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The 2nd Sunday of Easter 
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a 
blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 

Prelude    Dr. Patricia Snyder 
 

Welcome 
 

Acclamation & Greeting 
 One: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 Many: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 

Invocation 
 One:  Living God, long ago, faithful women proclaimed the good news of Jesus’ 

resurrection, and the world was changed forever. Teach us to keep faith with 
them, that our witness may be as bold, our love as deep, and our faith as true. 
Amen. 

 

Call to Worship 
 One: At the beginning of the day, at the beginning of the week, the faithful yet fearful 

people gathered together. It was then that the Spirit of God came among them 
and whispered: 

 Many: Peace be with you. 
 One: Their hearts skipped a beat as they double checked that the lock on the front door 

was still latched. So the Presence of God spoke a little louder: 
 Many: Peace be with you. 
 One: They looked around at each other, puzzled, amazed, and bewildered. Some 

smiled. Some doubted. Some wondered if it were just too magical sounding or too 
good to be true. So the Christ showed them that his own scars were not the end of 
the story and that is when the words of God began to feel joyous: 

 Many: Peace be with you. 
 One: From that day on, the people of God repeated the words to one another when 

they gathered. From one generation to the next, they exchanged the words as a 
greeting to one another to remember that Holy interruption to fear: 

 Many: Peace be with you! Amen. 
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Hymn — “Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers”  this bulletin, pg. 8 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 Many: Holy One, our confession won’t be news to you, but maybe if we allow it to be 

spoken aloud, You can help us find a way forward.  Holy One, we have doubts. 
We’re not talking about doubts like Thomas—his were perfectly reasonable—
after all we long to see You, touch You, and truly know You. 

   Our doubts feel different. We doubt that the peace you offer is really possible 
because our own minds are a mess of thoughts. 

   We doubt that new life is possible because the wounds we bear are still 
overwhelming. 

   We doubt that You really intended to call us when You called the disciples to be 
of service in creating a new way of being in the world. 

   We hear the age-old stories, but we are filled with doubts about ourselves, and 
if we are honest, doubts about your Holy possibilities. Holy One, in these 
moments of stillness, hear our doubts and settle our hearts, souls, and minds… 

 
Words of Assurance 
 One: In the midst of the disciples’ doubts and worries, in the midst of their fear, the Spirit of 

God came among them and whispered, “Peace be with you.” Beloved People of God, 
hear the holy invitation of grace offered to every generation: Peace be with you. You are 
God’s beloveds - not because of what you have done or not done. 

   You are God’s beloveds because of who you are, and who you are is a people called and 
gifted to be a presence of peace and love in this world. Your shortcomings are forgiven. 
Grace abounds. God calls to you. This is the good news, now and always.  Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
 
 
Refrain — “Alleluia”   CELTIC ALLELUIA 

 

 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Reading — Psalm 133 

How good and pleasant it is to live together in unity. (Ps. 133:1) 
 
Scripture Reading — John 20:19-31 

The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a 
blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 

 
The “Alleluia” refrain (music above) is repeated. 
 
Sermon — “Marks of Faith”  Rev. Dr. Debbie Pallatto-Fontaine 
 

RESPONSE 
We begin our lives of responding to the gospel in prayer and offering 

 
Invitation to Offering 
 One: Let us now present with joy our offerings of tithes, service, and talents to show 

our commitment and support for the work of this church and beyond.  Amen. 
 
Dedication 
 Many: Bless these offerings, O Holy One.  Multiply them and use them to bring the 

teaching and the touch of Jesus to this place and to all we encounter.  Amen. 
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Responding with our Gifts 
During the offertory music, while reflecting on the gifts we have to offer, those participating via Zoom 
are welcome to submit prayer petitions—joys and concerns—via the “Chat” feature in Zoom.  These 
petitions will be collected together and transmitted to Pastor Debbie for inclusion during the time for 
prayers of the people. To protect privacy, surnames will not be used. 
 

 

 OFFERTORY MUSIC — “With Verdure Clad” from The Creation by Haydn Sarah Marze 
 

With verdure clad the fields appear delightful to the ravish’d sense; 
by flowers sweet and gay adorned is the charming sight. 

The fragrant herbs give forth their scent, here shoots the healing plant. 
With copious fruit the spreading boughs are hung; 

in leafy arches twine the shady groves; 
o’er lofty hills majestic forests rise. 

 

Inspired by Handel's Oratorios, Haydn set about to write a similar masterpiece. "The Creation" is based on the 
Genesis story. Today's Aria "With Verdure Clad" is describing Day 3 of God's creation of the earth based on 

Genesis 1:11. 

 
The Prayers of the People, ending with The Lord’s Prayer 

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and glory forever.  Amen. 

 
  For the Lord's Prayer, we invite you to use the language most comfortable for you: “Our 

Father/ Mother/ Creator/ Holy One...” 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the Presence of Jesus Christ 

 
Communion Hymn — “Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether” this bulletin, pg. 9 
 
Invitation to the Table 
 One:   For Holy Communion this morning, I invite you to lend Christ your table, as the 

woman with the Upper Room, lent him the Passover table, and two friends from 
Emmaus welcomed to their table one they thought was a stranger. 

   Lend Christ your table, your bread, your cup and your open-to-strangers heart. 
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Words of Remembering  
We come from heart-felt “Hosannas,” and a long season of feeling like withered fig trees. 
We come from an alabaster jar abundance of love and hard questions. 
We recognize experiences of betrayal, denial, and the feeling that everyone we love has 

fallen asleep and left us alone, so we recognize this holy story. 
We remember Jesus washed feet and offered a covenant of himself broken and poured out 

for a small group of followers long ago and for us in our time, and was risen on 
Easter though, even in the joy of resurrection, he kept blessing and teaching, 
accepting hospitality and giving us hope to eat. 

 
Consecration of Elements 
 One:   Together with me now, please place your hands over your bread and cup at home: 
 Many:   Host of our salvation and Visitor to our lives, send your transforming power 

upon this Bread and your freely given love upon this Cup. Risen Christ, live in 
us that we may live in you. Amen. 

 
Sharing of the Elements: 
 One:   The Bread on your table is blessed and broken, a meal of grace. 
 Many:   Sharing love, we will never be hungry. 
 One:   The Cup on your table is blessed and shared, like the overflowing of tears and joy. 
 Many:   Drinking deeply, we will never thirst. 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 One:   In thanksgiving for this meal of grace and in the holy dispersion of virtual 

worship, we claim the risen Christ’s love found on every table. Let us pray 
together ... 

 Many:   O Holy One, we come to you with lilies and tears, with personal Alleluias we 
whisper that soar like the greatest choir. We claim the resurrection for those we 
love who are tenderly sheltered in your arms and name the resurrection as your 
invitation to all the weary, all those who need hope. May our lives become your 
table in all the world.  Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world 
 
News from our Life Together 
 
Hymn — “O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing”  this bulletin, pg. 10 
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Benediction 
 One: … Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 Many: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
Postlude — “Toccata on O FILII ET FILIAE” by Farnam Dr. Patricia Snyder 
 

Following the postlude, the Zoom Meeting will remain open for those who wish to 
connect and chat—a bring-your-own-coffee “coffee hour”!  Depending on the number of 
participants, we may break people into smaller groups using the “breakout room” 
functionality.  We look forward to connecting with you! 
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A Note on Giving:  We welcome and encourage your financial generosity in support of the Storrs 
Congregational Church UCC!  Giving back to God and God’s mission through the life of this church is a part 
of your gratitude towards God and your faithful stewardship of all that God has entrusted to you.  
● Mail:  You can mail your check or money order to us at the church office 
● Drop-off:  You can drop off cash, checks, or money orders at the church office during the week. 
● Online Bill Pay:  Most banks and credit unions offer an “online bill pay” in their online account access.  

All you need to do is set up the church as another payee in that system, and your bank or credit union 
will print a check and mail it to us at no cost—you don’t even need to find a stamp!   

● Online or text via ACH debit from a checking or savings account:  By using our website giving 
portal (go to www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button), you can make an 
auto-debit from your checking or savings account.   (Note that we are assessed a small processing fee, 1% 
of the contribution, plus 35¢ per transaction.  You will be given the option—and it is optional—when you 
make your contribution to add a small amount to offset the 1% processing fee.) 

● Online or text via Debit Card or Credit Card:  By using our website giving portal (go to 
www.storrscongchurch.org and click the green “Give now…” button), you can charge your contribution 
to a debit card or credit card.   (Note that we are assessed a small processing fee, 3% of the contribution, 
plus 35¢ per transaction.  You will be given the option—and it is optional—when you make your 
contribution to add a small amount to offset the 3% processing fee.)  If using a credit card, know that we 
as a church do not want you to add to any debt load in order for you to contribute, as that’s not good 
stewardship!  If using a credit card, please make sure, for your own sake, that it’s a card for which you 
pay off the balance each month. 

 

If you have any questions about how to make a contribution, or about your giving history, feel free to contact 
our Collector, Donna Latincsics (contact info available through the church office). 
 



 

 

We envision our community as a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community.  We are an Open and 
Affirming congregation:  Believing that each of us is unique and blessed with special talents from God, each a creation of 
God’s love, alike and yet different, we open our doors and our ministry to all. We accept into full participation in the life of 
this Church: people of any age, economic status, gender, marital status, race, sexual orientation, and physical, emotional 
and mental capability.  As a community, we will work to put aside all prejudices and to affirm and promote the worth and 
dignity of each person. 

 
STORRS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

We share in God’s love by growing in faith,  
courageously seeking justice, and generously caring for all people. 

 
 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 Interim Senior Minister Rev. Dr. Debbie Pallatto-Fontaine– revdebbie@storrscongchurch.org | Ext. 23 
 Director of Music Ministries Dr. Patricia Snyder – trisha@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 26 
 Director of Faith Formation Lisa Haupt – lisa@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 22 
 Office Administrator Deborah Gacek – sccoffice@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 21 
 Communications & Digital Ministry Specialist Claire Galvin – claire@storrscongchurch.org  |  Ext. 22 
 Sexton Antonio Aguilera – antonio@storrscongchurch.org |  Ext. 21 
 


