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Easter Sunday 
“Do not abandon yourselves to despair. We are the Easter people and hallelujah is our song.” 

—  Pope John Paul II, quoting St. Augustine, 4th century 
 

 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
 
Organ Prelude — “Concerto in G, Allegro” by Ernst, arr. Bach Dr. Patricia Snyder 
 
Introit — “Festive Peal on HYMN TO JOY” arr. by Ryan   Adult Handbells 
 
Welcome 
 
Acclamation & Greeting 
 One: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 Many: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 
Call to Worship 
 One: Christ is Risen! 
 Many: Christ is risen, indeed! 
 One: Hope is alive! 
 Many: Hope is alive, indeed! 
 One: God’s love is eternal! 
 Many: Hallelujah! Let us give thanks for what God has done. 
 
Hymn — “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”  this bulletin, pg. 8 
 
Invocation 
 One:  God of grace and hope, we come rejoicing in Christ’s empty tomb. We come 

trusting in the good news that tells us Christ is with us. For the Risen Christ is 
living proof that You care about our lives, O God. The Risen Christ offers to us 
glimpses of hope, even in our tears. As the tomb is not quiet. It speaks. It 



3 

proclaims! It is a promise of eternal life! Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 Many:  God of resurrection grace, help us in our pain, despair and fear so that we are 

not prone to follow the path of hopelessness. Help us, to instead, be like the 
Risen Christ, and rise up, as a brave and holy people, living beyond our pain, 
despair and fear by remaining hopeful in your steadfast love. Help us, we pray. 
Amen.   

 
Assurance of Pardon 
 One:  God hears our prayers of grace and mercy, and raises us from despair, into 

resurrection joy! God meets us in our human suffering, comforts us in our tears, 
and offers to us new hope, Hallelujah! 

 
 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
 
SOLO — “I Know That My Redeemer Liveth” from Messiah by Handel Sarah Marze, soprano 
       Audrey Rivetta, violin; Vivian Hudson, ‘cello 

       

I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
And that He shall stand at the latter day upon the Earth. 

 

And though worms destroy this body, 
Yet in my flesh shall I see God. 

 

For now is Christ risen from the dead, 
The first-fruits of them that sleep. 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
 
Scripture Reading — John 20: 1-18 

This morning begins with confusion: the stone has been moved and the tomb is empty. Disciples 
arrive, then angels, and finally Jesus himself. Out of the confusion, hope emerges, and a weeping 
woman becomes the first to confess her faith in the risen Lord. 
 
 

Early Word     Lisa Haupt 
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Refrain — “Alleluia”   CELTIC ALLELUIA 

 

 
 
 
Sermon — “Now What?”  Rev. Dr. Debbie Pallatto-Fontaine 
 
Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
 One:  We will now remember our baptisms as we are called to do on Easter. Through 

the virtual sprinkling of this water upon you, we get ready for the death of 
yesterday and the new life of the Risen One brings on this day. 

   I invite each of you to wash your hands symbolically at home as we say these 
words together: 

   We trust in God’s promise of mercy and hope and affirm God’s covenant with us. 
   We commit ourselves to grow in faithfulness to the covenant of love with God, 

with one another, with all God’s people, and with our Earth.  Amen. 
 
 

RESPONSE 
We begin our lives of responding to the gospel in prayer and offering 

 
 
Invitation to Offering 
 One:  On this day, we remember that Mary Magdalene arrives at the tomb with the 

intent to anoint the crucified body of Jesus; and astonished, she finds an empty 
tomb where Jesus once laid. 

   Now what? 
God’s angels and the Risen Christ meet Mary Magdalene in her sorrow, and speak 
hope into her heart. For the Resurrection narrative reveals that love is alive and 
moves among us. The Risen Christ helps us to remember that despair is not the 
end of our journey. The Risen Christ also speaks of God’s ever-present love, and 
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gives the church resurrection hope. In that, as an Easter people, we manifest God’s 
never-ending love in the world by the giving of our time, talents, and financial 
resources. For it is with Christ’s limitless and restorative love, that we humbly and 
graciously offer back to God a portion of what God has given us.   Amen. 

 
 
Dedication 
 Many:  God of love, we offer our gifts of time, spiritual gifts, and financial gifts as a sign 

of our love for you and the world. We ask a special blessing on these gifts where 
you meet us in our suffering, and raise us up so that all may come to know of 
your abiding love. O God, we give these gifts as you have given them unto us. In 
the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

 
 
Responding with our Gifts 

During the offertory music, while reflecting on the gifts we have to offer, those participating via Zoom 
are welcome to submit prayer petitions—joys and concerns—via the “Chat” feature in Zoom.  These 
petitions will be collected together and transmitted to Pastor Debbie for inclusion during the time for 
prayers of the people. To protect privacy, surnames will not be used. 

 
 

 OFFERTORY ANTHEM — “Alleluia” by Randall Thompson Adult Choir 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  
 
The Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer 

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and glory forever.  Amen. 

 
  For the Lord's Prayer, we invite you to use the language most comfortable for you: “Our 

Father/ Mother/ Creator/ Holy One...” 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 

 
 
News from our Life Together  
 
 
Hymn — “Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!”    this bulletin, pg. 10 
 
 
Benediction 
 One: Do not look for the risen Christ only here, in the confines of this Meeting House. 
 Many: We will seek the risen Jesus in the homeless, the hungry, the incarcerated, the 

lonely, the grieving – and in all the pathways and byways of our lives. 
 One: Do not seek comfort in the familiar, but dare to risk the unfamiliar. 
 Many: We know that Resurrection makes all things new! 
 One: Do not cling to all the old, expected notions about God, Jesus, Spirt, but go forth 

and celebrate this truly Good News: 
 Many: Because Christ lives, new possibilities are ever before us here at SCC! 
 One: Christ is Risen indeed! 
 Many: Hallelujah and Amen! 
 
 
Benediction Response — “Hallelujah! from MESSIAH” by Handel Adult Choir 

 
 

Hallelujah: for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.   
The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ;  
and He shall reign for ever and ever.  King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.  Hallelujah!   

— Revelation 19:6, 11:15, 19:16 
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Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those who wish to 
connect and chat—a bring-your-own-coffee “coffee hour”!  Depending on the number of 
participants, we may break people into smaller groups using the “breakout room” 
functionality.  We look forward to connecting with you! 
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Notes and Acknowledgements 
 

Acknowledgements: 
 Prayers – Adapted from the Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey Guillaume, pastor of Union Congregational United Church of Christ in West Palm Beach. 

 Hymn – “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”: Public domain. Reprinted from Glory to God:  Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs, ©2013 Westminster John Knox Press, #232. All 
rights reserved; reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-719182. 

 Refrain – “Alleluia”:  Music by Fintan O’Carroll, 1981; harm Christopher Walker, 1985; ©1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker; admin. OCP.  All rights reserved; 
reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-719182.  Reprinted from Glory to God: Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs, ©2013 Westminster John Knox Press, #587. 

 Scripture introductions reprinted from Sundays and Seasons 2020, ©2019 Augsburg Fortress, Publishers. 

 Offering Thought from Rob Blezard, Stewardship Snippets, Stewardship of Life Institute. 

 Hymn – “Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!”: Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted from Glory to God:  Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs, ©2013 
Westminster John Knox Press, #248. All rights reserved; reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-719182. 

 
 
 
 

A Note on Giving:  We welcome and encourage your financial generosity in support of the Storrs 

Congregational Church UCC!  Giving back to God and God’s mission through the life of this church is a part 
of your gratitude towards God and your faithful stewardship of all that God has entrusted to you.  

 Mail:  You can mail your check or money order to us at the church office 

 Drop-off:  You can drop off cash, checks, or money orders at the church office during the week. 

 Online Bill Pay:  Most banks and credit unions offer an “online bill pay” in their online account access.  
All you need to do is set up the church as another payee in that system, and your bank or credit union 
will print a check and mail it to us at no cost—you don’t even need to find a stamp!   

 Online or text via ACH debit from a checking or savings account:  By using our website giving 
portal (go to www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button), you can make an 
auto-debit from your checking or savings account.   (Note that we are assessed a small processing fee, 1% 
of the contribution, plus 35¢ per transaction.  You will be given the option—and it is optional—when you 
make your contribution to add a small amount to offset the 1% processing fee.) 

 Online or text via Debit Card or Credit Card:  By using our website giving portal (go to 
www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button), you can charge your contribution 
to a debit card or credit card.   (Note that we are assessed a small processing fee, 3% of the contribution, 
plus 35¢ per transaction.  You will be given the option—and it is optional—when you make your 
contribution to add a small amount to offset the 3% processing fee.)  If using a credit card, know that we 
as a church do not want you to add to any debt load in order for you to contribute, as that’s not good 
stewardship!  If using a credit card, please make sure, for your own sake, that it’s a card for which you 
pay off the balance each month. 

 

If you have any questions about how to make a contribution, or about your giving history, feel free to contact 
our Collector, Donna Latincsics (contact info available through the church office). 



 

 
 

We envision our community as a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community.  We are an Open and 
Affirming congregation:  Believing that each of us is unique and blessed with special talents from God, each a creation of 
God’s love, alike and yet different, we open our doors and our ministry to all. We accept into full participation in the life of 
this Church: people of any age, economic status, gender, marital status, race, sexual orientation, and physical, emotional and 
mental capability.  As a community, we will work to put aside all prejudices and to affirm and promote the worth and dignity 
of each person. 

 

STORRS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

We share in God’s love by growing in faith,  
courageously seeking justice, and generously caring for all people. 

 

 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 Interim Senior Minister Rev. Dr. Debbie Pallatto-Fontaine– revdebbie@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 23 
 Director of Music Ministries Dr. Patricia Snyder – trisha@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 26 
 Director of Faith Formation Lisa Haupt – lisa@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 22 
 Office Administrator Deborah Gacek – sccoffice@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 21 
 Communications & Digital Ministry Specialist Claire Galvin – claire@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 22 
 Sexton Antonio Aguilera – antonio@storrscongchurch.org |  Ext. 21 

 
 

2 North Eagleville Rd., Storrs Mansfield, CT 06268  |  860.429.9382  |  www.storrscongchurch.org 
 


