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THE 11TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
A Service of the Word
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The 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“God does not explain why there is suffering—God suffers alongside us.  God does not explain 
why there is sorrow—God became the sorrowful one.  God does not explain why there is 
humiliation—God practices self-emptying love.  We are no longer alone in our vast loneliness.  
God is with us.  We are no longer in solitude, but rather in solidarity.  The arguments from 
reason are silenced.  It is the heart that speaks.  It tells of a God who does not ask questions 
but who acts, who does not offer explanations but lives out an answer.” 

 

— Leonardo Boff, in The Path to Hope      
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude      Dr. Patricia Snyder, organ 
 
Welcome 
 
Greeting 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 
Call to Worship — Psalm 100 
 One: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands! 
 Many:  Serve the LORD with gladness; 

 come into God’s presence with a song. 
 One: Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we belong;  

 we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. 
 Many: Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving  

and the courts with praise;  
 give thanks and bless God’s holy name. 

 One: Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is everlasting,  
 whose faithfulness endures from age to age. 
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Hymn — “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling”   NETTLETON 
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Prayer of the Day 
 One: Let us pray. 
 Many: God of compassion, 

you have opened the way for us 
and brought us to yourself. 
Pour your love into our hearts, 
that, overflowing with joy, 
we may freely share the blessings of your realm 
and faithfully proclaim the good news of Christ.  Amen. 

 
News from our Life Together 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
Refrain — “Lead Me, Lord”  Samuel Sebastian Wesley 

 

 



5 

 

 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Reading — Exodus 19:2-8a 

At Sinai God assured Israel, “You shall be my treasured possession,” and commissioned them to 
serve as mediating priests for the nations.  The people commit themselves completely to God’s 
will. 

 
Scripture Reading — Matthew 9:35 – 10:8 

The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself.  Here, he instructs his 
first disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words and deeds. 

 
The refrain (“Lead Me, Lord” – music above) is repeated. 
 
Sermon     The Rev. Matthew Emery 
 

RESPONSE 
We begin our lives of responding to the gospel in prayer and offering 

 
Responding with our Gifts 

During the offertory music, while reflecting on the gifts we have to offer, those participating via Zoom 
are welcome to submit prayer petitions—joys and concerns—via the “Chat” feature in Zoom.  These 
petitions will be collected together and transmitted to Pastor Matt for inclusion during the time for 
prayers of the people. 
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An Offering Thought 
Then [Jesus] said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” — Matthew 9:37-38 
 How will our faith communities look when we finally emerge from our sheltering in place? 
Many things will have changed, but the good news is eternal. We listen to Jesus, pray for 
renewal, and trust that God is doing a new thing with, among, and through us. 

 

 OFFERTORY MUSIC    Dr. Patricia Snyder, organ 
 
The Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer 

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and glory forever.  Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 
 
Recognition and Blessing of Graduates 
        INTRODUCTION AND RECOGNITION 
        BLESSING 

One:      Eternal God, in your will our lives are lived, and by your wisdom truth is 
found.  We pray for graduates who finish a course of study and move on to 
something new.  Take away any anxiety or confusion of purpose.  Give them 
confidence in the future you plan, where energies may be gathered up and given to 
neighbors in love. 

Many:   Bless all that is behind.  Bless all that is ahead.  Bless all that is—today.  With 
thanks in our hearts and praise on our lips, we thank you, O God, for these 
people and for the joy of this time. 

One:      We thank you for what you have done and will continue to do in these people. 
Many:   Walk with them in life, and keep all evil from obstructing their path. 
One:      You see all, O God; you know where the water is deep. 
Many:   Keep them from danger.  Order their steps and guide their feet while they run 

the race of faith. 
All:         Bring the good work that you have begun in them, O God, to completion at the day 

of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 
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Hymn — “Come, Labor On”   ORA LABORA 

 

 

 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude      Dr. Patricia Snyder, organ 
 

Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those who wish to 
connect and chat—a bring-your-own-coffee “coffee hour”!  We look forward to 
connecting with you! 
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