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The 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“Beginning to read the Bible seriously is rather like visiting a vast art museum. We are 
bewildered at first by the profusion of images and tend to survey them all in a daze, pausing 
before only a few of the most famous or striking works. But if we begin to make regular visits 
we learn to contemplate just one object at a time and let it work on our imagination. In time a 
single painting or sculpture can come to show us many things about life. It can work many 
changes in our understanding and vision if we allow it to. In the same way one scriptural 
symbol can in time work changes in us at several levels through the power of the Spirit.” 

— Martin L. Smith, in The Word is Very Near You: A Guide to Praying with Scripture      
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
Prelude — “Sonata Opus 65/1, Adagio” by Mendelssohn Dr. Patricia Snyder 
 
Welcome 
 
Greeting 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 
Call to Worship — from Psalm 105 
 One: Give thanks to the LORD and call upon God’s name; 

 make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. 
 Many: Sing to the LORD, sing praises, 

 and speak of all God’s marvelous works. 
 One: Glory in God’s holy name; 

 let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
 Many: Search for the strength of the LORD; 

 continually seek God’s face. 
 One: Remember the marvels God has done, 

 the wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth, 
O offspring of Abraham, God’s servant,  
 O children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones. 

 
Hymn — “The God of Abraham Praise”  this bulletin, pg. 6 
 



3 

Prayer of the Day 
 One: Let us pray. 
 Many: God of our present trouble and promised triumph, 

Open our eyes to see you in the midst of our struggles. 
Open our ears to hear your words of invitation and assurance. 
Open our minds to recall your wonderful works and miracles. 
Open our hearts to glory in your name and seek strength in your Word; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
News from our Life Together 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
 
Refrain — “The Steadfast Love of the Lord”  by Edith McNeill 

 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
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Scripture Reading — Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
Though Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son, his jealous brothers sold him into slavery.  Judah, who 
protected Joseph’s life, will many years later give a moving speech before Joseph in Egypt, 
indicating that the brothers had changed their ways (Gen. 44:18-34). 

 
Psalter — Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b  spoken responsively 
 One: Give thanks, acclaim God’s name, 

 tell all that the Lord has done. 
 Many: Make music and sing 

 the Lord’s mighty wonders! 
 One: Revel in God’s holy name, 

 delight in seeking the Lord. 
 Many: Look always for the power, 

 for the presence of God. 
 One: Recount the signs and wonders, 

 the just decrees of God, 
you heirs of Abraham and Jacob, 
 the chosen of the Lord. 

 

   God spread famine across the land 
 breaking the very staff of life 
and set a man before them, 
 Joseph, sold as a slave. 
His feet were bound with shackles, 
 his neck with iron. 

 Many: Yet his prophecy came true, 
 proved right by God’s word. 
Pharaoh released him, 
 the ruler of nations set him free, 
making him master of the palace, 
 steward of all his goods, 
a model for princes, 
 a teacher of wisdom to elders. 

 

 ALL: Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! 
 
The refrain (“The Steadfast Love of the Lord” – music above) is repeated. 
 
Sermon — “Brotherly Love?”  The Rev. Matthew Emery 
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RESPONSE 
We begin our lives of responding to the gospel in prayer and offering 

 
Responding with our Gifts 

During the offertory music, while reflecting on the gifts we have to offer, those participating via Zoom 
are welcome to submit prayer petitions—joys and concerns—via the “Chat” feature in Zoom.  These 
petitions will be collected together and transmitted to Pastor Matt for inclusion during the time for 
prayers of the people. 
 

An Offering Thought 
But when the disciples saw him [Jesus] walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying “It is a ghost!” 
And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not 
be afraid.” – Matthew 14:26-27 
 Even though COVID-19 has changed so much in our world, our communities, and our 
houses of worship, we must guard against fear and take heart because Jesus is with us. We will 
never be left adrift; Jesus is with us in these uncharted waters. 

 

 OFFERTORY MUSIC — “O Rest in the Lord” from Elijah by Mendelssohn Cathy Jeffers 
 

O rest in the Lord, wait patiently for Him, and He shall give thee thy heart’s desires: 
O rest in the Lord, wait patiently for Him, and He shall give thee thy heart’s desires: 

And He shall give thee thy heart’s desires. 
 

Commit thy way unto Him, and trust in Him; and fret not thyself because of evil-doers. 
O rest in the Lord, wait patiently for Him, wait patiently for Him. 

 

O rest in the Lord, wait patiently for Him, and He shall give thee thy heart’s desires: 
And He shall give thee thy heart’s desires, and He shall give thee thy heart’s desires. 

O rest in the Lord, O rest in the Lord, and wait, wait patiently for Him. 

  
The Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer 

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and glory forever.  Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 
 
Hymn — “How Firm a Foundation”  this bulletin, pg. 7 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude — “Praeludium in G minor,” BuxWV 149, by Buxtehude  Dr. Patricia Snyder 
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Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those who wish to 
connect and chat—a bring-your-own-coffee “coffee hour”!  We look forward to 
connecting with you! 
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