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The 5th Sunday of Easter 
“Our faith in the God of revelation cannot be lived and understood abstractly, in some 
atemporal fashion.  It can only be lived through the warp and woof of the events that make up 
history.” 

— Jean-Marc Ela      
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude — “Prière” from Suite Gothique, Op. 25, by Boëllmann Dr. Patricia Snyder, organ 
 
Welcome 
 
Acclamation & Greeting 
 One: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 Many: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 
Call to Worship 
 One: This is the good news— 

the grave is empty; 
Christ is risen. 

 Many: Hallelujah! 
 One: This is the good news— 

the light shines amidst the shadows, 
and the shadows can never put it out. 

 Many: Hallelujah! 
 One: This is the good news— 

once we were no people; 
now we are God’s people. 

 Many: Hallelujah! 
 One: Christ is our peace, 

the indestructible peace 
we now share with each other. 

 Many: Hallelujah! 
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Hymn — “Thine Is the Glory”   JUDAS MACCABEUS 
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Prayer of the Day 
 One: Let us pray. 
 Many: Generous God,  

whose way is love,  
whose truth is searching, 
whose life is freely given in Jesus Christ our Lord: 
as you have opened for us your house of many rooms, 
so too open us  
to make a place 
for the rejected and unloved, 
and share the work of peace; 
through Jesus Christ, the image of you.  Amen. 

 
News from our Life Together 

 



5 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
Refrain — “Alleluia”   CELTIC ALLELUIA 

 

 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Reading — John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples.  As the one 
through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

 
Scripture Reading — 1st Peter 2:2-10 

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives.  We are God’s 
chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience 
through Jesus Christ. 

 
The “Alleluia” refrain (music above) is repeated. 
 
Sermon — “Together a Priesthood”  The Rev. Matthew Emery 
 

RESPONSE 
We begin our lives of responding to the gospel in prayer and offering 

 
Responding with our Gifts 

During the offertory music, those participating via Zoom are welcome to submit prayer petitions—joys 
and concerns—via the “Chat” feature in Zoom.  These petitions will be collected together and 
transmitted to Pastor Matt for inclusion during the time for prayers of the people. 
 

An Offering Thought 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you 
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. — 1st Peter 2:9 
 We have a long way to go to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, AND we have a special 
part to play.  Peter reminds us that we belong to God and are called to proclaim the good news 
and work for justice, peace, and mercy. 
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 OFFERTORY — “The Call” fr. Five Mystical Songs by R. Vaughan Williams Rich Cowles, soloist 
 

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: 
Such a way as gives us breath; 
Such a truth as ends all strife: 

Such a life as killeth death. 
 

Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: 
Such a light as shows a feast; 

Such a feast as mends in length; 
Such a strength as makes his guest. 

 

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 
Such a joy as none can move; 
Such a love as none can part: 
Such a heart as joys in love. 

  
The Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer 

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be Thy name;  
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil:  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and glory forever.   
Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 

 
Hymn — “O Christ, the Great Foundation”   AURELIA 
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Benediction 
 One: … Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 Many: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
Postlude — “Menuet” from Suite Gothique, Op. 25, by Boëllmann Dr. Patricia Snyder, organ 
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Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those who wish to 
connect and chat—a bring-your-own-coffee “coffee hour”!  Depending on the number 
of participants, we may break people into smaller groups using the “breakout room” 
functionality.  We look forward to connecting with you! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A warm welcome to our friends  
from the Brookside Community Church UCC 

in Brookside, New Jersey, 
joining us for worship today! 
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