people of God, too, 
will ultimately be reunited. 

 
Scripture Reading — Matthew 28:1-10 

Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim the 
good news:  Jesus is risen! 

 
Sermon — “Words that Change Our World: Praying Glory” The Rev. Matthew Emery 
 



6 

Hymn of the Day — “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” EASTER HYMN 
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RESPONSE 

We begin our life of responding to the gospel through prayer and offering 

 
The Prayers of the People: Intercessions, ending with The Lord’s Prayer 

  each portion of the prayers will end with: 
One: … By your grace, O God, 
Many: raise us from death to life. 
 

  the prayers conclude: 
One: Eternal God, show forth in us and in our world  

the good news of your saving power and love,  
so that all may believe and have life in you;   
through Jesus Christ, who is risen indeed, 
the One who taught us to pray together: 

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be Thy name;  
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil:  
For Thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, 
  and glory forever.  Amen. 
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Responding with our Gifts 
 

An Offering Thought 
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. — Psalm 118:24 
 Today we give thanks for new life.  Even with all the distressing news about the 
environment, we can all recommit to caring for our Earth in gratitude for God’s all-
encompassing, loving relationship with every atom and molecule of creation. 
 

 OFFERTORY MUSIC – “Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing!” SCC Choral Scholars 
 

Good Christians all, rejoice and sing! Now is the triumph of our King! 
To all the world glad news we bring: Alleluia! 

 

The Lord of life Is risen today! Death’s mighty stone is rolled away. 
Let all the earth rejoice and say: Alleluia! 

 

Praise we in songs of victory that love, that life which cannot die, 
And sing with hearts uplifted high: Alleluia! 

 

Your name we bless, o risen Lord, and sing today with one accord 
The life laid down, the life restored: Alleluia! 

  

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 One: The Lord be with you. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 One: Eternal God, 
we praise you that your glory has dawned on us,  
and brought us into this Day of Resurrection. 
We rejoice that the grave could not hold your Son, 
and that he has conquered death, 
risen to rule over all powers of this earth. 
We praise you that he summons us into new life,  
to follow him with joy and gladness. 
By your Spirit, 
lift us from doubt and despair, 
and set our feet in Christ’s holy way,  
that our lives may be signs of his life, 
and all we have may show forth his love.  
Praise, glory, and thanksgiving to you,  
our God, forever and ever. 

 Many: Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 

 
Hymn— “Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!”   HYMN TO JOY 
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Benediction 
 One: … Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 Many: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

Postlude — “Hallelujah” from Messiah by G. F. Handel Janice Castle, piano 
 
 

Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those who wish to 
connect and chat—a bring-your-own-coffee “coffee hour”!  Depending on the number 
of participants, we may break people into smaller groups using the “breakout room” 
functionality.  We look forward to connecting with you! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Easter! 
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