THE 3R° SUNDAY OF ADVENT
A Service of the Word

December 13, 2020 + 10:00 a.m.




The 3" Sunday of Advent

“[W]e must carry forth into the world as Mary did a moral imagination. A moral imagination is
grounded in the absolute belief that the world can be and will be made better—it will be just.
A moral imagination envisions Isaiah’s ‘new heaven and new earth’ where the ‘wolf and the
lamb shall feed together’ and thus as Mary sang, the poor and the rich shall be made equal. A
moral imagination disrupts any notion that the world as it is, is the way it should be or
ultimately is going to be.”

— Kelly Brown Douglas, in “To Be An Advent People”

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection

Prelude — Cello Suite No. 1in G Major: Prelude, BWV 1007 Mvmt. 1, by J. S. Bach
Sofia DiNatale, cello

Welcome The Rev. Matthew Emery

Greeting
One:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
Many: And also with you.

Call to Worship — from Psalm 126 Ken Doeg, liturgist
One:  When the Lord restored the fortunes of our people,
then were we like those who dream.
Many: Then was our mouth filled with laughter,

and our tongue with shouts of joy.
One:  Then they said among the nations,

“The Lord has done great things for them.”
Many: The LORD has done great things for us,

and we are glad indeed.

Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.

Hymn — “People, Look East” this bulletin, pg. 8

Confession & Forgiveness
CALL TO CONFESSION



PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Many: Your love is good news for the oppressed, O Lord,
and you bind up the brokenhearted.
Forgive us, O God,
when we think that your good news is only for us.
Forgive us, O God,
when we twist your gospel
into something that fits comfortably into our lives.
Forgive us, O God,
when instead of decorating our very beings with joy,
we let it slip away like loose change,
and when instead of singing like Mary, or dancing like David,
we pass by remarkable beauty and love most days, unfazed.
By your light,
let us see you
leading us beyond ourselves
and into the world you love.
By your grace,
forgive us,
and free us to try again. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS
Lighting the Candle of Joy Kathy Lindner & Darryl Hilliard

News from our Life Together

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

Refrain — “In the Lord I'll Be Ever Thankful”
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Scripture Reading — Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they continued to face
hardship and oppression. In the language of the ‘jubilee year’ described in Leviticus 25, the

prophet—moved by the spirit of God—announces deliverance for those who are oppressed and
comfort for those who mourn.

=

Prayer for lllumination

Scripture Reading — Luke 1:46,-55

Mary, pregnant with the Christ child, responds to the greeting of her cousin Elizabeth, pregnant
with the forerunner, in words of great praise, power, and prophecy: My soul magnifies the Lord!

The Early Word Lisa Haupt

The refrain (“In the Lord I'll Be Ever Thankful” — music above) is repeated.

Sermon — “Those Who Dream... sow joy” The Rev. Matthew Emery



RESPONSE

We begin our lives of responding to the gospel in prayer and offering

Responding with our Gifts

Give online: Go to www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now...” button.
Text: Text “StorrsCongChurch” to 73256, followed by your gift amount (i.e. “StorrsCongChurch $100”).

Those participating via Zoom are welcome to submit prayer petitions (joys and concerns) via the Chat feature.

An Offering Thought
“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him.”- John 1:6-7
Like John the baptizer, we are sent as witnesses to testify to the Christ at work in the
world. In addition to preparing our own hearts and minds in Advent, faithful stewards know
that the Spirit gives us the power to share the good news of God among us.

OFFERTORY MUSIC — “Mein Freund ist mein” from Wachet auf, Cantata 140, by ]. S. Bach
Sarah Marze, soprano; Jonah Garcia, bass; Jonathan Elmer, oboe; Sophia DiNatale, cello

Soprano-Bass Duet dialogue: Soul, Jesus

Mein Freund ist mein, My Friend is mine,
—und ich bin dein,— —and I am yours, —
Die Liebe soll nichts scheiden. Love will never part us.
Ich will mit dir I will with You
—du sollst mit mir— —You will with Me—
im Himmels Rosen weiden, graze among heaven’s roses,
da Freude die Fiille, da Wonne wird sein. where complete pleasure and delight will be

The Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer
Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and glory forever. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world

Hymn — “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper” this bulletin, pg. 10



Affirmation
One: God is close,
Many: and we will rejoice.
One: The world awaits,
Many: and we will rejoice.
One: Incarnation is soon,
Many: and we will rejoice.
One:  God is restoring our fortunes,
Many: and we will rejoice.
One:  We shout with joy,
Many: and we will rejoice.

Blessing

Postlude — "Postlude on JEFFERSON" by Callahan Dr. Patricia Snyder, organ

Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those who wish to
connect and chat—a bring-your-own-coffee “coffee hour”! We look forward to
connecting with you!

Notes and Acknowledgements

Acknowledgements:

e “Those Who Dream” theme materials for Advent, Christmastide, and Epiphany from A Sanctified Art LLC, sanctifiedart.org. Materials used under license.

o Call to Worship excerpted from Psalm 126 as appears in the ecumenically-shared inclusive language liturgical psalter appearing in Book of Common Worship, ©2018
Westminster John Knox Press; originally prepared for Evangelical Lutheran Worship, ©2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

e Hymn - “People, Look East”: Text © 1960 David Higham Associates, Ltd. Music harm. © 1928 Oxford University Press. All rights reserved; reprinted under
OneLicense.net #A-719182. Reprinted from Glory to God: Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs, ©2013 Westminster John Knox Press, #105.
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A Note on Giving: We welcome and encourage your financial generosity in support of the Storrs
Congregational Church UCC and our mission to share in God’s love by growing in faith, courageously
seeking justice, and generously caring for all people! Your giving back to God and God’s mission through
the life of this church is a part of your gratitude towards God and your faithful stewardship of all that
God has entrusted to you. There are a number of ways you can make a financial contribution:

e Mail: You can mail your check or money order to us at the church office:
Storrs Congregational Church UCC, 2 North Eagleville Rd., Storrs Mansfield, CT 06268.

e Drop-off: You can drop off cash, checks, or money orders at the church office during the week.

e Online Bill Pay: Most banks and credit unions offer an “online bill pay” in their online account
access. All you need to do is set up the church as another payee in that system, and your bank or
credit union will take care of printing a check and mailing it to us—you don’t even need to find a
stamp! There is no cost, either to you or to the church, for using this option! You can even set up
your contribution as an automatic/recurring payment, so that your generosity keeps flowing always.

e  Online or text via ACH debit from a checking or savings account: By using our website giving
portal (go to www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now...” button), you can make an
auto-debit from your checking or savings account. (Note that we are assessed a small processing
fee, 1% of the contribution, plus 35¢ per transaction. You will be given the option—and it is
optional—when you make your contribution to add a small amount to offset the 1% processing fee.)

e  Online or text via Debit Card or Credit Card: By using our website giving portal (go to
www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now...” button), you can charge your
contribution to a debit card or credit card. (Note that we are assessed a small processing fee, 3% of
the contribution, plus 35¢ per transaction. You will be given the option—and it is optional—when
you make your contribution to add a small amount to offset the 3% processing fee.) Please note, if
using a credit card: we as a church do not want you to add to any debt load in order for you to
contribute, as that’s not good stewardship for any of us! If using a credit card, please make sure for
your own sake that it is a card for which you pay off the balance each month.

If you have any questions about how to make a contribution, or about your giving history, feel free to
contact our Collector, Donna Latincsics (contact info available through the church office).




JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

105 People, Look East
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nour - ish, that in course the flower may flour - ish.
fro - zen God for fledg - ing time has cho - sen.
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hum - ming with the word, the Lord is com - ing.

L Py Py ] Py
Yt T L& ==t i
hl ] T | | 1] |
b y r Y | 4

This text was written to provide a new Advent text for an existing carol tune, here named for the city in
eastern France where it originated. The author has imaginatively expressed the cosmic implications of
Christ’s coming by addressing each stanza to a part of creation.

TEXT: Eleanor Farjeon, 1928, alt. BESANCON
MUSIC: French folk melody; harm. Martin Shaw, 1928 8.7.9.8.8.7
Text © 1960 David Higham Associates, Ltd.

Music Harm. © 1928 Oxford University Press



JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

east and sing to - day:
Ha | N . |
) T N—1 KT i a— K T
4 _ T I K1 N -
E '
Peo-ple, look  east: Love, the Guest, is on the way.
Love, the Rose, is on the way.
Love, the Bird, is on the way.
Love, the Star, is on the way.
Love, the Lord, is on the way.
Peo-ple, look east: (Love is on the way.)
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JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

94 Now the Heavens Start to Whisper
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This Advent text artfully interweaves what is hidden and what is revealed, primarily in the coming of the
long-awaited Messiah. But Christ himself taught us about another hidden truth, his presence in the “least of
these” (Matthew 25:40, 45), whom we are also called to welcome.

TEXT: Mary Louise Bringle, 2005

MUSIC: Alexander Johnson'’s Tennessee Harmony, 1818; harm. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978

Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc.

Music Harm. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worshin (admin. Augsburg Fortress)
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JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT
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neath the frost-line, hearts grow soft to wel -come him.
fans to full - ness;  hearts grow warm to wel -come him.
grace the man-ger, teach our hearts to wel - come you.
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We envision our community as a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community. We are an Open and
Affirming congregation: Believing that each of us is unique and blessed with special talents from God, each a creation
of God’s love, alike and yet different, we open our doors and our ministry to all. We accept into full participation in the
life of this Church: people of any age, economic status, gender, marital status, race, sexual orientation, and physical,
emotional and mental capability. As a community, we will work to put aside all prejudices and to affirm and promote
the worth and dignity of each person.

STORRS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
We share in God'’s love by growing in faith,
courageously seeking justice, and generously caring for all people.

Ministers All of the Congregation
Senior Minister Rev. Matthew C. Emery - matt@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 23
Director of Music Ministries Dr. Patricia Snyder - trisha@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 26
Office Administrator Deborah Gacek - sccoffice@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 21
Sexton Antonio Aguilera

2 North Eagleville Rd., Storrs Mansfield, CT 06268 | 860.429.9382 | www.storrscongchurch.org



