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Maundy Thursday 
 

 

 
Prelude – “O Man, Bewail Thy Grievous Sin” by Bach Dr. Patricia Snyder 
 
Welcome 

 
SERVICE OF LIGHT 

 
Invocation 
   
Prayer at the Lighting of the Candles 
 One: O Gracious Light, Pure brightness of the eternal Creator in heaven, O Jesus Christ 

holy and Blessed! Now as we come to the twilight of the evening, and our eyes 
behold your light, we sing your praises, Holy God, One in Trinity. You are worthy 
at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Christ of God, O Giver of Life, and to 
be glorified throughout the land.  Amen. 

 
RESPONSE – “Christ, Lux Mundi” – Taizé  Adult Choir and Instrumentalists 
 

  Christ, you are light for those who follow you. You come to bring to all the light of life. 
 

   The mantra begins in Latin. The congregation is invited to join in singing in English ad libitum. 

 
Prayer of Confession 
 Many: Spirit of Christ, be with us now.  We may try to avoid this hour of trouble; we 

may not stay awake. Help us to face our fear of the cross on which you died.  
Help us face the crosses we carry to honor your life.  Amen. 

   Silence is kept for personal confession and reflection. 
 

Words of Assurance 

 One: God of Light, we are your disciples. And we too follow you with confusion and 
fear.  Strengthen us, we pray, so that we may walk through life into death without 
fear; through the night into eternal light. In You, we are forgiven.  Amen. 

 
The Mandatum Novum 
 One: Hear these words of the Mandatum Novum (New Commandment) from the 

Gospel of John:  
   Jesus said, “A new command I give you:  Love one another.  As I have loved you, so 

you must love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, 
if you love one another.” 
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ANTHEM – “Ubi Caritas” by M.J. Trotta  Adult Choir and Scholars 
 

Where charity and love are, there God is. 
The love of Christ has gathered us into one. 

Let us exult and in Him be joyful. 
Let us fear, and let us love the living God. 

And from a sincere heart let us love each other [and Him]. 
        

 

REMEMBERING THE LAST SUPPER 
 
Words of Remembering  
One: As we remember now Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples and prepare to travel with 

Jesus the way of the Cross, we come to remember that there is a time not to eat 
the stones even when it seems useful, and there is a time for a meal scented with 
the uneconomical joy of a broken alabaster jar.  

  We recall that Jesus suggested in Bethany that one bowl with one selection is a good 
meal, but served on a hillside picnic with so many leftovers, Their gathered 
abundance could be shared with others. We remember that Jesus turned over 
tables in the Temple and we confess that our church tables, practices, plans and 
programs, may also be overturned, until our house be one of prayer and our table 
serve compassion to the most vulnerable. 

  And we remember that Jesus Christ sitting among those whose feet he had washed at 
the Passover table, of precious and ancient tradition, anticipated betrayal and 
desertion, pain, and death, but made a new Covenant of blessed bread and poured 
wine on a global table, inviting us to share in God’s grace. 

 
Prayer of Consecration 

One: Please join me now as we consecrate, together, our bread and cup: O God, the sky 
speaks your glory and deep space your creation. Nothing is hidden from you, and 
you make no barriers for human understanding. We are revived, enlivened, and 
comforted as you people, O God, for you are our God – as you lead us words of 
reconciliation and grace. So reconciled we pray -  

Many: Let the Bread of our mouths and the Cup upon which our hearts meditate, be  
acceptable to you, O God, at this ordinary table and in our lives of 
redeeming. Amen. 
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Sharing of the Elements 
 One: Let us at many tables receive the gift of God, the Bread of Heaven. 
 Many: We come to Christ in the Bread we share; let us partake together. 
 One: Let us in many places receive the gift of God, the Cup of Blessing. 
 Many:  We come to Christ in the Cup we share; let us drink together. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 One: In thanksgiving for this sustenance in our Holy Week journey and the grace of 

holy dispersion in virtual worship, we claim the story of Jesus Christ as our own, a 
path of healing and service, the cross and the ever-present truth of the 
resurrection. Let us pray: 

 Many: O Holy One, we come to you with our weariness and hope. We thank you for 
the rest and strength of this Communion so that we may re-turn our tables to 
service in the world and hear your words of guidance every day and every night 
through the one we call Most Holy. Amen. 

 

TENEBRAE 
Service of Shadows 

 
Shadow of Betrayal — Matthew 26:20-22, 25 
 

Shadow of Desertion — Matthew 26: 31a, 33-35 
 
Hymn — “An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare,” Verses 1 & 2 this bulletin, pg. 6 
 
Agony of the Soul — Luke 22: 39-44 
 

Unshared Vigil — Mark 14: 32-41 
 
Hymn — “Go to Dark Gethsemane,” Verses 1 & 3 
  this bulletin, pg. 7 
 
Father, Mother, the Hour Has Come — John 17: 1-4, 6 
 
That They May Be All One — John 17: 15-18 
 
Hymn — “Just as I Am, Without One Plea,” Verses 1 & 3 this bulletin, pg. 8 
 
Arrest in the Garden — John 18: 1-5 
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Shadow of the Cross — Mark 15: 16-20 
 
Hymn — “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded,” Verses 1 & 2 this bulletin, pg. 9 
 
DUET – “Stabat Mater, mov’t 1” by Pergolesi  Sarah Marze and Audrey Rivetta, soloists 
       Laurel Thurman, Nicolas Rivetta, violins 
       Cheryl Chase, viola; Vivian Hudson, ‘cello 
 

   The grieving mother stood weeping beside the cross where her son was hanging. 
 
The Stripping of the Sanctuary 
 
Hymn — “Were You There,” Verses 1 & 2, Verse 5 - Rich Cowles, solo this bulletin, pg. 10 & 11 
 
 

The worship service ends in silence.  
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A Note on Giving:  We welcome and encourage your financial generosity in support of the Storrs 

Congregational Church UCC!  Giving back to God and God’s mission through the life of this church is a part 
of your gratitude towards God and your faithful stewardship of all that God has entrusted to you.  

 Mail:  You can mail your check or money order to us at the church office 

 Drop-off:  You can drop off cash, checks, or money orders at the church office during the week. 

 Online Bill Pay:  Most banks and credit unions offer an “online bill pay” in their online account access.  
All you need to do is set up the church as another payee in that system, and your bank or credit union 
will print a check and mail it to us at no cost—you don’t even need to find a stamp!   

 Online or text via ACH debit from a checking or savings account:  By using our website giving 
portal (go to www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button), you can make an 
auto-debit from your checking or savings account.   (Note that we are assessed a small processing fee, 1% 
of the contribution, plus 35¢ per transaction.  You will be given the option—and it is optional—when you 
make your contribution to add a small amount to offset the 1% processing fee.) 

 Online or text via Debit Card or Credit Card:  By using our website giving portal (go to 
www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button), you can charge your contribution 
to a debit card or credit card.   (Note that we are assessed a small processing fee, 3% of the contribution, 
plus 35¢ per transaction.  You will be given the option—and it is optional—when you make your 
contribution to add a small amount to offset the 3% processing fee.)  If using a credit card, know that we 
as a church do not want you to add to any debt load in order for you to contribute, as that’s not good 
stewardship!  If using a credit card, please make sure, for your own sake, that it’s a card for which you 
pay off the balance each month. 

 

If you have any questions about how to make a contribution, or about your giving history, feel free to contact 
our Collector, Donna Latincsics (contact info available through the church office). 
 
 

We envision our community as a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community.  We are an Open and 
Affirming congregation:  Believing that each of us is unique and blessed with special talents from God, each a creation of 
God’s love, alike and yet different, we open our doors and our ministry to all. We accept into full participation in the life of 
this Church: people of any age, economic status, gender, marital status, race, sexual orientation, and physical, emotional and 
mental capability.  As a community, we will work to put aside all prejudices and to affirm and promote the worth and dignity 
of each person. 

 

STORRS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

We share in God’s love by growing in faith,  
courageously seeking justice, and generously caring for all people. 
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