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HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY
A Service of Word & Feast
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Holy Trinity Sunday 
“Nothing can be itself without being in communion with everything else, nor can anything truly 
be the other without first acquiring a capacity for interior presence to itself.” 

— Thomas Berry      
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude — “Fugue in E-flat (ST. ANNE)”, BWV 662, by J. S. Bach Dr. Patricia Snyder, organ 
 
Welcome 
 
Greeting 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 
Call to Worship 
 One: In the beginning, God the Maker: 
 Many: Just and creative, strong and loving 
 One: In the beginning, God the Storyteller: 
 Many: Joyful and honest, vulnerable and questioning 
 One: In the beginning, God the Holy Spirit: 
 Many: Wise and glorious, wild and challenging 
 One: Alpha and Omega and now in this moment: 
 Many: Blessed be the Trinity, blessed be God 
 
Hymn — “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity”  this bulletin, pg. 8 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 One: Let us pray. 
 Many: Mighty Wind, who danced over the deep and surveyed the shapeless void,  

 dance over us now and ready us for your creative purpose.   
Divine Word, who entered into unruly chaos and called forth light and life,  
 call to us now and open us to new expressions of grace. 
Eternal Artist, who formed us in your likeness and claimed us as kin, 
 re-form and refine us to be bearers of your blessing. 
Holy Trinity, One God, who gathered the primeval waters, 
 gather us in, then send us out, our voices echoing creation’s song: 
 How majestic is your name in all the earth!  Amen. 
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News from our Life Together 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
Refrain — “Gloria Patri”   GREATOREX 

 

 

 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Reading — Genesis 1:1 – 2:4a 

At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving 
Spirit form the earth and all its inhabitants.  God sees that all this created work is good and 
then rests on the seventh day. 
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Scripture Reading — Matthew 28:16-20 
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to baptize 
and teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
The refrain (“Gloria Patri” – music above) is repeated. 
 
Sermon     The Rev. Matthew Emery 
 
Responding with our Gifts 

During the offertory music, while reflecting on the gifts we have to offer, those participating via Zoom 
are welcome to submit prayer petitions—joys and concerns—via the “Chat” feature in Zoom.  These 
petitions will be collected together and transmitted to Pastor Matt for inclusion during the time for 
prayers of the people. 
 

An Offering Thought 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” — Matthew 28:19-20 
 Jesus completes his ministry with a lesson in community organizing. Disciples are sent to 
make more disciples. This work happens best in community where Christ is truly present, a 
community called church. 

 

 OFFERTORY MUSIC — “Because He Lives” by W.J. & G. Gaither Elaine Chague, soloist 
 

God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus, He came to love, heal and forgive; 
He lived and died to buy my pardon, an empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives. 

 

REFRAIN: Because He lives I can face tomorrow. 
Because He lives all fear is gone; 

Because I know He holds the future,  
And life is worth the living just because He lives! 

 

How sweet to hold a newborn baby, and feel the pride and joy He gives; 
But greater still the calm assurance, this child can face uncertain days because He lives.  Refrain 

 

And then one day I’ll cross that river; I’ll fight life’s final war with pain; 
And then as death gives way to vict’ry, I’ll see the lights of glory and I’ll know He reigns.  Refrain 

  
The Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer 

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and glory forever.  Amen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the Presence of Jesus Christ 

 
Hymn — “Womb of Life, and Source of Being”  this bulletin, pg. 10 
 
Invitation to the Table 
 
Giving Thanks 
 One: The Lord be with you. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 One: Lift up your hearts. 
 Many: We lift them to the Lord. 
 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 One: God of our weary years,  
God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
In times of bitterness  
you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
In every age you sent prophets  
to make known your loving will  
for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor 
has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice  
is your own desire. 
In the fullness of time, 
you sent your chosen servant 
to preach good news to the afflicted, 
to break bread with the outcast and despised, 
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 
 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
 Many: Dying you destroyed our death,  

rising you restored our life. 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

 One: Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,  
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.  
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Come, Lord Jesus! 
And let the church say, Amen.  

 Many: Amen! 
 

 One: Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup  
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice  
in all the world. 
Come, Spirit of freedom! 
And let the church say, Amen.  

 Many: Amen! 
 

 One: Join our prayers and praise 
with your prophets and martyrs of every age that,  
rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of Christ.  
 

Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory and honor is yours, 
almighty God, now and forever. 

 Many: Amen! 
 

Remembering the Stories & Sharing the Feast 
 

 The pastor will guide worshipers through the breaking of the bread and the sharing of communion. 
 

 

An Open Table!  When we celebrate Holy Communion we are all guests at the table, with Jesus 
himself as our host.  We have not earned a place at the table, rather we are invited because of 
the amazing grace of God.  For that reason, this celebration of the Holy Communion is open to 
all —including children—who wish to know the presence of Christ and the community of God’s 
people, and not merely members of this congregation or denomination.  This is a joyful feast for 
all the people of God. 
 

 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Many: Almighty God, we give you thanks for the gift of our Savior’s presence 

in the simplicity and splendor of this holy meal. 
Unite us with all who are fed by Christ’s body and blood 
that we may faithfully proclaim the good news of your love 
and that your universal church may be a rainbow of hope  
 in an uncertain world; 
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.  Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 

 
Hymn — “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” this bulletin, pg. 12 
 
Benediction 
 One: In us God lives 
 Many: and we are holy 
 One: In us God cries 
 Many: and we are holy 
 One: In us God loves 
 Many: and we are holy 
 One: Blessed and commissioned 
 Many: We go out with joy 
 

 One: And may God Almighty— 
    Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
    our Creator, our Redeemer, our Sustainer— 
   bless us and keep us, now and forevermore.  Amen. 
 
Postlude — “NICAEA” by Robert Buckley Farlee  Dr. Patricia Snyder 
 
 
 
 

Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those who wish to 
connect and chat—a bring-your-own-coffee “coffee hour”!  Depending on the number 
of participants, we may break people into smaller groups using the “breakout room” 
functionality.  We look forward to connecting with you! 
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“Come, Join the Dance of Trinity”   KINGSFOLD 
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“Womb of Life, and Source of Being”   BEACH SPRING 
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“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”   NICAEA 
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